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Marines continue 
training Afghans 
to take aggressive 
stance in Helmand 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP SHORAB, Afghanistan 
— A new batch of Marines has 
taken over an effort to build up 
Afghan security forces in res¬ 
tive Helmand province, a Taliban 
stronghold at the heart of the 
country’s opium trade. 

Brig. Gen. Roger B. Turner Jr., 
commander of the first rotation 
of Task Force Southwest, trans¬ 
ferred authority to Brig. Gen. 
Benjamin Watson in a ceremony 
Monday at this base formerly 
known as Camp Leatherneck and 
Camp Bastion. 

The Marine task force was the 
main effort of NATO’s Resolute 
Support mission last year and 
will continue to be so in 2018, 
said Gen. John Nicholson, the top 
U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
at a ceremony in which Turner 
passed the guidon to Watson. 

SEE PASSING ON PAGE 5 


Experts: Servicemembers should start navigating new tax law now 


The effects are going to play out for a long period of 
time. You are looking at a long road to go before we 
know the full effects, f 

Michael Saunders 

deputy legislative director for the Retired Enlisted Association 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The new U.S. tax law 
is not even a month old, but financial ex¬ 
perts say it’s not too soon for military ser¬ 
vicemembers, veterans and retirees to dig 
into how the massive policy change will im¬ 
pact their pocketbooks for years to come. 

The $1.5 trillion plan installed new tax 
brackets, benchmarks for deductions and 
child tax credits, among other changes. 

While many people could see a boost in 


take-home pay this year, and another in¬ 
crease in their tax refunds next year, those 
gains could diminish over time. Many of 


the cuts are slated to expire by 2025. 

“The good news is some of the deductions 
that have been removed for the general 


public are still in place for the military,” 
said Priya Mishra, managing attorney at 
Top Tax Defenders in Houston. “For ex¬ 
ample, there were eliminations to moving 
deductions. However, military members 
are exempt from this. For the most part, 
the benefits the rest of the public will see 
is also reflected for our military. The child 
care credit, for example, has gone up. So 
any of our servicemen and women with 
children will be able to claim more for 
their children on taxes.” 

SEE LAW ON PAGE 4 
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Dunford backs rotational force, reforms 



Dominique A. PiNEiRo/Courtesy of the Department of Defense 


Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, speaks to servicemembers in December. 
At a NATO meeting Tuesday, Dunford argued for a continued use of rotational U.S. forces in Europe. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The United States’ top military 
officer made the case Monday for 
continued use of a rotational force 
in Europe to deal with a possible 
Russia threat while acknowledg¬ 
ing the need for reforms to im¬ 
prove NATO maneuverability in 
a crisis. 

“I would say that none of us are 
comfortable with where we are,” 
Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s internal news service. “If 
you are complacent in this busi¬ 
ness, you are obsolete. So you 
need to stay focused.” 

Dunford made the statements 
ahead of a two-day meeting of 
NATO defense chiefs that began 
Tuesday in Brussels and will 
focus on plans for a new alliance 
command structure and its mis¬ 
sions in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The general said he favors a 
U.S. military posture that utilizes 
rotational forces, even as the Pen¬ 
tagon studies alternative basing 
strategies to assure allies along 
Russia’s western border. 

In November, NATO approved a 
plan to set up two new commands 
designed to ensure American re¬ 
inforcements can safely cross the 
Atlantic Ocean during a crisis 
and convoy on land throughout 
Europe quickly. 

As NATO has adapted to a new 
security environment in Europe, 
rotational forces have proved ef¬ 
fective at boosting combat readi¬ 
ness, Dunford said. 

In Europe, the military has 
become reliant on a range of ro¬ 
tational units to carry out a mis¬ 
sion that has grown since 2014, 


because of concerns about a more 
aggressive Russia. 

The Army has boosted troop 
numbers with a U.S.-based ar¬ 
mored brigade, combat aviation 
brigade and a host of enabling 
forces that operate for long 
stretches in Europe. Inside the 


Army, however, there is a growing 
debate about whether that model is 
sustainable over the long term be¬ 
cause of demands on soldiers and 
long separations from families. 

An Army War College study 
conducted last year, which rec¬ 
ommended permanently basing 


another brigade in Europe, found 
that the long unit rotations are 
more costly and can take a toll on 
morale. 

But Dunford said he has re¬ 
ceived positive feedback from the 
Army, whose leaders have also 
said rotational forces provide a 


higher state of combat readiness. 

“This model seems to work 
pretty well for the soldiers, for 
the families and allows us to 
meet commitments with the in¬ 
frastructure available,” Dunford 
told DOD News. “It won’t sur¬ 
prise you, I have a bias toward 
rotational models.” 

The Marine Corps, where Dun¬ 
ford has served for 40 years, has 
traditionally relied more than 
the Army on rotational forces for 
missions abroad. 

Details of the command revamp 
still need to be hammered out, but 
it will recall how NATO was orga¬ 
nized during the Cold War, when 
roughly 30,000 troops were sta¬ 
tioned at 30 different NATO com¬ 
mands. As concerns about Russia 
faded after the collapse of the So¬ 
viet Union, that number dwindled 
to about 7,000 personnel working 
at seven NATO commands. 

“A key component to NATO’s 
adaptation is a robust and agile 
command structure,” NATO mil¬ 
itary committee chairman Gen. 
Petr Pavel said Tuesday at the 
start of talks. 

Allies were also slated to dis¬ 
cuss stabilization efforts in Iraq, 
where NATO has deployed train¬ 
ers, as well as the ongoing mis¬ 
sion in Afghanistan. 

Last year, NATO agreed that 
it would expand its training ef¬ 
fort in Afghanistan in 2018, but 
the alliance has no plans to re¬ 
turn to a formal combat role as 
the war heads into its 17th year. 
Gen. John Nicholson, who com¬ 
mands NATO’s Resolute Support 
mission, was slated to brief allies 
Tuesday. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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B-2 deployment underscores fragility of detente 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — WhUe 
North and South Korea take 
steps toward detente, the US. 
military has sent nuclear-capable 
stealth bombers and warships to 
the region ahead of next month’s 
Olympics. 

The deployments send a clear 
signal that Washington isn’t let¬ 
ting down its guard despite an 
agreement to postpone U.S.-South 
Korean military exercises on the 
divided peninsula until after the 
Winter Games. 

The two Koreas began their 
first formal negotiations in more 
than two years last week, leading 
to an agreement for the North to 
participate in the Olympics, which 
begin on Feb. 9 in the South Ko¬ 
rean resort town of Pyeongchang. 

Another round of talks is sched¬ 
uled for Wednesday in the heavily 
fortified border area that divides 
the countries. But experts caution 
the process can’t make significant 
progress in ending the crisis over 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program until the United States 
becomes involved. 

President Donald Trump has 
welcomed the talks and tamped 
down his belhcose rhetoric. But 
the military moves and continued 
North Korean threats against the 


US. are a stark reminder of the 
fragility of efforts to ease tensions 
that have raised fears of a new 
conflict on the divided peninsula. 

The three B-2 Spirits with about 
200 airmen flew last week from 
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., to 
Andersen Air Force Base on the 
Pacific island of Guam. 

Meanwhile, the USS Carl Vin¬ 
son aircraft carrier and its strike 
group of guided-missile destroy¬ 
ers and cruisers are en route to the 
Western Pacific. And the amphibi¬ 
ous-assault ship USS Wasp pulled 
into its new homeport in Japan 
Sunday after receiving upgrades 
allowing it to launch the next-gen¬ 
eration F-35B stealth fighters. 

The bombers, in particular, are 
likely to infuriate the North Kore¬ 
ans, who believe the presence of 
US. strategic assets and military 
exercises are preparations for an 
invasion. 

That takes on added weight fol¬ 
lowing Trump’s threat to “totally 
destroy” North Korea if needed 
to defend the US. and its allies, as 
well as recent reports that the mil¬ 
itary is considering a pre-emptive 
strike and preparing for war. 

The B-2s, unhke the B-IB 
Lancers that have made several 
sorties to the Korean Peninsula 
in recent months, are the most 
advanced US. bombers and can 


carry nuclear weapons. They also 
can carry a 30,000-pound GBU- 
57 Massive Ordnance Penetra- 
tor, which would be able to target 
North Korea’s extensive network 
of reinforced tunnels. 

US. offi¬ 
cials stressed 
the deploy¬ 
ments are 
part of pre¬ 
planned ro¬ 
tations and 
training while 
acknowledg¬ 
ing they also 
serve as a 
message not 
only to North 
Korea but also 
to its main 
ally, China. 

“You would 
be wrong 
to view the 
bomber de¬ 
ployment 
within the single lens of what it 
means to the Korean Peninsula. It 
affects allies across the Pacific,” 
the Pentagon’s joint staff director 
Lt. Gen. Kenneth McKenzie Jr. 
told reporters on Thursday. 

“I think when we move bombers 
across the globe, we send a signal 
to everyone,” he said when asked 


specifically about Beijing. 

The New York Times also re¬ 
ported that the Pentagon plans 
to send more special operations 
troops to the peninsula beginning 
with the Olympics, although it was 
unclear what their role would be. 

South Korea’s Defense Ministry 
played down the report, saying it 
was working closely with the US. 
to ensure the Games are secure. 

“Particularly, we’ve been tak¬ 
ing steps in relation to the threat of 
possible terror attacks that could 
happen,” ministry spokeswoman 
Choi Hyun-soo said during a press 
briefing. 

North Korea has insisted its 
nuclear weapons program is not 
on the table, and the talks with the 
South have so far focused only on 
the Olympics and the resumption 
of efforts to ease hostilities in the 
heavily fortified border area. 

The communist state has dem¬ 
onstrated rapid progress in its ef¬ 
fort to develop a nuclear weapon 
that could target the US. main¬ 
land. It has test-fired three inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles and 
conducted six underground nu¬ 
clear tests, including three since 
January 2016. 

A leading delegate to the talks 
said last week that the North’s nu¬ 
clear weapons were aimed at the 


US., not South Korea. 

Seoul then drew Pyongyang’s 
ire after President Moon Jae-in 
gave Trump credit for facilitating 
the inter-Korean talks. 

North Korea’s state-run news 
agency said such talk chilled the 
atmosphere for North-South rec¬ 
onciliation and warned it could 
stUl withdraw from plans to join 
the Olympics. 

“They should know that the 
train and bus carrying our del¬ 
egation to the Olympics are still in 
Pyongyang,” the Korean Central 
News Agency reported Sunday. 
“The South Korean authorities 
had better ponder over what unfa¬ 
vorable results may be entailed by 
their impohte behavior.” 

North Korean media have 
called on the South to end annual 
joint war games with the US. that 
the alhes insist are defensive in 
nature and necessary to maintain 
readiness. 

Washington and Seoul have not 
announced a new start date for 
the springtime drills, code-named 
Key Resolve and Foal Eagle, but 
they’re expected to begin shortly 
after the Olympics and subsequent 
Paralympics end on March 18. 

gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Jonathan Hayward, The Canadian Press/AP 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson speaks with South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha 
during a meeting on North Korea in Vancouver, British Columbia, on Tuesday. 


Tillerson in Canada at meeting on N. Korea 


Associated Press 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
is calling for nations to improve 
maritime interdiction of ships 
conducting illicit trade with North 
Korea. 

Tillerson met in Vancouver 
with 19 nations that fought on 
America’s side in the Korean War 
to intensify the “maximum pres¬ 
sure” campaign on the North and 
combat sanctions evasion. 

He said the gathering of hke- 
minded nations sends Kim Jong 
Un a unified message: “We will 
not accept a nuclear-armed North 
Korea.” 

He is especially urging China 
and Russia, which are not invited 


to the meeting, to fully implement 
UN. sanctions. 

Tillerson highlighted in his 
opening remarks Tuesday that 
North Korean missile tests pose a 
threat to civilian air traffic. 

He said the pressure campaign 
will continue until North Korea 
takes decisive steps to give up its 
nukes. 

The meeting was hosted by Til¬ 
lerson and his Canadian counter¬ 
part, Chrystia Freeland. 

It was called before the recent 
start of talks between North and 
South Korea, the first in two years. 
President Donald Trump also has 
signaled openness to talks under 
the right circumstances. 

South Korean Foreign Minister 


Kang Kyung-wha said its talks 
with North Korea are a “signifi¬ 
cant first step toward restoring 
inter-Korean relations.” 

But Kang said that despite the 
overtures. North Korea has yet 
to show any intention to fulfill its 
obligations on denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula. 

Kang told the meeting of U.S. 
allies in Vancouver that as long 
as North Korea continues down 
its current path, sanctions will re¬ 
main in place. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro 
Kono voiced skepticism about 
North Korea’s intentions. 

He said the North “wants to buy 
some time to continue their nucle¬ 
ar and missile programs.” 


Japan has false alarm 
on N. Korean missile 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan’s public 
broadcaster mistakenly sent an 
alert Tuesday warning citizens 
of a North Korean missile launch 
and urging them to seek imme¬ 
diate shelter, then minutes later 
corrected it, days after a similar 
error in Hawaii. 

NHK television issued the mes¬ 
sage on its internet and mobile 
news sites as well as on Twitter, 
saying North Korea appeared 
to have fired a missile at Japan. 
It said the government was tell¬ 
ing people to evacuate and take 
shelter. 

“North Korea appears to have 
fired a missile,” NHK said, add¬ 
ing that a government warning 
had been issued. “The govern¬ 
ment: Seek shelter inside build¬ 
ings and basements.” 

The false alarm came just 
days after Hawaii’s Emergency 
Management Agency sent a mis¬ 
taken warning of a North Korean 
missile attack to mobile phones 
across the state, triggering panic. 

NHK said the mistake was the 
result of an error by a staff mem¬ 
ber who was operating the alert 
system for online news, but it did 
not elaborate. 

NHK deleted the tweet and text 
warning after several minutes, is¬ 
sued a correction and apologized 
several times on air and in other 
formats. 

“The flash was a mistake,” 
NHK said. “We are very sorry.” 


Tension has grown in Japan 
over North Korean missile tests 
as they have flown closer to Japa¬ 
nese coasts. NHK and other Jap¬ 
anese media generally alert each 
missile test, and the government 
has issued emergency notices 

^ North Korea 
appears to 
have fired a 
missile. Seek 
shelter inside 
buildings and 
basements. ^ 

NHK 

Japanese TV station 


across the country in which resi¬ 
dents, including schoolchildren 
and elderly people, rush to com¬ 
munity centers, cover their heads 
and duck down to the floor. 

A m^or drill is planned in 
downtown Tokyo next week. 

Unlike the mistaken Hawaii 
warning, the NHK alert did not 
contain the statement, “This is 
not a drill.” NHK was able to cor¬ 
rect its error in a few minutes, far 
faster than the nearly 40 minutes 
that lapsed before the Hawaii 
alert was withdrawn. 

The Hawaii agency has now 
changed its protocols to require 
that two people send an alert and 
has made it easier to cancel a 
false alarm. 


when the 
missiles 
flew over 
Japan. 

Also, 

Japan is 
stepping 
up its mis¬ 
sile inter¬ 
cepting 
capabili¬ 
ties and 
conduct¬ 
ing mis¬ 
sile drills 
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Law: ‘It’s almost like a little 
bonus, but you can’t expect to 
have it forever,’ expert advises 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The vast rewrite of the U.S. tax 
code, the first of its magnitude in 
more than 30 years, could be a 
planning headache for taxpayers, 
including servicemembers. The 
plan was rushed through Capitol 
Hill and then signed into law by 
President Donald Trump on Dec. 
22, so there’s plenty of work fac¬ 
ing the Internal Revenue Service, 
tax experts, financial consultants, 
businesses and taxpayers to inter¬ 
pret the plan and its impact. 

Among the changes, most of the 
seven income tax brackets will 
have lower tax rates until 2025. 
Standard deductions increase, 
nearly doubling to $24,000 for 
married couples and to $12,000 
for individuals. Child tax credits 
double to $2,000. Mortgage inter¬ 
est deductions will be capped to 
loans under $750,000, while state, 
local and property tax deductions 
will be capped at $10,000. 

In one scenario, a middle-class 
family of four with an annual in¬ 
come of $70,000 to $80,000 could 
end up with at least $2,000 in tax 
relief in take-home pay this year 
and their tax bill next year. 

“The effects are going to play 
out for a long period of time,” 
said Michael Saunders, deputy 
legislative director for The Re¬ 
tired Enlisted Association, or 
TREA, which has been tracking 
the changes and their impact on 
military members. “You are look¬ 
ing at a long road to go before we 
know the full effects.” 

Military tax exemptions 

The tax changes will be vastly 
similar for servicemembers and 
veterans. 

“For the most part, military 
members and retirees will see 
the same benefits and changes 
due to the tax bill that all Ameri¬ 
cans will see,” said John Cooney, 
a former Army officer who owns 


Tax wins for troops 

■ Military members moving on 
orders won’t have to treat mov¬ 
ing expense reimbursements as 
taxable income. 

■ The forgiveness of student 
loans will be considered tax-free 
for certain disabled veterans. 

■ Tax-free income benefits for 
military personnel in combat 
areas have been expanded 
to include servicemembers in 
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, which 
houses about 700 soldiers. 

Important events 

■ Dec. 22: Tax reform plan was 
signed into law. 

■ February: When you could 
start to see more take-home 
pay. Also, new withholding cal¬ 
culators are set to be released 
by the IRS. 

■ 2019: New tax brackets and 
all other changes take effect. 

■ 2025: Many Individual tax 
cuts are set to expire. 


Green and Gold Financial Plan¬ 
ning in Middleboro, Mass. 

The larger standard deduc¬ 
tions could help simplify the tax 
process at least in that area, ex¬ 
perts said. 

It “will eliminate the need for 
a majority of Americans to item¬ 
ize on their taxes,” said Mike Mo- 
litoris, an Air Force veteran who 
works with servicemembers and 
other veterans through his Flag¬ 
ship Wealth Management Group 
in Cary, N.C. 

The average age of service- 
members is in their 20s, which 
likely puts them in the lower tax 
bracket. Changes to those rates 
will be especially important to 
watch, experts said. Also, deduc¬ 
tions for married couples and 
family tax credits will also be 
key. More than half of active-duty 
military are married, the Defense 
Department says, and more than 
40 percent of military personnel 
have children. 

“Increasing the child tax credit 
... will be beneficial as well” for 
veterans and servicemembers, 
Molitoris said. 

There are specific wins for ser¬ 
vicemembers and veterans in the 
new tax legislation. Among them: 
Initial efforts on Capitol Hill to 
start taxing military personnel for 
moving costs were thwarted. 

“This change was a recognition 
of the fact that military families 
are required to move fairly often,” 
Cooney said of the new law’s 
special provision for military 
members. 

Under the plan, a civilian will 
have to report an employer-paid 
move as income and pay a tax on 
that income while a servicemem- 
ber won’t. Or, a civilian who cov¬ 
ers their own move won’t get a tax 
deduction as they did in the past, 
while servicemembers will. 

“The military was specifically 
excluded from that,” said Jeffrey 
Kupfer, a tax reform expert and 
former White House assistant who 
is an adjunct professor at Carnegie 
Mellon University’s Heinz College 
in Pittsburgh. For the military, 
“you can continue to deduct (mov¬ 
ing costs) or you don’t have to in¬ 
clude them in your income.” Other 
wins include the forgiveness of 
student loans as tax-free — not 
taxable income — for certain dis¬ 
abled veterans. 

Most will see savings 

The bill will likely reduce the 
tax burden for all people at least 
on the front end, unless they are 
facing specific costs with reduced 
tax rehef, such as higher medical 
bills or property and state income 
taxes in locations hke California 
and New York. 

“It’s very likely that most mili¬ 
tary servicemembers will see 
some tax savings under the law,” 
said Forrest Allen, associate di¬ 
rector of government relations for 
the Military Officers Association 
of America. “It would take some 
unique financial circumstances 
for them to see some increase in 
their tax burden.” 

For example, servicemembers 


Changes to the tax brackets 

New tax brackets reflect different percentages of taxable income. 


Filing as single 

TAXABLE 2017 2018-25 TAXABLE 

INCOME TAX BRACKET TAX BRACKET INCOME 



$ 0 - 


$ 0 * 


•Chart does not account for the Medicare surtax on high earners. 


SOURCES: House of Representatives, Tax Cuts and Jobs Act; Fidelity 


Filing as jointly/married 

TAXABLE 2017 2018-25 TAXABLE 

INCOME TAX BRACKET TAX BRACKET INCOME 


$470,700 

$416,700 

$233,350 

$153,100 

$75,900 

$18,650 

$0 



10% 


$600,000 


$400,000 

$315,000 

$165,000 

$77,400 

$19,050 
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based in locations with no state 
income tax might have fewer 
worries than others in higher-tax 
states. 

“If you are paying taxes in 
Texas for instance, it won’t be 
much an issue,” said Kupfer, who 
was special assistant for econom¬ 
ic policy in the George W. Bush 
administration. “But if you are 
paying taxes in New York state, it 
becomes much more an issue.” 

High-tax states, however, might 
be looking at ways to ease the new 
tax burden, Molitoris said. 

“There have been indications 
from various high-tax states that 
they may file suit or try to find 
work-arounds for their constitu¬ 
ents to preserve their ability to 
deduct a higher amount,” he said. 

The White House has estimated 
as much as 90 percent of taxpay¬ 
ers could end up with a cut in the 
beginning, which would apply to 
military members as well. 

“Essentiallyallservicemembers 
will end up with a tax cut, depend¬ 
ing on how much one is paying to 
begin with,” Kupfer said. 

The changes could amount to 
IRS adjustments for take-home 
pay this year, with servicemem¬ 
bers seeing bigger paychecks in 
2018 followed by larger tax re¬ 
funds next year. Uncertainty on 
how exactly the law will affect 
them when take-home pay chang¬ 
es will kick in this year, and how 
their returns will look in 2019 and 
beyond means taxpayers need to 
proceed with caution, experts say. 

“We’re concerned if the results 
of the tax change reduce any dis¬ 
cretionary income or access to 
or use of their income,” said Dan 
Merry, vice president of govern¬ 
ment relations for MOAA. “No 
one will know the outcome until 
we get the tax forms. So there’s all 


these decisions. I think the aver¬ 
age individual should pay partic¬ 
ular attention to their situation.” 

On Thursday, the U.S. Treasury 
Department and the IRS issued 
new withholding guidelines for 
employers, who must next coor¬ 
dinate the changes in paychecks. 
Military servicemembers, like ci¬ 
vilians, could start seeing larger 
take-home checks as early as 
next month. The IRS will be re¬ 
leasing new withholding calcula¬ 
tors by the end of February, the 
agencies said. 

Kupfer is betting the tax cuts 
could get extended. 

“From a tax policy standpoint, 
it’s always better to have perma¬ 
nent tax law; it helps with plan¬ 
ning and removes uncertainty,” 
he said. “The provisions relating 
to the reduction of the tax rate or 
the child tax credit are all things 
that are going to be around for at 
least eight years. But if history 
has shown us anything, there is 
a decent likelihood they could get 
extended.” 

‘Save your money’ 

With the new tax cuts set to ex¬ 
pire by 2025, the front-end gains 
could simply amount to a one¬ 
time bonus, several experts said. 

“Rates could go up” after 2025, 
said Saunders, TREA deputy leg¬ 
islative director. So “save your 
money. Plan short term for a tem¬ 
porary bonus.” 

Saunders and Allen, the MOAA 
associate director, suggest that 
servicemembers divert this year’s 
extra pay and tax return gains in 
subsequent years to a retirement 
fund or savings plan. 

“It’s almost like a little bonus, 
but you can’t expect to have it for¬ 
ever,” Allen said. 

Merry said it’s critical that ser¬ 


vicemembers research the law 
or visit a reliable financial coun¬ 
selor on their base or elsewhere. 
It’s also a good time to revisit per¬ 
sonal budgets, reassess “needs” 
versus “wants” and discuss dis¬ 
cretionary funding. 

An assessment will be espe¬ 
cially crucial for people on a 
tight budget, as they might see a 
harsher impact from the law in 
the coming years. 

“If they have discretionary 
income now they may not notice 
right away, but if they are on a 
tight budget [they should] go to 
a financial counselor on their 
base and ask for an assessment of 
their financial situation,” Merry 
said. “If they are close on their 
budget they need to take a close 
look at how it will affect them 
individually.” 

Even now, work is underway 
on Capitol Hill to tweak the tax 
reform law, or make “technical 
corrections,” Allen said. For ex¬ 
ample, businesses under the new 
plan will see the Work Opportu¬ 
nity Tax Credit program, which 
allows tax credits for employers 
who hire certain veterans, expire 
next year. 

Saunders said there are efforts 
to have that plan extended beyond 
2019. 

Merry said this year’s tax filing 
will be a good test run for changes 
to come for tax filers. 

“They may be able to use the 
tax filings this year as a spring¬ 
board as to how their taxes will 
be impacted next year,” he said. 
“Don’t celebrate as you face an 
unknown — compare this year’s 
taxes to what the law says about 
next year.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

Trump honored 
for suspending 
aid to Pakistan 



Chad GARLANo/Stars and Stripes 


Brig. Gen. Roger B. Turner Jr., left, speaks with Brig. Gen. Benjamin T. Watson on Monday at Camp 
Shorab in Helmand province, A^anistan, shortly after Watson assumed command of Task Force 
Southwest from Turner. 

Passing: More support expected for tactical troops 


By Chad Garland 

AND ZUBAIR BaBAKARKHAIL 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Hun¬ 
dreds of Afghans in Logar prov¬ 
ince recognized President Donald 
Trump with a gold medal for 
bravery after his administration 
suspended aid to Pakistan. 

Community members from 
tribal leaders down to cobblers 
chipped in a total of 45,000 af¬ 
ghanis, or about $650, to pay for 
the handcrafted gold medallion, 
which was presented to the US. 
Embassy on Saturday. 

It carries an inscription in Dari 
that reads: “For bravery, from the 
Afghan people to Donald Trump, 
president of the United States of 
America.” 

The medal was awarded less 
than two weeks after Trump, in 
his first tweet of 2018, accused 
Islamabad of accepting $33 bil¬ 
lion in aid since 2002 while giving 
“nothing but lies & deceit” in re¬ 
turn. Days later, the White House 
said it would hold back $2 billion 
in military support until Islam¬ 
abad did more to fight terrorism. 

People here have long protest¬ 
ed that Pakistan gives terrorists 
a safe haven, said Farhad Akbari, 
a tribal leader in Logar province, 
which is situated south of the Af¬ 
ghan capital. Until Trump, he 
said, those protests seemed to fall 
on deaf ears. 

“No one would listen to our 
cries,” he said. “The main reason 
the US. is in Afghanistan is be¬ 
cause of Osama bin Laden and al- 
Qaida, but [bin Laden] was killed 
in Pakistan.” 

Akbari noted that top Tal¬ 
iban leaders — founder Mullah 
Mohammad Omar and Omar’s 
successor. Mullah Akhtar Mo¬ 
hammad Mansour — had found 
sanctuary in Pakistan. Omar died 
in Pakistan in 2014, and Mansour 
was killed in a drone strike there 
in 2016. 

Radio Free Afghanistan first 
reported about the medal on 
Sunday. An embassy official con¬ 
firmed the medal had been pre¬ 
sented but declined to provide 
any further details. 

A vocal critic of Islamic ex¬ 
tremism, Trump has tried to ban 
immigration from certain Mus- 
lim-m^ority countries, yet he’s 
been praised by some citizens in 
Islamic countries where the US. 
is helping fight terrorism. The 
president’s remarks exposed Pak¬ 
istan’s “true face,” said Akbari, 
who added that he has fought the 
Taliban in Logar province. 

Across the border in Pakistan, 
Trump’s tweet raised the ire of 
officials, who said much of that 
aid was in return for supporting 
the U.S.-led war effort in Afghani- 


^No one would 
listen to our cries. ^ 

Farhad Akbari 

a tribal leader in Logar province, 
Afghanistan 


ij 


Courtesy of Said Farhad Akbari 

A community in Logar province, 
A^hanistan, purchased this gold 
medal for bravery and presented 
it to the U.S. Embassy in Kabul 
for President Donald Trump on 
Saturday. 

Stan. Some said they felt betrayed 
by the U.S. over Trump’s actions. 

For about 16 years, the U.S. has 
relied on Pakistan for overflight 
and land transit into landlocked 
Afghanistan. Washington has 
also paid Islamabad to station 
Pakistani troops in the border re¬ 
gion with Afghanistan. 

Pakistan says it has suffered 
50,000 casualties in its own war 
on terrorism, according to a Jan. 
2 tweet from its official Twitter 
account. 

In the wake of the controversy, 
however, Islamabad reportedly 
released for the first time a list 
of 72 terrorist groups operating 
on its soil, along with a warning 
to citizens that they’d be punished 
for contact with those groups. 

Getting tough with Pakistan 
plays into long-standing tensions 
between the South Asian neigh¬ 
bors, but critics say the U.S. is 
simply trying to blame someone 
else for its failure to crush the in¬ 
surgency over the past 16 years. 

Insurgents control or contest 
more than a third of Afghani¬ 
stan’s 407 districts, more than 
at any time since the Taliban 
regime’s 2001 ouster. In addi¬ 
tion, an Islamic State offshoot has 
proved resilient in the few prov¬ 
inces where it operates. 

Last weekend. President Ashraf 
Ghani asked United Nations Se¬ 
curity Council members visiting 
Kabul to push for more coopera¬ 
tion from Pakistan in fighting the 
militants. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“As we speak, [Afghan security 
forces] are conducting offensive 
operations in 13 of Afghanistan’s 
34 provinces, and it started right 
here in Helmand,” Nicholson said. 
“The Tahban, and especially their 
senior leadership, are seriously 
questioning their future here in 
Helmand.” 

The province has been the site 
of some of the heaviest fighting, 
where many Marines gave their 
hves in the 16-year war. But after 
combat operations ended in 2014, 
security in the province faltered, 
and the provincial capital, Lash- 
kar Gah, was on the verge of fall¬ 
ing to the insurgents in 2016. 

The local army corps was dis¬ 
integrating under poor leader¬ 
ship and corruption, so NATO 
scrambled an ad hoc Army advi¬ 
sory group to help shore up gov¬ 
ernment forces and rebuff the 
Taliban advance. Last spring, the 
Army handed that mission over to 
the Marines, the largest contin¬ 
gent the Corps had deployed to the 
country since the end of combat 
operations. 

Since then, the task force of 
about 300 Marines has advised 
the Afghan army’s 215th corps 
and the national police’s 505th 
zone, supporting nine offensive 
operations throughout the prov¬ 
ince, helping wrest back territory 
and bolstering security around 
the capital. 

When the Marines first re¬ 
turned to the province, they were 
able to rekindle some old relation¬ 
ships, Turner said, and quickly 
built new ones that helped them 
get up to speed. 

“We put the gas pedal on the 
floor back last April and left it 
there,“ Turner said. 

Among the task force’s suc¬ 
cesses, officials said, was the de¬ 
velopment of an offensive mindset 
among the Afghan forces. 

Last summer, backed by Ma¬ 
rines, local troops retook the 
Nawa district center, the site of a 
vital airfield near the provincial 
capital. Local forces also carried 
out offensives in Sangin, Nad’Ali, 
Nahr-e Sarqj and Garmsir, show¬ 
ing increasing confidence and 
competence, the Marines said. 

The security forces “stole the 
initiative from the enemy,” Turner 


said. “They stole the initiative and 
they never relinquished it.” 

In an operation that just ended 
Saturday, government forces re¬ 
captured Marjah, a key district 
where thousands of Marines, in¬ 
ternational forces and Afghans 
had ousted the Taliban eight years 
ago in one of the largest operations 
of the war — one that officials 
were confident then would mark a 
turning point. 

But as the war grinds on, a re¬ 
surgent Taliban controls or influ¬ 
ences an estimated 13 percent of 
the country’s 407 districts, the 
most territory since its regime was 
toppled in 2001. Late last year, the 
U.S. and Afghanistan launched a 
campaign targeting the group’s 
drug revenues in Helmand, with 
airstrikes and special operations 
forces raids. The Marines have 
also been operating the M142 
High Mobihty Artillery Rocket 
System, or HIMARS, in support 
of the campaign. 

As the Marines have helped 
their counterparts take a more 
aggressive stance, the Afghans 
have seen a 40 percent reduction 
in casualties, Nicholson said. Also, 
casualty evacuation training has 
reduced the time it takes to ferry 
wounded troops from the battle¬ 
field. The Marines also helped 
their partners introduce an op¬ 
erational readiness cycle that has 
provided rehef to beleaguered 
units and allowed them a chance 
to regroup and hone their skills. 

Air controllers trained by the 
Marines have shown recent com¬ 
petence in calling for precision 
airstrikes from MD-530 helicop¬ 
ters and A-29 light attack planes 
in support of maneuvering ground 
elements, officials said. 

While the first rotation trained 
and advised security forces at the 
brigade and battalion levels in 
some cases, the second rotation 
is expected to do more to support 
tactical units. 

The Trump administration’s 
strategy calls for putting more 
U.S. advisers with front-line units. 
Nicholson expects to have those 
troops in place this spring with the 
deployment of the Army’s 1st Se¬ 
curity Forces Assistance Brigade. 

As part of that plan, the new Ma¬ 
rine rotation brings more troops to 
advise the lower-level units — but 


still fewer than 400 — and brings 
more capabilities, though Watson, 
the unit’s commander, declined 
to discuss what those capabilities 
include. 

Watson, who served in Helmand 
during the height of U.S. involve¬ 
ment in the war, said he is focused 
on building on the work Turner 
and his Marines had started. 

“My team and I, we’re honored 
to be here,” he said. “We’re so¬ 
bered by the responsibility with 
which we’ve been entrusted, but 
we’re excited by the opportunity 
to make a difference.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


























Page 6 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 17,2018 


MILITARY 


WWII Army hero dog honored 75 years later 



Photos by Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


John Wren, whose family donated their dog Chips to the war effort in 1942, poses with military working 
dog Ayron. Ayron received the PDSA Dickin Medal, the animal equivalent of the Victoria Cross, on Chips’ 
behalf in London on Monday. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A U.S. Army dog 
that attacked a machine-gun nest 
during World War II was posthu¬ 
mously awarded Britain’s high¬ 
est honor for animal bravery on 
Monday. 

Chips, a German shepherd- 
husky cross, was awarded the 
Dickin Medal for actions during a 
1943 beach landing in Sicily. Ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. soldiers. Chips 
raced into an Italian machine- 
gun nest, attacking an enemy sol¬ 
dier by the throat and pulling the 
gun from its mount. 

The medal was awarded by vet¬ 
erinary charity PDSA in a cere¬ 
mony at the Churchill War Rooms 
in London. The honor was accept¬ 
ed by John Wren, 76, of Southold, 
N.Y., whose father donated Chips 
to the war effort in 1942. 

Lt. Col. Alan Throop, who at¬ 
tended on behalf of the U.S. Army, 
said that shortly after the battle. 
Chips was recommended for the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Silver Star and the Purple Heart. 
The awards were later rescinded 
because army policy didn’t allow 
animals to receive medals. 

Chips suffered scalp wounds 
and powder burns in the battle 
but survived the war, returning to 
his owners in Pleasantville, N.Y. 

The medal was awarded on 



A PDSA board shows a 
photograph of U.S. Army hero 
dog Chips. 


the 75th anniversary of the Cas¬ 
ablanca Conference, at which 
British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt plotted 
wartime strategy. Chips served 
as a sentry at the conference and 
met both leaders. 

“It has taken over seven decades, 
but Chips can now finally take his 
place in the history books as one of 
the most heroic dogs to serve with 


the U.S. Army,” PDSA Director 
General Jan McLoughlin said. 
Since 1943, the Dickin Medal 


has recognized gallantry by ani¬ 
mals serving with the military, 
police or rescue services. Re¬ 


cipients include 33 dogs, 32 mes¬ 
senger pigeons, four horses and a 
cat. 


Veteran sues VA over 
scalpel left in his body 


Associated Press 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — An 
Army veteran who says someone 
left a scalpel inside him after sur¬ 
gery is suing a Connecticut Veter¬ 
ans Affairs hospital. 

Bridgeport resident Glenford 
Turner said the scalpel was dis¬ 
covered years later after he suf¬ 
fered from long-term abdominal 
pain. He sued the VA in U.S. 
District Court last week, seek¬ 
ing unspecified compensatory 
damages. 

Court papers say Turner had 


surgery at the VA hospital in West 
Haven in 2013. Nearly four years 
later, he went back to the VA with 
dizziness and severe abdominal 
pain. An X-ray showed there was 
a scalpel inside his body. 

Turner had to undergo surgery 
to remove the scalpel. His law¬ 
yer said doctors confirmed it was 
the same one. The lawyer calls 
it “an incomprehensible level of 
incompetence.” 

The VA said Monday it doesn’t 
typically comment on pending 
litigation. 



Courtesy of FAXON Law Group/AP 


This X-ray image provided by the attorney for Glenford Turner shows 
a scalpel Turner claims was left inside him after surgery in 2013 at 
a Veterans Affairs hospital in Connecticut. 


Fort Drum GI delivers daughter after mom sent home 


By Elizabeth Doran 
Syracuse Media Group, N.Y. 

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — When Brittany Ken¬ 
nedy showed up at the hospital in labor last 
Monday night, she was told she wasn’t dilated 
enough to have her baby and was sent back 
home to the Fort Drum Army base. 

Less than an hour later, her husband — U.S. 
Army Sgt. Preston Kennedy, a field artillery 
tactical database systems specialist with the 
1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Di¬ 
vision — delivered their baby girl in the cou¬ 
ple’s car at a Fort Drum entrance gate. The 
couple’s other four children remained in the 
back seat of their Dodge Durango — one of 
them fast asleep during the whole event. 

“I still can hardly believe it,” Brittany Ken¬ 
nedy, 29, said this past weekend. “I had a baby 


inside a car! And I’m so proud of my husband 
— the first time we had a child he nearly 
passed out in the delivery room.” 

Kennedy wasn’t due to have her baby until 
Jan. 25, but her labor pains started Jan 8. By 
late afternoon, the couple decided to go to the 
hospital. 

At the hospital, Kennedy said, she was 
examined but sent home because her labor 
hadn’t progressed enough. She said she ques¬ 
tioned the decision, but decided the experts 
knew best. She said she had had four children 
already, and felt like she knew her body. 

As they drove, Kennedy remembers the 
pain intensifying. As they drove, she told her 
husband she felt the urge to push. 

“I told her no — don’t push, just breathe — 
until we can at least get home,” said Preston 
Kennedy, 29. “We made it to the Fort Drum 


gates, and I pulled over and stopped the car.” 

He called out to the soldier at the gate to call 
an ambulance. 

“I’m thinking ‘Oh my God, not right now,”’ 
Preston Kennedy said. “I was really nervous, 
but I knew I had to stay calm. I could see the 
baby’s head crowning, and then it was coming 
out in my palm. And then she was out — and 
crying!” 

At some point during the whirlwind deliv¬ 
ery, Preston Kennedy called his platoon ser¬ 
geant, Justin Foster. When he told him he was 
at the gate delivering his baby, Foster at first 
didn’t believe him, but he quickly realized it 
was true. 

“I could hear his wife screaming in pain,” 
Foster recalled, and just a few seconds later 
he heard the baby start to cry. 


France drops 
investigation 
into troops’ 
child abnse 

By Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — French investigators 
have dropped an investigation 
of alleged child sexual abuse by 
French soldiers in Central Afri¬ 
can Republic. 

A judicial official said Monday 
that investigating judges made 
the decision last week. 

The official, who was not autho¬ 
rized to be publicly named dis¬ 
cussing the case, would not give 
their reasons. 

French news reports say the in¬ 
vestigators concluded they didn’t 
have enough evidence to bring 
charges. 

About 15 children told United 
Nations investigators they were 
sexually abused by French troops 
in Central African Republic’s 
capital, Bangui, in 2014. The 
abuse allegedly took place in or 
near a camp for displaced people 
near M’Poko airport, which the 
French soldiers were assigned to 
protect. 

France, Central African Re¬ 
public’s former colonial ruler, 
sent troops in 2013 amid violence 
between Christians and Muslims. 
A UN. peacekeeping mission 
began the next year. 
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VA won’t study pot to treat PTSD 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 


Military 
strategist 
Brimley 
dead at 40 

The Washington Post 

Shawn Brimley, a senior Pen¬ 
tagon and White House official 
who pressed the U.S. military to 
embrace a future of increasingly 
rapid technological change, died 
Jan. 9 at a hospital in Bethesda, 
Md. He was 40. 

The cause was complications 
from colon cancer, said Colin 
Kahl, a friend. 

Brimley was most recently 
vice president and director of 
studies at the Center for a New 
American Security, a defense 
and foreign policy think tank 
that produced many of the top of¬ 
ficials at the Pentagon and State 
Department during the Obama 
administration. 

He served in the government 
from 2009 to 2012, first as a 
special adviser at the Pentagon 
and then as director of strategic 
planning at the National Security 
Council. Otherwise, much of his 
Washington career was spent at 
CNAS. 

As a White House official and 
later at CNAS, Brimley pushed 
the military to prepare for a 
new era of robotic warfare. His 
ideas helped drive the Pentagon’s 
“third-offset strategy,” which 
sought to reshape the U.S. mili¬ 
tary in preparation for a possible 
conflict with a m^or power such 
as Russia or China. 

The concept, which originated 
with a CNAS study that Brimley 
co-authored, was announced by 
then-Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel in 2014 as Pentagon poli¬ 
cy. It presumed that the United 
States would be badly outnum¬ 
bered in a regional conflict with 
China or Russia and would need 
to use its technological advantag¬ 
es to offset its enemies’ quantita¬ 
tive superiority. 


UK scrambles 2 jets 
to eye Russian bombers 

LONDON — Britain’s Royal 
Air Force scrambled two fighter 
jets to intercept Russian strategic 
bombers near UK. airspace on 
Monday, in another illustration of 
ongoing tensions. 

The RAF confirmed that it sent 
Typhoon aircraft from the Loss¬ 
iemouth base in Scotland on a 
“quick reaction alert” as two Tu¬ 
polev Tu-160 Blackjack bombers 
approached Britain. 

“The Russian aircraft were 
initially monitored by a variety 
of friendly nation fighters and 
subsequently intercepted by the 
RAF in the North Sea,” the air 
force said. “At no point did the 
Russian aircraft enter sovereign 
UK. airspace.” 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
the pair of bombers flew over the 
Barents, Norwegian and North 
seas during a 13-hour training 
mission that covered neutral wa¬ 
ters, in line with international 
norms. 

From The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Despite 
pleas from congressmen, vet¬ 
erans and the country’s largest 
veterans service organization 
asking for research into medi¬ 
cal marijuana, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs won’t initiate 
a study into the drug’s effects on 
post-traumatic stress disorder, VA 
Secretary David Shulkin wrote in 
a letter to House Democrats. 

The letter, dated Dec. 21 and 
publicly released Tuesday, was 
written in response to a request 
in October from Democrats on 
the House Committee on Veter¬ 
ans’ Affairs for the VA to initiate 
research into the efficacy of med¬ 
ical cannabis. In their request, 
the Democrats cited the country’s 
opioid crisis and the growing de¬ 
mand from veterans and m^or 
service groups that want canna¬ 
bis available as a treatment op¬ 
tion for chronic pain and PTSD. 

“VA is committed to research 
and developing effective ways to 
help veterans cope with post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder and chronic 
pain conditions,” Shulkin wrote. 
“However, federal law restricts 
VA’s ability to conduct research 
involving medical marijuana, or 
to refer veterans to such research 
projects.” 

The letter states that a VA re¬ 
view last year of existing research 
found a connection between mar¬ 
ijuana use and increased odds 
of suicide, as well as increased 
evidence of mania and psychotic 
symptoms. It calls attention to 
the VA’s efforts to reduce opioid 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on Tuesday called on NATO to 
take a stance against the United 
States, a fellow ally, over its plans 
to form a 30,000-strong Kurdish- 
led border security force in Syria. 

Turkey has been threatening to 
launch a new military offensive 
in Syria against Syrian Kurdish 
mihtias, which Turkey considers 
to be terrorists because of their 
affiliation with outlawed Kurdish 
rebels fighting Turkey. 

On Monday, Erdogan accused 
the United States of creating an 
“army of terror” in Syria, along 
the border with Turkey, and 
vowed to crush the U.S.-backed 
border force. 

Addressing his ruling party’s 
deputies on Tuesday, Erdogan 
questioned NATO’s stance on the 
issue, saying: “Hey, NATO! You are 
obliged to make a stance against 
those who harass and violate the 
borders of your members.” 

NATO’s headquarters described 


prescriptions, and the letter lists 
alternatives available to veterans 
through the VA, including yoga, 
acupuncture, massage therapy 
and tai chi. 

Rep. Tim Walz, of Minnesota, 
the ranking Democrat on the 
House VA oversight committee, 
who signed the October letter, 
on Tuesday called Shulkin’s re¬ 
sponse “disappointing and un¬ 
acceptable” and an attempt to 
mislead the veterans community. 

Walz and other Democrats 
fired back a request Tuesday for 
Shulkin to explain the specific 
barriers preventing the VA from 
researching marijuana. They 
asked for an explanation by Feb. 
1 . 

In a scathing report Tuesday 
about Shulkin’s letter, John Hudak, 
deputy director of the Center for 
Effective Public Management at 
the Brookings Institution, called 
the VA secretary’s response “an 
unfortunate combination of false 
information, incomplete analysis 
and incomprehensible logic.” 

Shulkin “appears to wave 
off committee members’ con¬ 
cerns about an issue that affects 
the lives of millions of soldiers 
and veterans across the United 
States,” Hudak wrote in a report. 

Hudak said Shulkin mischar- 
acterized federal law, and the 
claim that the VA is barred from 
researching marijuana is “simply 
false.” He went on to say Shulkin, 
who is also a physician, cherry- 
picked research without provid¬ 
ing context. 

Shulkin’s newly stated position 
on marijuana will send a message 


Turkey as “a highly valued ally” 
and said the alliance was commit¬ 
ted to Turkey’s defense. It said, 
however, that the alliance did not 
have a presence on the ground in 
Syria and that the matter was an 
issue for the U.S.-led anti-Islamic 
State coahtion, which includes 
dozens of countries. 

Ties between Turkey and the 
United States have deteriorated 
over U.S. support for the Kurd¬ 
ish mihtia, known as the People’s 
Defense Units, or YPG, which 
Turkey says is a m^or threat to its 
security. The United States, how¬ 
ever, has relied on the YPG — the 
backbone of a Syrian force that 
drove ISIS from much of northern 
and eastern Syria with the help of 
U.S.-led airstrikes. 

The coalition has said the new 
force, expected to reach 30,000 
in the next several years, is a key 
element of its strategy in Syria to 
prevent the resurgence of ISIS in 
Syria. 

Erdogan on Tuesday reiterated 
that Turkey planned an immi- 


to veterans, Hudak wrote. 

His report follows a decision 
earlier this month from Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions to give 
discretion to U.S. attorneys to 
decide how aggressively to en¬ 
force federal marijuana laws. 
Though it doesn’t affect medi¬ 
cal marijuana, some advocates 
believe the uncertainty created 
by the decision could push more 
veterans to stay silent about their 
marijuana use and instead self- 
medicate. In statements from the 
White House, President Donald 
Trump’s administration stood by 
the decision. 

“Combining concerns about 
the Attorney General, language 
from the White House supporting 
Mr. Sessions and a VA Depart¬ 
ment unwilling even to conduct 
research into the possibility that 
marijuana could have medical 
value speaks loudly to veterans,” 
Hudak wrote. “It tells them that 
this administration will be tough 
on marijuana and that it has no 
interest in answering important 
medical questions — even those 
that could improve the lives 
and well-being of our wounded 
warriors.” 

In May, Shulkin said during a 
public address that he was open 
to learning about any evidence 
marijuana could be used to treat 
veterans. Motivated in part by 
those comments, the American 
Legion, with a membership of 2 
million veterans, aggressively 
advocated last year for the VA to 
spearhead research. 

The Legion commissioned a 
poll in November that found 92 


nent intervention in the Kurdish- 
controlled enclave of Afrin in 
northern Syria. Turkey has sent 
reinforcements to its border in 
recent weeks, and Erdogan said 
Turkish troops were already fir¬ 
ing artillery at Afrin from the 
border. 

Speaking to reporters after his 
speech to party legislators, Erdo¬ 
gan said Turkey would conduct 
the operation in Afrin with Turk¬ 
ish-backed Syrian opposition forc- 


percent of veteran households 
are in favor of more marijuana 
research. The Legion sent its own 
requests for research to Shulkin 
last fall, but they went unan¬ 
swered, organization officials 
said. 

The group also tried to drum 
up support at the VA for the first 
government-approved study of 
marijuana’s effects on veterans 
with PTSD. The study is under¬ 
way in Phoenix, but researchers 
are struggling to recruit enough 
eligible veterans. 

When researchers and the 
Legion requested help from the 
Phoenix VA hospital, the VA said 
federal law restricted the agency 
from recommending the study to 
patients. As of Tuesday, the study 
had enrolled 35 veterans of the 76 
needed to complete the study. 

The American Legion and the 
group of House Democrats be¬ 
lieve the VA is best positioned to 
research marijuana because of 
its access to veterans struggling 
with PTSD whose symptoms 
haven’t improved through other 
treatments. 

“We are specifically interested 
in VA research into the impact 
of medical cannabis on veterans 
suffering from chronic pain and 
PTSD,” Walz said in a written 
statement released Tuesday. “If 
there is indeed legislative action 
needed, I sincerely hope Secre¬ 
tary Shulkin will clearly identify 
the steps Congress must take so 
that VA may begin their research 
without delay.” 

wentling.nikkidJstripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


es, the state-run Anadolu Agency 
reported. 

Asked whether he planned to 
discuss the Kurdish-led border 
force with U.S. President Donald 
Trump, Erdogan said he had no 
plans to call the U.S. leader. 

“We discussed the issue before. 
He said he would get back to me. I 
won’t call him as long as he does 
not get back to me,” Anadolu quot¬ 
ed Erdogan as saying. 


Erdogan: NATO must 
take stance against 
US over border force 



Burhan Ozbilici/AP 


Turkey’s President and leader of ruling Justice and Deveiopment 
Party Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses his lawmakers at the 
parliament in Ankara on Tuesday. 
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DHS chief says she didn't 
hear Trump use vulgarity 


By Ed O’Keefe and Nick Miroff 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Homeland Security Secretary 
Kristjen Nielsen confirmed that President Donald 
Trump used “tough language” in an Oval Office 
meeting last week over immigration policy, but she 
said she did not hear him describe some African 
countries and Haiti as “shithole countries,” as has 
been reported. 

Nielsen confirmed Trump’s tone while testifying 
under oath to the Senate Judiciary Committee on 
Tuesday morning. Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., asked Nielsen 
whether Trump had used the 
vulgarity to describe the coun¬ 
tries “or a substantially similar 
word.” 

“I did not hear that word 
used,” Nielsen told members of 
the committee. 

When Leahy asked again, 
Nielsen said, “The conversa¬ 
tion was very impassioned. I 
don’t dispute that the president 
was using tough language. Others in the room were 
also using tough language.” 

“The president used tough language in general, 
as did other congressmen in the room, yes sir,” she 
said later, when Leahy pressed her again. 

Nielsen sat before the Senate panel for a long- 
scheduled oversight hearing on Homeland Security 
Department matters. 

Hopes of a deal to keep the government open be¬ 
yond a Friday deadline have been complicated by 
lingering mistrust following the Oval Office meet¬ 
ing, during which, according to several people fa¬ 
miliar with the gathering. Trump used vulgar terms 
to describe poor countries sending immigrants to 
the United States. 

The meeting was convened to consider a bipar¬ 
tisan immigration deal to protect the so-called 
“Dreamers” — young immigrants brought to the 
United States illegally as children, including the 
690,000 currently enrolled in the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program that Trump has 
canceled. Democratic leaders are demanding that 


protections for the DACA recipients be part of any 
spending deal. They have the leverage to do so be¬ 
cause Senate Republicans would need at least nine 
Democratic votes to support any funding measure. 
Democrats also want Republicans to match military 
spending that Trump and many GOP lawmakers 
are seeking with an equal increase in nondefense 
funding. 

In an interview with “CBS This Morning” on 
Tuesday morning, Nielsen reiterated that she didn’t 
recall Trump using vulgarity to describe African 
nations and Haiti. 

“I just don’t — I don’t — that’s — I don’t — that’s 
not a word that I remember being used. It was very 
impassioned,” Nielsen said. “People on all sides feel 
very strongly about this issue, frankly, as well as 
they should. There were a lot of conversations hap¬ 
pening at the same time. It’s not a particular phrase 
that I heard.” 

If Congress fails to reach an agreement on the sta¬ 
tus of DACA recipients by the end of DACA in early 
March, Nielsen told CBS that people protected by 
the program will not be a priority for federal immi¬ 
gration agents for removal. 

“If you are a DACA that’s compliant with your 
registration, meaning you haven’t committed a 
crime and you in fact are registered, you’re not pri¬ 
ority of enforcement for ICE should the program 
end,” she said. 

Nielsen’s testimony comes as Republicans have 
concluded that they are unlikely to reach a long¬ 
term spending accord by the Friday deadline. GOP 
leaders are now turning to a short-term funding 
measure in hopes of keeping agencies open while 
talks continue, but Democratic leaders say they are 
unlikely to support any deal that does not protect 
young illegal immigrants. 

Aides to key negotiators from both parties 
planned to meet Tuesday in an effort to rekindle 
budget talks, setting up a Wednesday meeting of the 
leaders themselves. If they cannot agree, the gov¬ 
ernment would shut down at midnight Friday for the 
first time since 2013. 

House Republican leaders were scheduled to dis¬ 
cuss their plans for a stopgap spending measure 
with rank-and-file lawmakers Tuesday evening. 



Nielsen 


House panel interviews former 
Trump aide in Russia probe 


By Tom LoBianco 

AND Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Steve Ban- 
non, the onetime close confidant to 
President Donald Trump, arrived 
early Tuesday for his interview 
before the House Intelligence 
Committee. 

His interview follows his spec¬ 
tacular fall from power after being 
quoted in a book that he sees the 
president’s son and others as having 
engaged in “treasonous” behavior 
for taking a meeting with Russians 
during the 2016 campaign. 

In Michael Wolff’s “Fire and 
Fury,” Bannon accuses Donald 
Trump Jr., Jared Kushner and 
former Trump campaign chair¬ 
man Paul Manafort of essentially 
betraying the nation by meeting 
with a group of Russian lawyers 
and lobbyists who they believed 
were ready to offer “dirt” on Dem¬ 


ocratic candidate Hillary Clinton. 

More recently, Bannon has said 
he was not referring to Trump 
Jr. but rather to Manafort. Wolff 
stands by his account. 

After the book’s release. Trump 
quickly disavowed “Sloppy Steve 
Bannon” and argued extensively 
there was no evidence of collusion 
between his presidential cam¬ 
paign and operatives tied to Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 
Bannon apologized a few days 
later, but was stripped of his job 
leading the pro-Trump news site 
Breitbart News. 

Bannon last year had largely 
avoided the scrutiny of congres¬ 
sional investigators, who instead 
focused much of their energy on 
trying to secure interviews with 
top witnesses such as Manafort 
and former national security ad¬ 
viser Michael Flynn. 

Bannon played a critical role 


in the campaign, the presidential 
transition and the White House 
— all during times now under 
scrutiny from congressional in¬ 
vestigators looking for possible 
evidence of a connection between 
Trump’s operations and Russia. 

Bannon recently retained the 
same lawyer being used by for¬ 
mer Trump chief of staff Reince 
Priebus and White House general 
counsel Don McGahn. Neither 
Bannon nor his lawyer immedi¬ 
ately responded to a request for 
comment Monday. 

The House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee is speeding toward a con¬ 
clusion of its interviews in its 
Russia investigation. The final re¬ 
sult could be marred by partisan 
infighting, raising the probability 
that Republicans on the panel will 
issue one set of findings and the 
Democrats will issue their own 
report. 



Greg Eans, The (Owensboro, Ky.) Messenger-Inquirer/AP 


Wayne Finley, with the Owensboro Convention Center, clears snow 
from a section of the steps at the entrance to the facility on Tuesday 
In Owensboro, Ky. 


Winter storm hits South, 
closing roads, runways 


By Jeff Martin 
AND Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Snow falling in 
Louisiana during the pre-dawn 
hours prompted the closure of 
multiple interstates as a winter 
weather system took aim at other 
states across the Deep South, 
forecasters said. 

The National Weather Service 
on Tuesday issued winter storm 
warnings in parts of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. Winter weather 
advisories covered most of Ala¬ 
bama and much of Georgia. Sev¬ 
eral school districts across the 
region canceled classes. 

Hundreds of flights were can¬ 
celed at Texas airports — includ¬ 
ing at Houston, San Antonio and 
Austin — where frigid tempera¬ 
tures left runways dangerously 
icy. Forecasters warned mari¬ 
ners along the Texas coast to be 
on guard for gale-force winds. 

Snow was falling Tuesday 
morning in Louisiana, Missis¬ 
sippi and Alabama, and was ex¬ 
pected to move into Alabama and 
Georgia later in the day. 

In Louisiana, state officials 
said both lanes of Interstate 49 in 
the Shreveport area were closed 
early Tuesday. Parts of 1-20 and 
1-220 were also closed. 

“We’ve got numerous crashes 
on the interstates and surface 
roads,” Louisiana State Trooper 
Glenn Younger said Tuesday 
morning from Bossier City, La., 
just across the Red River from 
Shreveport. 

What looked like about 1 inch of 
snow covered the hood of Glenn 
Springfield’s truck when he 
went outside Tuesday morning 
in northeast Louisiana, he said. 
Springfield, a spokesman for the 
Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office, 
said the worst highway conditions 
were about 100 miles west of him 
— but the snow was heading east. 

“We’re just advising people 
that if you don’t have to work, stay 
home,” Springfield said. 

Ice had coated roads and bridg¬ 
es in 36 of Mississippi’s 82 coun¬ 
ties, mostly in the northern and 
central parts of the state, the Mis¬ 
sissippi Department of Transpor- 



Stacy Shoaf walks her dog, 
Rambo, as snow falls in Oxford, 
Miss., on Tuesday. 


tation said in a statement Tuesday 
morning. Some of the heaviest 
snow in Mississippi was expected 
in the state’s Delta region, where 
up to 3 inches was possible. 

In Alabama, schools were clos¬ 
ing or altering operating hours 
Tuesday as far south as south 
Alabama, and numerous busi¬ 
nesses and government offices 
closed because of the threat. Ala¬ 
bama Gov. Kay Ivey has declared 
a state of emergency. 

Forecasters aren’t predicting 
a large amount of snow for Ala¬ 
bama —just 2 inches or less, with 
more in spots. But they say tem¬ 
peratures steadily falling into the 
teens could freeze anything that 
comes down. 

Drivers had a hard time navi¬ 
gating hills around the north Ala¬ 
bama city of Haleyville, where 
roads quickly turned white Tues¬ 
day morning, but there was still 
plenty of traffic because manu¬ 
facturing plants that didn’t close 
in advance began dismissing 
workers, store clerk Rose Payne 
said. 

“It’s coming down as snow, but 
with these cars driving over it, it 
looks like ice on the ground,” said 
Payne. 



















Wednesday, January 17,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


NATION 


13 Calif, siblings 
held captive by 
parents rescued 


By Samantha Schmidt 
The Washington Post 

The front yard of the house in 
the quiet neighborhood in Perris, 
Calif., was often overgrown with 
weeds nearly 6 feet tall. There 
were no toys, no bicycles in the 
front yard, neighbors said. More 
than a dozen children supposedly 
lived inside the home, but they 
never came outside to play. 

On Sunday morning, authorities 
found 13 brothers and sisters held 
captive in the home, with several 
shackled to beds with chains and 
padlocks, “in dark and foul-smell¬ 
ing” conditions, the Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Department said 
in a news release. 

The sibhngs all appeared to be 
children, so sheriff deputies were 
“shocked” to discover that seven of 
them were actually adults, accord¬ 
ing to the news release. The ages 
of the 13 victims ranged from 2 to 
29. They appeared malnourished 
and dirty and told authorities they 
were starving. 

One of them, a 17-year-old girl, 
managed to escape early Sunday 
morning, calling police on a cell¬ 
phone she found in the home. “She 
appeared to be only 10 years old 
and slightly emaciated,” the sher¬ 
iff’s department said in their news 
release. 

The parents, David Allen Tur¬ 
pin, 57, and Louise Anna Turpin, 
49, have been arrested on charges 
of torture and child endanger- 
ment. Their bail is set at $9 million 
each. They were “unable to imme¬ 
diately provide a logical reason” 
why their children were shackled 
and chained, authorities said. 

Authorities interviewed the 
children and provided them with 
food and drink. The six minors 
were taken to a hospital and ad¬ 
mitted for treatment, the sheriff’s 
department said. The seven older 
children were taken to a different 
medical center and also admitted 
for treatment. 

David Turpin is listed in a state 
Department of Education direc¬ 
tory as the principal of Sandcastle 
Day School, a private K-12 school 
that he ran from the couple’s 
home. The school opened in 2011, 
according to the directory. In the 
2016-17 year, the school enrolled a 
total of six students — one in each 
of the fifth, sixth, eighth, ninth, 
10th and 12th grades. 

According to public records, 
the couple own the home and have 
lived there since 2010. They pre¬ 
viously hved in Texas for many 
years and have twice declared 
bankruptcy. 

The Turpins most recently filed 
for bankruptcy in California in 
2011. According to court docu¬ 
ments, David Turpin made about 
$140,000 per year as an engineer 
at Northrop Grumman. The cou¬ 
ple listed about $150,000 in assets. 


including $87,000 in 401(k) plans 
from Northrop Grumman and 
Lockheed Martin. 

Louise Turpin’s occupation was 
listed as a “homemaker.” The cou¬ 
ple owed debt between $100,000 
and $500,000, according to bank¬ 
ruptcy documents. 

Oneoftheir bankruptcy lawyers, 
Nancy Trahan, said in a phone in¬ 
terview with The Washington Post 
Monday evening that she met with 
the couple about four or five times 
in 2011 but hasn’t seen them since 
then. She described the couple as 
“just very normal.” 

“They seemed like very nice 
people,” Trahan said. “They 
spoke often and fondly of their 
children.” 

She did not recall hearing about 
a school run from their home. 

“I just hope those kids are OK,” 
Trahan said. “I wouldn’t have seen 
it coming.” 


They 
seemed 
like very 
nice 
people. 
They 
spoke 
often and 
fondly 
of their 
children. ^ 


David Tur¬ 
pin’s parents, 
James and 
Betty Tur¬ 
pin, of West 
Virginia, told 
ABC News 
they are were 
“shocked” 
by the al¬ 
legations. 
They said 
their grand¬ 
children 
are home- 
schooled. 

They hadn’t 
Nancy Trahan geen their son 
bankruptcy and daughter- 
lawyer in-law in four 
or five years, 
they said. 

Photos on a Facebook page 
that appeared to be created by 

the parents showed the couple 

at Disneyland with the children 
wearing matching shirts. Several 
photos appeared to be taken at a 
wedding ceremony. The parents 
posed in bride and groom attire, 
surrounded by 10 female children 
smiling for the camera in match¬ 
ing purple plaid dresses and white 
shoes. Three male children stood 
behind them wearing suits. 

The couple’s middle-class 
neighborhood is a new tract hous¬ 
ing development of ranch-style 
homes about 70 miles east of Los 
Angeles. The homes were all built 
close together, with only about 5 
feet between the houses. 

Shortly after Kimberly Mil¬ 
ligan, 50, moved to the neighbor¬ 
hood in June 2015, a contractor for 
the development told her the Tur¬ 
pins had about a dozen children, 
she said in an interview with The 


Milhgan said she started seeing 
less and less of the family in the 
last year or so. She said she feels a 
bit guilty for not saying something 
about the family’s oddities earher. 




Elaine Thompson/AP 

Above: James Gleeson, a surveyor with the Washington State 
Department of Transportation, takes measurements from the 
shoulder of Interstate 82 to monitor a slow-moving landslide on 
Rattlesnake Ridge in Union Gap, Wash. Left: Alejandro Mejia stands 
in his driveway as he talks about the landslide. 

Slow-moving landslide threatens Wash, town 


Associated Press 

UNION GAP, Wash. — A slow- 
moving landshde in a fertile farm¬ 
ing region in Washington state 
has forced evacuations as officials 
prepare for what they say is inevi¬ 
table — the collapse of a ridge that 
sits above a few dozen homes and 
a key highway. 

People in Washington are espe¬ 
cially wary of landslides following 
one in 2014 north of Seattle that 
swept through a tiny community 
and across a state road, killing 
dozens. 

Experts say the shde could hap¬ 
pen as soon as late January or 
early February above Union Gap, 
a small agricultural town in the 
rolling brown foothills of the Cas¬ 
cade Range. A chunk of one ridge 
about the size of 24 football fields 
is expected to break off, spilling 
an estimated 4 million cubic yards 
of rocks and dirt. 

Opinions on the impact vary 


widely, ranging from little dam¬ 
age to widespread flooding, espe¬ 
cially in Union Gap. Some worry 
floodwaters will stretch into Ya¬ 
kima, which has 94,000 residents 
and sits just a few miles away. 

Also nearby are the Yakima 
River and Interstate 82, which 
connects Oregon to busy Interstate 
90.1-82 is the main route through 
central Washington’s Yakima 
Valley, which produces many of 
America’s hops, cherries, apples 
and mint. The state has deemed it 
safe to remain open but has placed 
44 shipping containers filled with 
concrete barriers and weighing 9 
to 14 tons each at the bottom of the 
ridge to keep random rocks from 
tumbhng into traffic. 

The hillside has been sliding 
since at least October, when au¬ 
thorities began monitoring huge 
cracks in Rattlesnake Ridge’s 
western slope. At that time, the 
landslide was moving at less than 


an inch per day. More recently, it 
has been measured sliding at 2 y 2 
inches per day. 

Looming over all this are mem¬ 
ories of a massive March 22, 2014, 
landslide in the community of Oso 
that killed 43 people and covered a 
square mile with mud and debris 
and, more recently, this month’s 
deadly landslide in Southern 
California. 

Authorities have already evacu¬ 
ated about 60 residents who live in 
trailers and a few buildings near 
Union Gap, population 6,000. They 
are staying in paid hotel rooms for 
five weeks, although their future 
accommodations are up in the air. 

Alejandro Mejia has lived below 
the ridge for about 14 years and 
last week helped family members 
move some of their belongings. “I 
feel kind of terrible ... that the hill 
is going to fall,” Mejia said, calling 
it a “life or death situation.” 



Your vote matters! 
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Student's stabbing death 
investigated as act of rage 



Gideon and Jeanne Bernstein, parents of Blaze Bernstein, are 
joined by Orange County Sheriff’s Lt. Brad Valentine during a news 
conference in Lake Forest, Calif., on Jan. 10. 


Associated Press 

SANTA ANA, Calif. — The 
death of a 19-year-old University 
of Pennsylvania student who was 
stabbed nearly two dozen times 
and whose body was found bur¬ 
ied in a shallow grave at a Cali¬ 
fornia park is being investigated 
as an act of rage, a newspaper 
reported. 

The Or¬ 
ange County 
Register re¬ 
ported Blaze 
Bernstein 
was stabbed 
more than 
20 times. No 
weapon has 
been found. 
Samuel 
Woodward Lincoln 

Woodward, 

20, was arrested and taken into 
custody Friday on suspicion of 
homicide after DNA evidence 
linked him to the death of Bern¬ 
stein, a college sophomore. Or¬ 
ange County Undersheriff Don 


Barnes said. 

Carrie Braun, a public informa¬ 
tion officer for the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department, would not 
confirm to The Associated Press 
if Bernstein was stabbed, but said 
“the condition of the body at the 
time it was discovered turned it 
from a missing person to a homi¬ 
cide immediately.” 

Bernstein may have been plan¬ 
ning to sexually pursue Wood¬ 
ward, according to a 16-page 
search warrant affidavit obtained 
by The Orange County Register. 

Bernstein texted two female 
friends about a June interaction 
with Woodward, according to the 
affidavit. Bernstein wrote that 
Woodward was about to “hit on 
me” and “he made me promise 
not to tell anyone.” 

Bernstein was home visiting 
his family in Lake Forest during 
winter break when Woodward 
picked him up on Jan. 2 and drove 
with him to several places before 
winding up at a park. 

The two knew each other from 
high school, Barnes said. 


The af¬ 
fidavit also 
noted that 
Woodward 
told investi¬ 
gators that 
Bernstein 
kissed him 
on the lips at 
a stop before 
the park, 
and that he 
pushed Ber¬ 
nstein away. 

Investigators said in the affida¬ 
vit that as he recounted that part 
of his story. Woodward clenched 
his jaw and his fists, saying “he 
wanted to tell Blaze to get off of 
him.” 

Woodward was interviewed by 
investigators after Bernstein was 
reported missing by his parents 
on Jan. 3. 

A sheriff’s investigator wrote 
in court filings that Woodward 
appeared nervous, had scratched 
hands and dirt under his finger¬ 
nails, and avoided touching doors 
with his hands while leaving the 


sheriff’s office building. 

Woodward also told investiga¬ 
tors that Bernstein entered the 
park alone and then he waited 
for Bernstein for an hour before 
driving to meet with a girlfriend, 
the Register reported. However, 
according to the affidavit. Wood¬ 
ward could not remember his 
girlfriend’s last name or where 
she lived. 

It was not immediately possible 
to reach Woodward in custody, 
where he listed his occupation as 
“Nerf games,” according to the 


jail’s website. 

Authorities searched for Bern¬ 
stein for nearly a week with assis¬ 
tance from drone pilots and found 
his body on Tuesday after recent 
rains partially exposed it. 

The death of Bernstein rocked 
the community of Lake Forest, 50 
miles southeast of Los Angeles. 
Hundreds of people held a can¬ 
dlelight vigil to remember him. 

It was the only homicide re¬ 
ported in Lake Forest in at least 
the past four years, according to 
authorities. 




Bernstein 


Suspect named in wounding of 4 South Carolina officers 



Jeffrey S. Collins/AP 

Vehicles are seen Tuesday at a home in York, S.C., where four 
deputies responding to a domestic call were shot and wounded. 


By Jeffrey Collins 
Associated Press 

YORK, S.C. — Four law en¬ 
forcement officers, including 
three sheriff’s deputies, were shot 
and wounded after responding to 
a domestic call in South Carolina 
early Tuesday. 

The suspect, who was also 
wounded in a shootout, was identi¬ 
fied as Christian Thomas McCall, 
47, of York County, State Law En¬ 
forcement Division spokesman 
Thom Berry said Tuesday. 

Deputies had been called to 
a home north of York around 10 
p.m. Monday, Berry said. 

Berry said deputies told him 
the suspect had left the home by 
the time officers arrived. 

During the initial search for 
the suspect early Tuesday, a York 
city officer who had a police dog 


with him was shot and wounded. 
Berry said. There was no imme¬ 
diate word on whether the dog 


was hurt. 

As officers later searched some 
woods, deputies were met by a 


barrage of gunfire and three dep¬ 
uties were hit. Berry said. The 
suspect also was wounded. 

The suspect had several “long 
guns,” Berry said. He did not know 
the specific type of weapons. 

All four officers, as well as the 
suspect, were taken to Caroli- 
nas Medical Center in Charlotte, 
N.C., Berry said. There was no 
word on their condition. Sheriff 
Kevin Tolson was at the hospital 
Tuesday morning. Berry said. 

“We could really use your 
prayers. We could really use 
your thoughts,” sheriff’s spokes¬ 
man Trent Faris said during a 
news conference. Faris also had 
no word on the officers’ condi¬ 
tions. He did not immediately re¬ 
spond to messages for additional 
information. 

No one answered the door at 
McCall’s two-story brick home 


later Tuesday morning. 

A neighbor, Roger Gilfillan, 
said he was stunned to find out 
who might be involved. 

“This is baffling,” Gilfillan 
said, noting McCall lived in the 
home with his wife and three 
children. 

“They were real nice people. 
He just kept to himself,” said 
Gilfillan. 

McCall frequently walked 
around the neighborhood, but 
would only speak when someone 
spoke to him. McCall never ap¬ 
peared to cause any trouble, Gil¬ 
fillan said. 

Berry said a SLED helicopter 
and agents assisted in the search 
and investigation. Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg police also were 
helping with the case. 

York is about 25 miles south¬ 
west of Charlotte. 


Man accused in Wichita hoax call expresses regret for death 


Associated Press 

WICHITA, Kan. — A California man 
accused of making a hoax emergency call 
that resulted in the fatal police shooting of 
an unarmed Kansas man said he regrets 
that someone died but evaded questions 
about whether he made the call that caused 
the shooting. 

Tyler Barriss 25, is charged with invol¬ 
untary manslaughter in the Dec. 28 death 
of Andrew Finch, 28, who was shot by po¬ 
lice after officers went to a Wichita home 
in response to what turned out to be a fake 
report about a shooting and kidnapping. 

During interviews with KWCH-TV on 


Friday and Sunday, Barriss said he was 
sorry a person died and said he was will¬ 
ing to accept whatever punishment he 
receives. At one point in the interview, 
Barriss said he wished the night Finch was 
killed he could have “rewound somehow 
and never done it,” but when asked directly 
whether he made the call, Barriss declined 
to answer. 

“Of course, you know, I feel a little of 
remorse for what happened,” Barriss said 
from the Sedgwick County jail, where he is 
being held on $500,000 bond. “I never in¬ 
tended for anyone to get shot and killed. I 
don’t think during any attempted swatting 


anyone’s intentions are for someone to get 
shot and killed. 

“I’ll just take responsibility and serve 
whatever time, or whatever it is that they 
throw at me. I’m willing to do it,” he said. 

Barriss admitted that he had been paid 
in the past to make similar hoax calls, 
sometimes called “swatting,” but again de¬ 
clined to say whether someone paid him to 
make the call to Wichita. He said he began 
making such calls after he and his grand¬ 
mother were victims of a swatting call in 
2015. 

Prosecutors contend Barriss was in Los 
Angeles when he called police with a fake 


story about a shooting and kidnapping in 
Wichita. 

When police responded to the address, 
an officer fatally shot Finch after he opened 
his door. Police have said Finch moved a 
hand toward his waistband and an officer, 
fearing he was reaching for a gun, shot 
him. Finch was unarmed. 

Barris said he hoped others who make 
hoax calls will see this case as a reason to 
stop, adding he hoped swatting calls are 
“something that ceases to exist.” 

“It hasn’t just affected my life; it’s affect¬ 
ed someone’s family, too,” he said. “Some¬ 
one lost their life.” 
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King children criticize Trump, decry racism 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Kayden Gray, 6, holds up a sign before a march to mark the birthday of siain civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. in San Francisco on Monday. 

^When a president insists that our nation needs 
more citizens from white states like Norway, I 
don’t even think we need to spend any time even 
talking about what it says and what it is. JF 

Martin Luther King III 



By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Two of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s children and the pastor of his 
historic Atlanta church marked the na¬ 
tional King holiday Monday with sharp 
denunciations of President Donald Trump, 
focusing on disparaging remarks he is 
said to have made about African countries 
and Haitian immigrants. Angry, pro-Haiti 
protesters and Trump supporters yelled at 
each other from opposite sides of a street 
near the president’s Florida resort. 

At gatherings across the nation, activists, 
residents and teachers honored the late 
civil rights leader on what would have been 
his 89th birthday and ahead of the 50th an¬ 
niversary of his assassination in Memphis, 
Tenn. But in the many speeches delivered 
from pulpits and podiums across the coun¬ 
try, Trump’s name came up nearly as often 
as King’s, with speakers indicating that his 
turbulent presidency was undermining ef¬ 
forts to ease racial tensions in the U.S. 

The president spent his first Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day in office buffeted by 
claims that during a meeting with senators 
on immigration last week, he used a vul¬ 
garity to describe African countries and 
questioned the need to allow more Hai¬ 
tians into the U.S. He also is said to have 
asked why the country couldn’t have more 
immigrants from nations like Norway. 

In Washington, King’s eldest son, Martin 
Luther King III, criticized Trump, saying, 
“When a president insists that our nation 
needs more citizens from white states 
like Norway, I don’t even think we need to 
spend any time even talking about what it 
says and what it is.” 

He added, “We got to find a way to work 
on this man’s heart.” 

In Atlanta, King’s daughter, the Rev. 
Bernice King, told hundreds of people who 
packed the pews of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church that they “cannot allow the nations 
of the world to embrace the words that 
come from our president as a reflection of 


the true spirit of America.” 

“We are one people, one nation, one 
blood, one destiny.... All of civilization and 
humanity originated from the soils of Af¬ 
rica,” Bernice King said. “Our collective 
voice in this hour must always be louder 


than the one who sometimes does not re¬ 
flect the legacy of my father.” 

Church pastor the Rev. Raphael Warnock 
also took issue with Trump’s campaign slo¬ 
gan to “Make America Great Again.” 

Warnock said he thinks America “is al¬ 


ready great... in large measure because of 
Africa and African people.” 

Down the street from Trump’s Mar- 
a-Lago retreat in Palm Beach, Fla., on 
Monday, Haitian protesters and Trump 
supporters yelled at each other from op¬ 
posing corners. 

Trump was staying at the resort for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday weekend. 
Video posted by WPEC-TV showed several 
hundred pro-Haiti demonstrators yelling 
from one side of the street Monday while 
waving Haitian flags. 

The Haitians and their supporters shout¬ 
ed, “Our country is not a shithole!” refer¬ 
ring to comments the president reportedly 
made. Trump has said that is not the lan¬ 
guage he used. 

The smaller pro-Trump contingent 
waved American flags and campaign post¬ 
ers and yelled, “Trump is making America 
great again!” One man could be seen tell¬ 
ing the Haitians to leave the country. Po¬ 
lice kept the sides apart. 

Trump dedicated his weekly address to 
the nation, released Monday, to King. 

“Dr. King’s dream is our dream, it is the 
American dream, it’s the promise stitched 
into the fabric of our nation, etched into the 
hearts of our people and written into the 
soul of humankind,” he said in the address, 
which he tweeted to his followers. “It is the 
dream of a world where people are judged 
by who they are, not how they look or where 
they come from.” 

The president’s remarks appeared not 
to resonate with the Rev. A1 Sharpton, who 
also used the holiday to take aim at the ra¬ 
cial rhetoric Trump is said to have used. 

“Trump Tower is in the wrong state,” 
Sharpton told a crowd of 200 at the Nation¬ 
al Action Network in Harlem, N.Y. He said 
it was embarrassing that Trump is from 
New York. “What we’re going to do about 
Donald Trump is going to be the spirit of 
Martin Luther King Day,” he said. 


Man’s first-ever tweet proves more popular than Trump’s bluster 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump sent 
the 2,559th tweet of his presiden¬ 
cy on Saturday. Like many before, 
it was combative and vague and 
quite popular. 

“So much Fake News is being 
reported,” Trump wrote — per¬ 
haps referring to reports that he 
had complained of immigrants 
from “shithole countries,” or 
perhaps rebutting the previous 
night’s NBC News report that he 
once called a career intelligence 
analyst a “pretty Korean lady.” 

The 2,559th tweet did reason¬ 
ably well, by Trump’s standards. 
More than 124,000 people “liked” 
it. Trump is not the most popular 
president, according to opinion 
polls, but he is an extraordinary 
tweeter. He doesn’t call himself @ 
realDonaldTrump for nothing. 

Gary Lee’s screen name, on the 
other hand, is @whoisgarylee. 
Maybe because, well, who is Gary 
Lee? Google him, and not much 
comes up. He had never tweeted 
before Saturday, when Trump’s 
words inspired him to begin. 

“1. I’ve never tweeted before but 
today felt like a good day to start.” 


Lee once worked in the White 
House, too, as an assistant staff 
secretary under President Barack 
Obama. But that was hardly a 
high-profile position. Assistant 
staff secretaries don’t often make 
the news. 

“Who am I, other than just some 
Korean-American kid from Albu¬ 
querque, New Mexico?” Lee used 
to think to himself, he once said 
in a 2011 interview with his alma 
mater, the University of Southern 
Cahfornia. It appeared only on 
the school’s website, so you might 
have missed it at the time. 

But the gratification of manag¬ 
ing email systems on a presiden¬ 
tial campaign, or saying, “This 
is the White House” into a phone 
after Obama’s Inauguration Day, 
changed the way Lee thought of 
himself and his place in history, 
he told the school. 

His tweets continued: 

“2. President Trump made a lot 
of upsetting remarks this week 
including this one. ‘Where are 
you from?’ is a question that many 
Asian Americans dread.” 

Lee once wrote: “My Korean- 
born-and-raised parents both 
came to America as young adults, 
knowing a bare minimum of Eng- 


hsh, having a handful of family to 
rely on, and coping with a true cul¬ 
ture shock. One generation later, 
their son had a bachelor’s degree 
in political science and was work¬ 
ing for the 
z president.” 

And 

even if 
not many 
outside 
the White 
House 
knew 
who Lee 
was when 
he left 
the staff 
in 2011, 
Obama 
Gary Lee did. 

White House staffer His 
under President tweets 
Barack Obama continued: 

“3. This 
struck a 

chord with me not only be I’m 
Korean-American, but also be I 
worked at the White House, for 
President Obama. I left the WH 
in 2011 for a Fulbright scholar¬ 
ship in Korea. President Obama 
knew I was leaving to learn more 
about the culture and language 


Who am I, 
other than 
just some 
Korean- 
American 
kid from 
Aibuquerque, 
New 

Mexico? ^ 


of my parents. 

“4. On my last day, I went into 
the Oval Office and POTUS greet¬ 
ed me by saying ... Hello, in Ko¬ 
rean. I’m lucky be @PeteSouza 
captured that exact moment.” 

As he remembered these things 
on Saturday and read about 
Trump’s words, Lee decided to tell 
his story again. Not to the univer¬ 
sity this time but to anyone who 
cared to hear. So he logged into @ 
whoisgarylee and wrote his first- 
ever tweet, then his second and 
third and so on. 

“8. After my departure photo 
with POTUS, I left the Oval Office 
in a daze and ran into @kalpenn in 
the West Wing lobby. I recounted 
the interaction with the president 
and he started tearing up. ‘Why 
are you crying?’ I asked. 

“9. He replied, ‘Think about 
what you just said. How incredible 
that is. On your last day of work 
at the White House, after your 
years of service, the first African- 
American president greeted you 
in your parents’ native language.’ 
I started crying too. 

“10. My parents could never 
have fathomed such an idea. My 
mom came to the US when she 
was 18, my father when he was 26. 


They worked multiple full-time 
and part-time jobs, opened a small 
business and at one point, had only 
$20 in their checking account. 

“13. What a beautiful, incredible 
nation of immigrants we are.” 

Lee had said all this before. He 
told his old university how much 
Obama’s [hello] had meant to him 
in 2011, shortly after he left the 
White House to study in his par¬ 
ents’ homeland. “It says a lot about 
the man himself,” Lee had said, 
“but it also says how far we’ve 
come.” Lee still believes in that 
optimism, he wrote Saturday—on 
the same weekend Trump issued 
his 2,559th tweet and his 2,560th 
and more besides that, including: 

“I, as President, want people 
coming into our Country who are 
going to help us become strong 
and great again, people com¬ 
ing in through a system based 
on MERIT. No more Lotteries! 
#AMERICA FIRST.” 

But none of them were quite as 
popular as Lee’s first tweet, in¬ 
troducing a thread about a differ¬ 
ent president’s respect for other 
cultures, which was “hked” by 
142,000 people and counting. And 
every one of those people now 
knows who Gary Lee is. 
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Shreds of paper hint at books aboard pirate ship 


They were literate men. People always assume pirates 
are ruffians from bad backgrounds, and that wasn’t 
always the case, f 

Kimberly Kenyon 

conservator at the QAR Conservation Lab in Greenville, N.C. 


By Martha Waggoner 
Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Dead men tell no 
tales, but there’s new evidence that some¬ 
body aboard the pirate Blackbeard’s flag¬ 
ship harbored books among the booty. 

In an unusual find, researchers have 
discovered shreds of paper bearing legible 
printing that somehow survived three cen¬ 
turies underwater on the sunken vessel. 
After more than a year of research that 
ranged as far as Scotland, they managed to 
identify them as fragments of a book about 
nautical voyages published in the early 
1700s. 

Conservators for Blackbeard’s ship the 
Queen Anne’s Revenge found the 16 frag¬ 
ments of paper wedged inside the chamber 
for a breech-loading cannon, with the larg¬ 
est piece being the size of a quarter. 

The Queen Anne’s Revenge had been a 
French slave ship when Blackbeard cap¬ 
tured it in 1717 and renamed it. The ves¬ 
sel ran aground in Beaufort, in what was 
then the colony of North Carolina, in June 
1718. Volunteers with the Royal Navy 
killed Blackbeard in Ocracoke Inlet that 
same year. 

Tens of thousands of artifacts have been 
recovered since Florida-based research 
firm Intersal Inc. located the shipwreck off 
the North Carolina coast in 1996, but few, 
if any, are as surprising as pieces of paper. 
To find paper in a 300-year-old shipwreck 
in warm waters is “almost unheard of,” 
said Erik Farrell, a conservator at the QAR 
Conservation Lab in Greenville, N.C. 

Eventually, the conservators determined 
that the words “south” and “fathom” were 



Courtesy of the North Carolina Department of 
Natural and Cultural Resources/AP 


A piece of paper from books was found 
onboard Blackbeard’s ship, the Queen 
Anne’s Revenge. 

in the text, suggesting a maritime or navi¬ 
gational book. But one word, Hilo, stood out 
because it was both capitalized and in ital¬ 
ics, said Kimberly Kenyon, also a conser¬ 
vator at the lab. 

They turned to Johanna Green, a spe¬ 
cialist in the history of printed text at the 
University of Glasgow, who pointed them 
to the Spanish settlement of Ilo — or Hilo 
— on the coast of Peru. The fragments 
eventually were determined to be from a 
1712 first edition of a book by Capt. Ed¬ 
ward Cooke titled “A Voyage to the South 
Seas, and Round the World, Reform’d in 


the years 1708,1709,1710 and 1711.” 

It’s impossible to say who aboard Black¬ 
beard’s ship would have been reading the 
voyage narrative — a form popular in Eng¬ 
land in the 17th and 18th centuries — or 
whether it belonged to a pirate or some 
terrified captive. But some pirates were 
known to be literate, Kenyon said. 

For example, Stede Bonnett, the “gen¬ 
tleman pirate” who joined Blackbeard in 
1717, had his own library. It’s not known if 
he brought his books on the Queen Anne’s 
Revenge. 

A history of pirates written in 1724 men¬ 
tions a journal belonging to Blackbeard 
that was taken when he was killed. And 
when Blackbeard captured a ship called 
the Margaret in December 1717, the list of 
items taken from the ship included books, 
Farrell said. 

“They were literate men,” Kenyon said. 
“People always assume pirates are ruffi¬ 
ans from bad backgrounds, and that wasn’t 
always the case.” 

The survival of the paper fragments is 
perhaps even more unusual than their ex¬ 
istence aboard the pirate vessel. 

The chamber in which they were found 
was a separate piece of a breech-loading 
swivel gun that was likely kept on the top 


deck because it was used as an anti-per¬ 
sonnel weapon, Farrell said. 

Conservators don’t have the cannon 
itself, which likely was salvaged or sto¬ 
len when the Queen Anne’s Revenge ran 
aground. In cannons of that period, “wad¬ 
ding” material such as cloth or paper 
would usually be stuffed behind a cannon¬ 
ball. So it’s also possible someone just tore 
up the book without reading it to use it for 
firepower. 

Conservators had removed a wooden 
plug from the chamber so they could clean 
it when they discovered the paper frag¬ 
ments stuffed in there, along with pieces 
of fabric, in May 2016, Farrell said. That 
mass was removed easily enough, but pry¬ 
ing the fragments from the fabric was more 
tedious and time-consuming, he said. 

The combination of fabric and the plug 
likely protected the paper, which normally 
would have disintegrated in water, Farrell 
said. 

But the ability to read doesn’t change the 
evil character of pirates, who ransacked, 
raped and killed. 

“The fact that they’re literate doesn’t 
mean they’re not terrible, marauding 
people,” Farrell said. “It just adds some 
nuance.” 


Seized ivory probed 
for clues that could 
help save elephants 



A carved ivory goddess statue is clamped to a worktable before a sample is cut from it for scientific 
analysis at the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University in Palisades, N.Y. 


By Mary Esch 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Scientists are 
using information gleaned from 
both illegal ivory art and elephant 
dung to provide clues that could 
help save the lives of pachyderms 
that are being slaughtered for 
their tusks in Africa. 

The wildlife detective work in¬ 
volves cutting up seized artifacts 
including bangle bracelets and 
statues of Chinese deities and 
subjecting them to carbon dating 
to determine when the elephants 
were killed. DNA from the ivory 
art is then compared with a DNA 
database derived from elephant 
dung to pinpoint where they lived. 

What scientists learn may not 
put a particular poacher in jail, 
but it will tell the story of where 
and when an elephant died on an 
African savannah so its tusk could 
be carved in Asia to make a god¬ 
dess statue priced at $72,000 in a 
Manhattan antique shop. 

“It’s going to be really helpful 
not only for scientific purposes 
but also to be able to tell people 
about the individual lives of el¬ 
ephants that ended up as artwork 
on our streets,” said Wendy Hap- 
good, director of the Wild Tomor¬ 
row Fund, which supports African 
wildlife preserves, anti-poaching 


enforcement and efforts to shut 
down the ivory trade. 

The group cut chips from 21 
statues, bracelets and mounted 
tusks that were among $4.5 mil- 
hon in illegal ivory artifacts seized 
from a Manhattan antique shop 
and dramatically destroyed in a 
rock crusher in Central Park last 
August. The chips will be ana¬ 
lyzed by scientists at Columbia 
University in New York and at the 
University of Washington. 

Previous work by the research¬ 
ers has provided valuable infor¬ 
mation to focus poaching law 
enforcement in Africa and pros¬ 
ecute ivory traffickers elsewhere. 

Once numbered at more than a 
million, the population of African 
elephants fell 30 percent between 
2007 and 2014 to about 350,000, 
according to the Great Elephant 
Census funded by wildlife orga¬ 
nizations. The decline, at a rate of 
8 percent per year, is attributed 
mainly to poaching for ivory. 

The sale of ivory across inter¬ 
national boundaries has been 
banned since 1990. Last year, the 
US. Fish and Wildlife Service 
instituted a near-total ban on 
the domestic commercial ivory 
trade and barred sales across 
state lines. 

Hapgood and colleague John 


Steward were in Albany recently 
to saw samples from two massive 
tusks that were spared the Cen¬ 
tral Park crusher and locked in 
a state Department of Environ¬ 
mental Conservation warehouse. 
The chips will be sent to Colum¬ 
bia University geochemist Kevin 
Uno, whose radioisotope analysis 
measures carbon-14 deposited 
by atomic bomb tests to date the 
ivory and determine when the el¬ 
ephant died. 

Samples were also sent to biolo¬ 
gist Sam Wasser, of the Universi¬ 
ty of Washington, who extracted 
DNA from elephant dung all over 
Africa in the 1990s to map el¬ 
ephant genetics across the con¬ 
tinent. Now he compares DNA 
from seized ivory with the map to 
determine where it came from. 

Uno and colleagues published 


a study in 2016 looking at 230 el¬ 
ephant tusks from 15 seizures of 
shipping containers being illegal¬ 
ly transmitted out of Africa. The 
goal was to determine whether 
the ivory was from older stock¬ 
piles held by African national 
governments or from elephants 
recently poached. 

“We found 90 percent of the 
ivory was coming from elephants 
that died within three years of the 
seizure date,” Uno said. 

In a study published in 2015, 
Wasser’s DNA studies on large 
seizures of ivory found shipments 
tended to come from a few poach¬ 
ing hot spots. Identification of 
areas of Tanzania and Zambia 
as hot spots helped persuade a 
United Nations agency to deny 
requests from those countries to 
sell their ivory stockpiles. 


Courtesy of the Wild Tomorrow Fund/AP 


The DNA and radioisotope 
analysis can also help prosecute 
traffickers. In 2013, Wasser’s lab 
helped convict an ivory traffick¬ 
ing kingpin in Togo by provid¬ 
ing evidence that his ivory came 
from Cameroon and Gabon, two 
of the hardest-hit countries in the 
elephant slaughter. 

Radioisotope analysis by Law¬ 
rence Livermore National Labo¬ 
ratory in California showed the 
ivory came from elephants killed 
as recently as 2010, not before 
the 1989 ban, as the trafficker 
claimed. 

“The big study we did was on 
shipments leaving Africa,” Uno 
said. “Now we’re coming at it 
from the retail side, so if they 
seize pieces from a shop, how 
much of it is recent and how much 
is old.” 














Wednesday, January 17,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 13 



Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

STARS^>*STRIPES. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 





Page 14 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 17,2018 


WORLD 



Matt Dunham/AP 


Armed British police officers patrol around the new U.S. Embassy building in London 
on Tuesday as it opened for public business. 


New US 
Embassy 
opens in 
London 

By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — The new U.S. Embassy in 
London, denigrated last week by President 
Donald Trump as too expensive and poorly 
located, opened its doors to the public Tues¬ 
day for the first time. 

The gleaming embassy, in the formerly 
industrial Nine Elms neighborhood in south 
London, replaces the embassy in Grosvenor 
Square that had for decades been associ¬ 
ated with the U.S. presence in the United 
Kingdom. That building has been sold to a 
Qatari government investment fund plan¬ 
ning to turn it into a luxury hotel. 

U.S. officials say it would have cost hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars to upgrade secu¬ 
rity at the older building and bring it up to 
modern safety standards. 

Trump tweeted last week that he would 
not come to London to open the embassy be¬ 
cause the new embassy represented a poor 
investment. 

The president’s tweet read: “Reason I 
canceled my trip to London is that I am not 
a big fan of the Obama Administration hav¬ 
ing sold perhaps the best located and fin¬ 
est embassy in London for “peanuts,” only 
to build a new one in an off location for 1.2 
billion dollars. Bad deal. Wanted me to cut 
ribbon-NO!” 

Though Trump blamed predecessor 
Barack Obama for the expensive new em¬ 
bassy, the project was in fact announced 
in October 2008 during the presidency of 


George W. Bush. 

Trump’s plans to visit Britain have met 
resistance from some politicians and ac¬ 
tivists who disagree with his policies on a 
number of fronts, including his actions on 
immigration and climate change. Substan¬ 
tial protests were expected. 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who Trump 
has repeatedly criticized, said Trump 
seems to have “got the message” that many 
Londoners find his policies to be intolerant 
and wrong. 

Trump is still invited for a state visit — to 
be hosted by Queen Ehzabeth II — but no 
date has been set. The invitation was ex¬ 
tended by the British government nearly 
a year ago during Trump’s first days in 
office. 


U.S. officials say the new embassy cost $1 
billion and was paid for entirely with money 
raised by the sale of other U.S. government 
properties in London. 

The new building, with its distinctive 
cube shape, is nearly twice as large as the 
Grosvenor Square facility. It is the most ex¬ 
pensive embassy building ever built by the 
United States. 

Robert Johnson, appointed by Trump as 
U.S. ambassador to Britain, called the new 
energy-efficient embassy a “bargain” dur¬ 
ing a pre-opening tour for journalists last 
month. He said the embassy, which does not 
have a perimeter fence, is both welcoming 
and secure. 

There were no ceremonies to mark the 
official opening of the facility Tuesday. 


Gulf nations 
in dispute 
over fly-bys 

By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Bah¬ 
rain released radar tracks on Tuesday it 
said showed Qatari fighter jets passing by 
Emirati commercial airliners on their way 
to the island nation, encounters which start¬ 
ed a new dispute between the Gulf nations 
amid the diplomatic crisis gripping Doha. 

The two alleged fly-bys on Monday 
morning could further escalate tensions 
between Qatar and the four Arab nations 
that have been boycotting it for months, 
among them the UAE, home to the world’s 
busiest international airport. They also 
could affect long-haul airline travel as the 
region’s carriers are a crucial link between 
the East and West. 

Emirati officials on Monday described 
the fly-bys as though the fighter jets “in¬ 
tercepted” their civilian aircraft. Qatari 
officials deny their jets intercepted the air¬ 
craft and on Tuesday dismissed the foot¬ 
age as “unauthenticated videos.” 

The UAE’s allegations follow two com¬ 
plaints by Qatar to the United Nations 
about Emirati military aircraft allegedly 
violating its international airspace amid 
the diplomatic crisis. The UAE denies 
those allegations. 

Bahrain state television aired radar foot¬ 
age the broadcaster described as showing 
Emirates flight No. EK837 from Dubai fly¬ 
ing toward Bahrain International Airport 
at 10,400 feet. Two other radar signals the 
broadcaster described as Qatari fighter 
jets flew at around 8,500 feet and crossed 
briefly in front of the Emirates plane’s 
flight path. The radar screen briefly flash¬ 
es orange text, likely a collision warning. 

It wasn’t clear from the footage at what 
distance the fighter jets allegedly passed 
the Emirates flight, but Bahrain previous¬ 
ly described the distance as being 2 miles. 

The broadcaster also aired footage of an 
aeronautical chart it said showed a Qatari 
fighter jet flying across the flight path of 
a just-passed Etihad airliner, both at 8,000 
feet. 


48 are hurt in Germany bus crash 


Associated Press 


BERLIN — A bus carrying 
children to school in southern 
Germany hit multiple cars and 
then slammed into the side of a 
building without braking, injur¬ 
ing 48 people early Tuesday, in¬ 
cluding 10 seriously, police said. 

The injured were 43 children 
and the bus driver, as well as 
other adults who were aboard 
the bus, said Mannheim police 
spokesman Christoph Kunkel. 

Three helicopters and 10 am¬ 
bulances rushed to the scene in 
the town of Eberbach, about 30 
miles east of Mannheim, to take 
the injured to area hospitals for 
treatment. 

The bus crashed just after 7 
a.m. as it was driving around 
a left-hand bend in the road in 
Eberbach. It wasn’t immediately 
clear what caused the accident, 
but Kunkel said the driver had 
been able to talk with police fol¬ 
lowing the crash. 


UwE Anspach, dpa/AP 

A bus sits in the facade of a building in Eberbach, near Mannheim, 
southern Germany, on Tuesday. 



Leading Serb politician in 
Kosovo killed, halting talks 


Associated Press 

MITROVICA, Kosovo — A 
leading Serb politician in north¬ 
ern Kosovo was shot and killed 
Tuesday morning, raising ethnic 
tensions in the region and halting 
European Union-mediated talks 
between Kosovo and Serbia on 
the day they were due to resume. 

Assailants opened fire on Ohver 
Ivanovic close to the offices of his 
pohtical party in the Serb-con¬ 
trolled northern city of Mitrovica. 
He was taken to a hospital but doc¬ 
tors were unable to save him. 

The doctors said Ivanovic 
received at least five gunshot 
wounds to his upper torso. The 
assailants escaped in a car that 
was later found burned out. Koso¬ 
vo police sealed off the area of the 
shooting and were looking for the 
attackers. 

The Serb delegation at EU talks 
due to start in Brussels on Tues¬ 


day immediately left to return to 
Belgrade. 

Delegation leader Marko Djuric 
said that “whoever is behind this 
attack ... whether they are Serb, 
Albanian or any other criminals, 
they must be punished.” 

Ivanovic, 64, was one of the key 
politicians in Serb-dominated 
northern Kosovo, a former Ser¬ 
bian province where tensions 
remain high a decade after it de¬ 
clared independence. Serbia does 
not recognize the independence 
of its former province, and the 
killing is likely to raise tensions 
between ethnic Albanians and 
minority Serbs in the region. 

In Belgrade, Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic called a top 
state security meeting to discuss 
the shooting and was later due to 
address the public. 

In Pristina, the Kosovo gov¬ 
ernment strongly denounced the 
slaying. 
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Germany raids homes of 
suspected Iranian spies 

BERLIN — German authori¬ 
ties searched premises linked to 
10 suspected Iranian spies follow¬ 
ing extensive investigations by the 
country’s domestic intelligence 
agency, prosecutors said Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Federal 
Prosecutors Office said the raids 
took place early Tuesday at pri¬ 
vate homes and offices across 
Germany. 

“We believe the suspects spied 
on institutions and persons in 
Germany at the behest of an intel¬ 
ligence unit associated with Iran,” 
spokesman Stefan Biehl said. 

The investigation was prompted 
by a tip from Germany’s domestic 
intelligence service, Biehl said, 
adding that no arrests had been 
made yet. 

2 bodies recovered 
from Belgian building 

BRUSSELS — Rescue services 
recovered the bodies of two vic¬ 
tims from the rubble of three adja¬ 
cent houses in Belgium’s northern 
port town of Antwerp after an ex¬ 
plosion ripped through them. 

Fourteen people were hospi¬ 
talized after they were injured 
in the blast late Monday, includ¬ 
ing seven rescued from under 
the rubble. The two bodies were 
found Tuesday. 

Rescue workers were still going 
through the debris early Tuesday. 
Investigations into the cause of the 
blast will start after the search is 
completed, authorities said. 

Officials move to close 
site critical of Duterte 

MANILA, Philippines — The 
Philippine securities commis¬ 
sion revoked the registration of 
an online news outfit known for 
its critical reporting on President 
Rodrigo Duterte, a move media 
watchdogs said is an act to muzzle 
the free press. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission said in a ruling made 
public Monday that Rappler vio¬ 
lated the constitutional prohibi¬ 
tion on foreign ownership and 
control of mass media companies 
when it received investment from 
an international investment firm. 

Rappler said it would fight the 
ruling in the courts and continue 
to operate. 

Danish man charged 
with killing reporter 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
— Inventor Peter Madsen was 
charged Tuesday with killing 
Swedish journalist Kim Wall dur¬ 
ing a trip on his private subma¬ 
rine, with prosecutors saying he 
either cut her throat or strangled 
her before dismembering her 
body and dumping it into the sea. 

Madsen, 47, is charged with 
murder, dismemberment and in¬ 
decent handling of a corpse for 
the way he allegedly disposed of 
Wall’s body. 

Wall, who was working on a 
story about Madsen, was last seen 
aboard the vessel as it left Copen¬ 
hagen on Aug. 10. The next day, 
Madsen was rescued from the 
sinking submarine without Wall. 

Police believe he deliberately 
sank the vessel. 

From The Associated Press 


Palestinians brace for Trump aid cuts 



Khalil Hamra/AP 


Palestinians receive food aid at a U.N. warehouse in the Shati refugee camp, Gaza City, on 
Sunday. Millions of Palestinians are bracing for the worst as the Trump administration moves 
toward cutting funding to the U.N. agency that assists Palestinian refugees across the region. 


By Fares Akram 
Associated Press 

SHATI REFUGEE CAMP, Gaza Strip — 
Mahmoud al-Qouqa can’t imagine life without 
the three sacks of flour, cooking oil and other 
staples he receives from the United Nations 
every three months. 

Living with 25 relatives in a crowded home 
in this teeming Gaza Strip slum, the meager 
rations provided by UNRWA, the U.N. agency 
for Palestinian refugee families, are the last 
thing keeping his family afloat in the territory 
hard hit by years of poverty and conflict. But 
that could be in danger as the United States, 
UNRWA’s biggest donor, threatens to curtail 
funding. 

“It will be like a disaster and no one can 
predict what the reaction will be,” al-Qouqa 
said. 

Across the Middle East, millions of people 
who depend on UNRWA are bracing for the 
worst. The expected cut could also add insta¬ 
bility to struggling host countries already cop¬ 
ing with spillover from other regional crises. 

UNRWA was established in the wake of 
the 1948 Mideast war surrounding Israel’s 
creation. An estimated 700,000 Palestinians 
fled or were forced from their homes in the 
fighting. 

In the absence of a solution for these refu¬ 
gees, the U.N. General Assembly has repeat¬ 
edly renewed UNRWA’s mandate, the original 
refugee camps have turned into concrete 
slums and more than 5 million refugees and 
their descendants now rely on the agency for 
services including education, health care and 
food. The largest populations are in Gaza, the 
West Bank, Jordan and Lebanon. 

Seen by the Palestinians and most of the 
international community as providing a valu¬ 
able safety net, UNRWA is viewed far differ¬ 
ently by Israel. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ac¬ 
cuses the agency of perpetuating the conflict 
by helping promote an unrealistic dream that 
these people have the “right of return” to long- 
lost properties in what is now Israel. 

“UNRWA is part of the problem, not part 
of the solution,” he told foreign journalists 
last week. Noting that the Palestinians are 
the only group served by a specific refugee 
agency, he said UNRWA should be abolished 
and its responsibilities taken over by the main 
U.N. refugee agency. 

Blaming the Palestinians for lack of prog¬ 


ress in Mideast peace efforts. President Don¬ 
ald Trump has threatened to cut American 
assistance to the Palestinians. UNRWA would 
be the first to be affected. 

The US. provides about $355 million a year 
to UNRWA, roughly one-third of its budget. 

US. officials in Washington said the ad¬ 
ministration is preparing to withhold tens of 
millions of dollars from the year’s first contri¬ 
bution, cutting a planned $125 million install¬ 
ment by half or perhaps entirely. 

Matthias Schmale, UNRWA’s director in 
Gaza, said Washington has not informed the 
agency of any changes. However, “we are 
worried because of the statements ... in the 
media and the fact that the money hasn’t ar¬ 
rived yet,” he said. 

Jordan, a crucial ally in the U.S.-led battle 
against Islamic militants, is home to the larg¬ 
est number of Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants — with nearly 2.2 million people 
eligible for UNRWA services. 

UNRWA’s services are also vital in Leba¬ 
non, where Palestinians are prohibited from 
working in skilled professions and owning 


property. 

Lebanon is the least welcoming Arab coun¬ 
try to Palestinian refugees, because it does 
not want Palestinians to settle and because it 
does not want the refugees to upset the coun¬ 
try’s delicate sectarian balance. Camps in 
several cities are ringed by concrete barriers, 
and Lebanese security forces use checkpoints 
to control who enters and leaves. A recent 
census found 175,000 Palestinian refugees or 
their descendants living in the country. 

The civil war in Syria has made many Pal¬ 
estinians refugees twice over. Some 32,000 
Palestinians who were living in Syria fled 
to Lebanon, according to UNRWA. In Syria, 
Palestinians enjoyed the right to own prop¬ 
erty and to work in all professions. They are 
not entitled to the same in Lebanon. 

“What UNRWA provides is not even a quar¬ 
ter of what a Palestinian refugee needs,” said 
Ramy Mansour, 34, who fled to Lebanon from 
the Yarmouk refugee camp in Damascus in 
2013. “Take everything and return us to our 
homes. We don’t want any assistance or any¬ 
thing; just return us to our country.” 


More flee as lava flows from Philippines volcano 



Earl Recamunda/AP 


Lava continues to cascade down the slopes of Mayon volcano as 
seen from Legazpi city, Albay province, around 210 miles southeast 
of Manila, Philippines, at dawn Tuesday. 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Glow¬ 
ing red lava spurted in a fountain 
and flowed down the Philippines’ 
most active volcano Tuesday in a 
stunning display of its fury that 
has sent more than 34,000 villag¬ 
ers fleeing to safety and prompted 
police to set up checkpoints to stop 
tourists from getting too close. 

The Philippine Institute of Vol¬ 
canology and Seismology said the 
lava flowed as much as 1.2 miles 
from the often cloud-shrouded 
crater of Mount Mayon, while ash 
fell on several villages in north¬ 
eastern Albay province. 

Officials strongly advised peo¬ 
ple not to venture into a danger 
zone about 3.7 to 4.3 miles around 
Mayon, including residents who 
want to check their homes, farms 
and animals, and tourists seeking 
a closer view. 


At least 34,038 people have been 
displaced by Mayon’s eruption 
since the weekend from two cit¬ 
ies and six towns, many of whom 
took shelter in schools turned into 


evacuation centers. Jukes Nunez, 
an Albay provincial disaster re¬ 
sponse officer, said by telephone. 
Others took refuge in the homes 
of relatives. 


Albay officials declared a state 
of calamity in the province of 
more than a million people to 
allow more rapid disbursement of 
disaster funds, Nunez said. 

“We have witnessed lava foun- 
taining yesterday; that’s why 
we have additional families who 
evacuated due to the threat,” 
said Romina Marasigan, spokes¬ 
woman of the government’s main 
disaster response agency. 

In a bid to discourage villagers 
who insist on returning to the dan¬ 
ger zones to check on their farm 
animals, officials planned to set 
up evacuation areas for animals, 
including water buffaloes, cows, 
pigs and poultry, Office of Civil 
Defense regional director Claudio 
Yucot said. 

Temporary school sites were 
also being considered to ease 
the disruption to education after 
school buildings were turned into 
emergency shelters, he said. 
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Capt. Stephen Horner, Orange County (Calif.) Fire Authority/AP 

Parking issues 

A vehicle that crashed into a building hangs from a second-story window in Santa Ana, Calif., on Sunday. 
Members of the Orange County Fire Authority and Los Angeles County Urban Search & Rescue rescued 
two people who escaped serious injuries when the car they were in went airborne and slammed into the 
second floor of a dental office after hitting a center divider. 


State officials: Saving 
roadkill makes sense 

SPOKANE — Idaho 
and Washington have 
passed laws allowing people to 
salvage roadkill, provided they 
fill out a short form with the state 
wildlife agency to get a permit. 

The Spokesman-Review re¬ 
ported Washington’s law, which 
took effect July 1,2016, allows for 
deer and elk only. Between then 
and the end of 2017, the Wash¬ 
ington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife said 3,099 animals were 
salvaged off Washington roads. 

Idaho’s law, which took effect 
six years ago, is much broader, 
listing nearly 50 species of mam¬ 
mals and birds as salvageable. 

Oregon will begin allowing 
permit holders to salvage roadkill 
in 2019. 

Police: People on party 
bus beat, robbed clerk 

SEAL BEACH — Au- 
thorities said about 50 
people inside a large party bus 
were detained and questioned 
after a few of them beat up and 
robbed a store clerk. 

The Los Angeles Times re¬ 
ported Seal Beach police officers 
responded to reports of a robbery 
Saturday at a CVS pharmacy. 

Seal Beach Police Sgt. Mike 
Henderson said the victim claims 
several people exited a party bus, 
surrounded him and began to 
strike him. 

Henderson said the suspects 
stole personal property from the 
victim and fled the scene. 

Woman told to remove 
gutted VW from tree 

I IT CLEARFIELD — A 
I Utah grandmother who 
decorated her yard with a painted 
Volkswagen Beetle hung in a tree 
is fighting back after the city or¬ 
dered her to take it down. 

Janis Zettel, 64, of Clearfield, 
bolted the gutted car into the 
branches of a tree in her yard. She 
and her husband, Roy, stripped 
the vehicle so that it wouldn’t 
weigh any more than the tree- 
house it would be replacing. They 
sealed it up so no one could get 
into it, painted it like a ladybug, 
lifted it with the assistance of a 
neighbor’s forklift, and bolted it 
into place. 

Authorities handed Zettel a 
“nuisance vehicle” ordinance cita¬ 
tion and an order to take it down. 

Home at Sleeping Bear 
Dunes to be demolished 

l&M I EMPIRE — An iconic 
I w 11 home that overlooks 
a scenic channel in northern 
Michigan’s Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore will be de¬ 
molished this year. 

The demolition is called for 
under a long-standing agreement 
between the park and the home’s 
late owner, Edward Cole. He died 
at age 84 in November 2015. 

MLive.com reported the home 
was built within the boundaries of 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore in 1970, the same year 
the lakeshore was founded. 

The lakeside home was main¬ 


tained as a private residence 
through a series of legislative 
amendments and land-use agree¬ 
ments, but it will be razed some¬ 
time this year and the property 
returned to a natural state. 

Rare 2-headed snake 
on public display 

||i|^ SPRINGFIELD 
I w I — A rare two-headed 
snake is on public display at the 
Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery in 
Branson. 

The juvenile Western ratsnake, 
which is not venomous, was dis¬ 
covered under a house in Hurley. 

John Miller, a manager at 
the hatchery, said the snake is 
healthy, growing and has shed its 
skin twice. When it’s full grown, it 
will be about 6 feet long. 

Miller said both of the snake’s 
heads can eat, and the rest of its 
body is like any other snake’s. 


Police: Woman driving 
wrong way hit cruiser 

DARIEN — Connecti- 
I cut State Police said a 
woman driving the wrong way on 
Interstate 95 crashed into a police 
cruiser driven by a trooper who 
was dispatched to stop her. 

Police said they began getting 
calls shortly after midnight Mon¬ 
day about a 2016 Audi driving the 
wrong way in Stamford. The car 
was reportedly driving at a high 
rate of speed and had several 
near misses. 

Police said a trooper near Exit 
12 in Darien located the Audi, and 
it crashed into him. 

Ashton Steen, 26, of Darien, 
was charged with driving under 
the influence and other charges. 
Police said she admitted she was 
drinking and thought she was in 
New Jersey. 


Woman reunited with 
her childhood diary 

||i| I BLENDONTOWNSHIP 
ITII — A Michigan father 
and son returned a nearly 45-year- 
old diary to its original owner, who 
was a teenager when she made en¬ 
tries in it during the 1970s. 

Kodi Brandt found the diary in a 
storage area in his family’s house 
in Blendon Township, WOOD-TV 
reported. The last entry was from 
1974. 

Brandt and his father, Dave, 
researched online to locate the 
diary’s owner. 

They met with Rae Green re¬ 
cently to return the book. Green 
was 13 years old when she started 
the diary. 

Green is unsure how the diary 
ended up in the Brandts’ home 
since she grew up in Ferndale on 
the other side of the state. 



THE CENSUS 



ggj 0^ The diameter in feet 
^ M of a custom pan used 
to bake a key lime pie 
in hopes of shattering 
a record. The Florida 
Key Lime Pie Co. created the “World’s 
Largest Key Lime Pie” during the 7th 
Annual Florida Key Lime Pie Festival in 
Merritt Island, Fla. The recipe called for 
480 cups of graham cracker crust and 
more than 12,800 ounces of key lime 
pie filling. 


About 100 dogs seized 
from woman’s home 

COOLVILLE — Au- 
n thorities seized about 
100 dogs from a southeastern 
Ohio home and charged a 76- 
year-old woman with misde¬ 
meanor animal cruelty, alleging 
she kept animals in unsanitary 
conditions. 

The Athens Messenger re¬ 
ported a dog warden removed the 
animals last week from a home in 
the village of Coolville, roughly 
80 miles southeast of Columbus. 

Dog Warden Mary Beth Brown 
said the local humane society sent 
a mobile clinic to the home last 
fall, expecting to spay and neuter 
about 18 animals, but ended up 
doing that for more than 40 crea¬ 
tures brought out of the home. 

Center comes to aid 
of icy turkey vultures 

||i| A BARNSTABLE — 
lwlA% Recent bone-chilling 
temperatures across Massachu¬ 
setts had even turkey vultures 
seeking warmth. 

The Cape Cod Times reported 
that two turkey vultures whose 
wings were encased in ice were 
brought to the Cape Wildlife 
Center after a woman discov¬ 
ered them huddling to stay warm 
under a bush in her backyard. 

Zak Mertz, executive director 
of the wildlife center, said they 
used space heaters to warm the 
birds and free them from the ice. 

Wildlife officials tweeted last 
week that the birds had been re¬ 
leased back into the wild. 

Thief uses forklift to 
steal ATM from bank 

O R PORTLAND — Police 
said someone used a 
forklift to steal an ATM in north¬ 
west Portland. 

KOIN-TV reported that police 
responding to a security alarm 
found a hole in the ground where 
the ATM had been located at a 
Wells Fargo branch. 

Officers searched for signs of 
cash, suspects or the ATM. They 
found an abandoned forklift on a 
nearby set of railroad tracks. 

From wire reports 
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A jolt of reality 

‘Black Lightning’ aims to tackle 
topical issues, cultural perspective 


By Greg Braxton 

Los Angeles Times 

T he new year isn’t even 
a month old, and a new 
superhero is charging 
onto the scene, smash¬ 
ing into the jam-packed universe 
already occupied by Superman, 
Batman, Thor, Wonder Woman 
and a seemingly endless parade 
of costumed crime fighters. 

But the producers of “Black 
Lightning,” the new CW series 
based on the DC Comics char¬ 
acter launching Sunday on AFN- 
Spectrum, have a broader agenda 
than creating another fantastic 
world where good battles evil. 

The drama, which joins 
the network’s superhero slate 
— “Arrow,” “Supergirl,” “The 
Flash” and “DC’s Legends of 
Tomorrow” — aims to deliver a 
shock wave, injecting topical is¬ 
sues and a sharp cultural per¬ 
spective focused on the concerns 
facing African Americans. 

“We want to have an authentic 
black voice and a show that deals 
with what I grew up with and what 
I know,” said executive producer 
and showrunner Salim Akil. 

Cress Williams (“Hart of 
Dixie,” “Living Single”) plays 
the hero, Jefferson Pierce, a high 
school principal and divorced fa¬ 
ther of two daughters living in the 
fictional city of Freeland. 

Nine years before the start of 
the series — after a near-fatal 
showdown with his nemesis To¬ 
bias Whale (Marvin Jones III) — 
Pierce retired his alter ego Black 
Lightning, a masked vigilante 
who can manipulate electricity. 


Pierce resurrects Black Light¬ 
ning to combat racist cops and a 
violent gang, led by Whale, ter¬ 
rorizing the community. The bat¬ 
tle becomes personal when gang 
members target his daughters, 
activist Anissa (Nafessa Wil¬ 
liams) and high-schooler Jennifer 
(China Anne McClain), who turn 
out to have special skills of their 
own. (Stay tuned for “Thunder” 
and “Lightning.”) 

One of the key goals for Akil, 
who grew up in Richmond, Calif, 
is to show that black heroes 
matter. 

“In my community, I know who 
the good guys and the bad guys 
are,” he said. “... There are no 
superheroes going into the neigh¬ 
borhoods I grew up in and fighting 
any kind of crime. So that was a 
must in terms of the world ‘Black 
Lightning’ would live in. There 
are no more heroic people than 
those who live with the threat of 
gun violence and drugs.” 

“Black Lightning” is filtered 
through a contemporary prism 
crafted by a predominantly black 
writing staff 

Characters quote civil rights 
activists, and the soundtrack 
ranges from contemporary hip- 
hop to vintage R&B tunes. 

Akil said he has no concerns 
about competition from other 
black superheroes. ‘“Black 
Lightning’ is not ‘Black Panther.’ 
They’re not telling our story. 
‘Luke Cage’ is not telling our 
story. All these stories are dif¬ 
ferent, and they can all exist,” he 
said. “It shows that we can be just 
as diverse as white people.” 



J Squared PHOTOORAPHY/The CW 


Cress Williams stars as the main superhero on “Black Lightning,” 
a new television series premiering Sunday on AFN-Spectrum. 


Cranberries lead singer O’Riordan dies at 46 


w. 


From wire services 

Dolores O’Riordan, the lead singer of pop¬ 
ular Irish rock band The Cranberries, died 
Monday in London. She was 46. 

A statement from the band on Facebook 
and an earlier one from her publicist did not 
clarify the cause of the sing¬ 
er’s untimely death. Police 
say they are not treating the 
death as suspicious. 

O’Riordan rose to fame as 
the gentle voice behind The 
Cranberries’ biggest hits, in¬ 
cluding “Zombie” and “Lin¬ 
ger,” the latter of which, a O'Riordan 
lilting love song, served as the 
band’s breakthrough hit in 1993. The tune, 
with its distinctive string section, peaked at 
No. 8 on the Billboard Hot 100. 

The Limerick, Ireland, native got her start 
with an audition to join brothers Noel and 
Mike Hogan in their band the Cranberry 
Saw Us. 

The audition proved successful, and be¬ 
fore long, the band, with O’Riordan front and 
center, was an international hit on the back of 
their debut album “Everybody Else Is Doing 
It, So Why Can’t We?” 

After five albums — and the pressures that 


come with being dubbed “Ireland’s biggest 
musical export since U2” by Rolling Stone 
— The Cranberries went on hiatus in 2003. 

After some time apart, the band re¬ 
grouped in 2009, and was slated for a Eu¬ 
ropean tour this past summer. That tour, as 
well as its North American leg, was canceled 
as O’Riordan recovered from an “ongoing 
back problem,” according to The Cranber¬ 
ries’ website. 

The band’s final album with O’Riordan at 
the microphone, an acoustic compilation re¬ 
cord called “Something Else,” was released 
in April. 

Other news 

■ Hulu has officially confirmed a full se¬ 
ries order for a TV adaptation of Joseph Hell¬ 
er’s 1961 satirical antiwar novel “Catch-22,” 
starring George Clooney as Col. Cathcart. 
The series marks Clooney’s first TV series 
regular role since he departed NBC’s medi¬ 
cal drama “ER” nearly two decades ago. 

■ Hulu announced Sunday that Season 2 
of its acclaimed drama “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” will premiere April 25 with two new 
episodes. Hulu will roll out subsequent epi¬ 
sodes every Wednesday. 

■ Country star Carrie Underwood teamed 


up with Ludacris to co-write a new song, 
“The Champion,” which will open the Super 
Bowl on Feb. 4 airing on NBC. The song and 
the accompanying video were released Jan. 
12. 

■ Julia Louis-Dreyfus has marked the 
end of chemo by posting an Instagram video 
of her grown sons, Charlie and Henry, lip¬ 
syncing to Michael Jackson’s “Beat It.” The 
“Veep” actress announced in September she 
had been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

■ Actress Rebecca Hall says she’s donat¬ 
ing her salary from the latest Woody Allen 
film to Time’s Up. Hall says on Instagram 
she was hired for Allen’s “A Rainy Day in 
New York” but is “profoundly sorry” and 
“regrets” her decision to work with the film¬ 
maker, who has been accused of molesting 
his daughter, Dylan Farrow, when she was 7. 

■ Horror author Stephen King is PEN 
America’s new Literary Service Award win¬ 
ner. The literary and human rights organiza¬ 
tion will honor King with the award May 22, 
the day King’s new novel “The Outsider” is 
being published. 

■ Gospel singer Edwin Hawkins, best 
known for the crossover hit “Oh Happy Day,” 
died Monday at age 74. He had been suffer¬ 
ing from pancreatic cancer, publicist Bill 
Carpenter said. 


‘Black-ish’ wins 
3 NAACP awards 

By Sandy Cohen 

Associated Press 

“Black-ish” scored a hat- 
trick during the first hour of the 
NAACP Image Awards. The hit 
ABC show was named best com¬ 
edy series and brought acting 
awards for stars Anthony Ander¬ 
son and Tracee Ellis Ross. 

“It’s an extraordinary thing to 
be able to show what a beautiful 
black family looks like on televi¬ 
sion,” Ross said as the cast ac¬ 
cepted the comedy series honor. 

Anderson also hosted the cer¬ 
emony Monday at the Pasadena 
Civic Auditorium in California. 
And Ellis was among the first 
stars to appear on stage, when a 
group of six Hollywood women 
emerged holding hands to issue a 
get-out-the-vote call. 

Ross, Kerry Washington, La- 
verne Cox, Jurnee Smollet-Bell, 
Lena Waithe and Angela Rob¬ 
inson declared support for the 
Time’s Up initiative to stop sex¬ 
ual harassment and gender dis¬ 
crimination and urged viewers to 
speak up at the polls as well. 

“The midterms are a perfect 
moment for us to use our voices,” 
Robinson said. “If we can take 
back a senate seat in Alabama...” 

“Then we have the ability to 
shift the imbalance of power,” 
Smollet-Bell said. 

Anderson opened with a po¬ 
litically-tinged monologue, tak¬ 
ing aim at Omarosa Manigault 
and President Donald Trump’s 
administration. He also said he 
doesn’t expect Oprah Winfrey to 
run for president. 

“Why would she move to a 
smaller house?” he said. 

Some of the ceremony’s most 
poignant moments came during 
presentations of special awards. 

Presenter Halle Berry said 
it’s significant that the NAACP 
Image Awards are airing on Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr. day. 

“We need to take heed to his 
eloquent words: ‘Our lives begin 
to end the day we become silent 
about the things that matter,’” 
she said. “Today is an affirmation 
that we will never ever, ever, ever 
be silent again.” 

She presented the Music Makes 
a Difference award to Charlie 
Wilson, who talked about his 
road from addiction and home¬ 
lessness to musical success and 
philanthropy. 

Wilson said that he has been 
sober for 22 years and is focused 
on helping homeless addicts. 

Labor organizer William Lucy 
received the Chairman’s Award 
for his more than 40 years of 
service. Beyond his union lead¬ 
ership, Lucy was also an activist 
who fought apartheid in South 
Africa. 

Danny Glover discussed his 
advocacy for labor unions as he 
received the President’s Award. 

A batch of winners was re¬ 
vealed during a pre-telecast din¬ 
ner on Sunday evening. Jordan 
Peele won writing and directing 
honors for “Get Out.” SZA was 
named best new artist in the 
music category, while the genre’s 
best artist awards went to Blige 
and Bruno Mars. 
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Citigroup discioses gender, raciai pay gaps 


About half of Citigroup’s employees are women, but only a quarter of 
its senior executives are female. Eleven percent of its U.S. employees 
are black, while only 1.6 percent of senior executives are. 


By Laura Colby 
AND Dakin Campbell 
Bloomberg 

Citigroup said it would mea¬ 
sure, publish and take steps to 
close the gaps between what it 
pays men and women in three 
countries and for U.S. minorities. 

The move follows a shareholder 
proposal filed by Boston-based 
Arjuna Capital and is the first 
of its kind by a big U.S. bank. As 
well as in the US., Citigroup also 
studied pay in the UK. — where 
such reporting is now mandatory 
— and Germany. 

Citigroup will increase the pay 
of women and U.S. minorities as 
well as others where raises are 
warranted to close the gap, the 
bank said in a statement. 

It also promised to do similar 
analyses in other countries where 
any of its more than 200,000 em¬ 
ployees work. 


By Gene Marks 

Special To The Washington Post 

Last week, Walmart announced 
that it would be closing 63 of its un¬ 
derperforming Sam’s Club stores 
at various locations throughout 
the country. While most of the 
news centered around the thou¬ 
sands of employees who would be 
affected by the decision, there’s 
also another significant group of 
people who will be negatively af¬ 
fected: hundreds, even thousands 
of local small businesses. 

The retailer has historically 
prided itself on the services it has 
provided its small business mem¬ 
bers that include (for an annual 
fee) discounts on bulk purchases 


The focus on pay “supports our 
efforts to attract and retain the 
best talent and reward perfor¬ 
mance,” Citigroup said. 

About half of the bank’s em¬ 
ployees are women but only a 
quarter of senior executives are 
female. Eleven percent of its U.S. 
employees are black, while only 
1.6 percent of senior executives 
are. 

Citigroup said it analyzed total 
compensation of its employees in 
the US., the UK. and Germany, 
looking at factors such as job 
level, function and geography. 
It found that women on average 
earned 99 percent of men’s pay 
and that U.S. minorities earned 


on office supplies; food; materi¬ 
als and other goods; financing; 
payment solutions; and health 
care insurance. The chain also 
has special hours to accommo¬ 
date its small business customers 
— many of whom start the day 
early. So it’s understandable why 
so many local merchants, res¬ 
taurants, coffee shops and other 
small businesses were upset to 
learn of the sudden closures. 

“They’re a significant part of 
my business,” Joe Gerace, the 
owner of a Chevron store in An¬ 
chorage, Alaska, said in a local 
television report. Gerace buys 
more than 300 items from Sam’s 
Club and spends about $50,000 at 


99 percent of nonminorities’ pay. 

The UK. is requiring all com¬ 
panies, including foreign ones 
such as Citigroup, to report gen¬ 
der pay data publicly starting in 
April. The numbers are based on 
averages of the total workforce, 
and those reported by financial 
institutions so far tend to be far 
wider than the national gender 
pay gap of 18 percent. 

Brian Levine, a partner at Mer¬ 
cer Consulting who analyzes pay, 
said those numbers shrink to be¬ 
tween 1 and 3 percent for most 
companies when job function, se¬ 
niority and other factors are taken 
into account, largely because 
women are clustered in lower- 


the store every month. Walmart 
said it’s closing all of the Sam’s 
Club stores in the state. 

Tamm DiCecca, who owns a 
cake shop in Greece, N.Y., buys 
much of her supplies from Sam’s 
Club. The chain plans to close four 
of its 16 locations in the state. 

“That’s horrible news to many 
small businesses,” she told the 
Democrat and Chronicle in Roch¬ 
ester, N.Y. 

It’s the same story in Florida. 

“I go to that Sam’s three times 
a week. It’s an integral part of our 
business,” Roberto Torres, the 
owner of Blind Tiger Cafe in St. 
Petersburg, said in another local 
television station report. “We buy 


paying jobs. He added that some 
companies are conducting analy¬ 
ses proactively across the globe 
ahead of the UK. disclosures. 

Arjuna Capital Managing Part¬ 
ner Natasha Lamb said she was 
withdrawing the proposal as a 
result of Citigroup’s actions and 
hoped that other banks would fol¬ 
low suit. 

“Citigroup is stepping into a 
leadership role on the gender pay 
gap that we have not seen from 
any of its U.S. financial peers,” 
she said. 

Arjuna Capital successfully 
pressed seven technology compa¬ 
nies to disclose their gender pay 
gaps in 2016. It made a similar ef- 


30 percent of our cleaning sup¬ 
plies [there]. I was going to buy a 
safe and some security cameras. 
I mean, this is a very important 
store.” 

This is not the first time this 
has happened. In 2016, Walmart 
closed 250 Sam’s Club locations. 
Even after this round, there still 
will be almost 600 Sam’s Clubs in 
operation around the country. 

Meanwhile, the company’s 
competitors, BJ’s Wholesale Club 
and Costco, are hoping to step into 
the void. BJ’s, according to a New 
York Times report, has already 
seen an “immediate increase” in 
new memberships. 


fort at U.S. banks last year, includ¬ 
ing Citigroup, but was rebuffed 
by the financial institutions. 

Arjuna has targeted eight other 
financial institutions for the 2018 
proxy season. They are JPMor- 
gan Chase, Wells Fargo, Bank 
of America, Bank of New York 
Mellon, American Express, Mas¬ 
tercard, Reinsurance Group of 
America and Progressive. 

The proposals ask the compa¬ 
nies to publish their policies and 
goals to reduce the gender pay 
gap. 


1 EXCHANGE RATES 1 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 17). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 17). 

British pound (Jan. 17). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 17). 

South Korean won (Jan. 17). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2555 

.€0.7965 

.$1.41 

...108.00 

1,037.00 

...0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Doilar). 

China (Yuan) 

Denmark (Krone). 

FnvntrPniinril. 

.$1.3755 

...1.2424 

...6.4426 

...6.1010 

Euro.$1.2209/0.8191 

Mono Kona (Dollar).7.8233 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan (Yen). 

...252.91 

...3.4284 

...110.82 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

...0 3006 

Nor ^Kronl') 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty) 

...7.8859 

.50.72 

.3.42 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

...3.7504 
...1.3245 
1,065.50 
...0.9654 
.32.00 



(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

.4.50 

Discount rate 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-month bill. 

.2.00 

.1.42 

.1.41 

.2.85 


Closing of 63 Sam’s Club stores has big implications 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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OPINION _ 

Conveying Trump’s words is no easy task 


By Margaret Sullivan 

The Washington Post 

F rom Harry Truman’s “dumb son 
of a b—” assessment of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur to Dick 
Cheney’s rude suggestion about 
what Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., should do 
to himself, foul language from politicians 
skips across the aisle and leaps through the 
decades. 

President Donald Trump and his ad¬ 
ministration, though, have added a 
turbocharge. 

Who can forget Anthony Scaramucci’s 
description of Steve Bannon’s ability to 
give himself sexual pleasure through con¬ 
tortion? Or Trump’s own bragging about 
sexual misconduct that surfaced during 
the campaign? 

Despite all this, the profanity report¬ 
edly used by the president to describe 
poor countries — “shithole,” to be precise 
— still managed to shock. And news orga¬ 
nizations had to grapple with whether and 
how prominently to use his words. 

But the real issue wasn’t the language 
at all, disgusting as it was. What mattered 
much more was what Trump’s words re¬ 
ally meant, and what the responsibilities of 
journalists were in conveying that mean¬ 
ing in some sensible way. 

In the first hours of coverage, some rose 
to the challenge well. 

Lisa Mascaro, of the Los Angeles Times, 
provided meaningful context in her im¬ 
mediate news story: “While cruder and 
blunter than his past public statements, 
the president’s comments were in keep¬ 
ing with his long-standing position that the 
United States should shift its immigration 
policy away from poorer, developing coun¬ 
tries, and instead focus on carefully select¬ 
ing educated immigrants, especially from 
Europe.” 

She added that Trump “has frequently 
characterized Muslims as terrorists and 


opened his presidential campaign calling 
Mexican immigrants ‘rapists.’” 

By evening, some cable newscasters 
had become far more blunt. Don Lemon 
of CNN flatly declared: “The president of 
the United States is racist.” His colleague 
Anderson Cooper went there, too: Trump’s 
words were not just “racially charged” but 
simply racist. 

Predictably, though, Trump’s regular 
media defenders were responding in two 
appalling ways. 

First, they did it by noting that countries 
like Haiti are indeed poor and troubled, 
implying that the president was therefore 
right to disparage them. 

Fox’s Tomi Lahren, never deeper than 
a coffee saucer, put it this way: “If they 
aren’t shithole countries, why don’t their 
citizens stay there? Let’s be honest. Call it 
like it is.” (Her tweet prompted Washing¬ 
ton Post Africa bureau chief Kevin Sieff to 
aptly note that nearly 9 million Americans 
live overseas, and CNN’s Andrew Kac- 
zynski to wonder, “Why do you live/work 
in California/NYC instead of your native 
South Dakota?”) 

And second, they did it by positing that 
Trump’s racism will play well with his 
base, which somehow makes it acceptable. 
Jesse Watters, a Fox host, paid tribute to 
what he called America’s “forgotten men 
and women” who surely would approve. 
(Big eyeroll here. Anyone who’d like to 
forget these hardcore fans would find it 
impossible, given the media’s endless ex¬ 
plorations of their Trumpian fealty.) 

It all made for a tremendous uproar, one 
sure to be swept aside as the next horror 
show replaces it. 

Can we learn anything from this one? 
Maybe. 

Most news organizations handled the 
use of a profane word with professional¬ 
ism: If the president says it, it’s news. They 
used it, mostly verbatim or in some thinly 
veiled form. 


Fewer, though, were successful at getting 
beyond the shock value of the word and ex¬ 
ploring the racist — yes, racist — thinking 
behind it. 

Should the news media be using that 
charged word for the president of the 
United States? Only when absolutely war¬ 
ranted. Which it clearly is. 

A similar debate raged last year about 
whether to use the word “lie” in describing 
Trump’s constant falsehoods. Again, it’s 
not a word one wants to use lightly, but one 
that is sometimes necessary. 

And it’s one that is not limited to the pres¬ 
ident. Consider the Republican senators 
who said they couldn’t remember whether 
they heard Trump use his atrocious words 
in the meeting they attended, or denied he 
said them. If they weren’t lying, what other 
explanation might there be? 

This is the kind of “call it like it is” that’s 
needed. I didn’t notice much of it. 

And improvement is desperately needed 
on another media front, too. Somehow, the 
familiar cycle of freakout — shock-reac- 
tion-insult-rejoinder — has to stop. 

Those reporters who provided useful 
context within news stories helped right 
away. And those commentators and opinion 
writers who made logical, principled argu¬ 
ments did, too. But that kind of thoughtful¬ 
ness was far from universal. 

Context, clarity, reason? We need much 
more of this. 

Excusing racism on political grounds? 
Justifying the disparagement of people be¬ 
cause their countries are troubled? Mak¬ 
ing cynical arguments to encourage their 
audience’s worst instincts? 

Media figures who do that — and there 
are far too many of them — dump buckets 
of kerosene on the flames. 

To use House Speaker Paul Ryan’s weak 
word of dissent, that’s unhelpful. Calling it 
like it is: It’s vile. 

Margaret Sullivan is The Washington Post’s media 
columnist. 


Freedom Caucus in spotlight as shutdown looms 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

T he House Freedom Caucus styles 
itself as the principled champion 
of limited government and the 
rule of law. More often, its mem¬ 
bers are partisan gunslingers, attack dogs 
during President Barack Obama’s admin¬ 
istration and lap dogs for President Donald 
Trump. 

That’s personified by the two leaders of 
this right-wing contingent of about three 
dozen House Republicans: Reps. Jim Jor¬ 
dan, of Ohio, and Mark Meadows, of North 
Carolina. 

If negotiations fail this week to head off a 
government shutdown, Jordan and Mead¬ 
ows will be in the spotlight. They enjoy 
throwing grenades. Former House Speak¬ 
er John Boehner called his fellow Ohioan, 
Jordan, a “legislative terrorist.” They’ll 
brush aside the Republican congressional 
leadership, but Trump could call them off 
Both men have embraced Trump’s most 
extreme positions. They’ve demanded the 
resignation of Attorney General Jeff Ses¬ 
sions for insufficient ardor in Trump’s 
defense against the Justice Department 
probe into Russian meddling in the 2016 
election. “Manufactured hysteria,” they’ve 
called it. 

The Freedom Caucus leaders are a by¬ 
product of a divide in the American con¬ 
servative movement that’s been widening 
for four decades. One side is embodied by 
Jack Kemp, who represented western New 
York in Congress during the 1970s and 
1980s and served as U.S. housing secre¬ 
tary under President George H.W. Bush. 


His was a conservativism of openness, 
inclusion and the opportunity society. The 
other takes inspiration from former Sen. 
Jesse Helms, a 30-year North Carolina 
lawmaker until 2003 whose politics relied 
on stoking animosities and fear. Legisla¬ 
tively, the two camps voted similarly. But 
their messages and approach to politics 
were radically different, with one focused 
on hope and the other on resentment. 

Jordan and Meadows fall into the Helms 
camp. (Neither responded to calls or emails 
seeking comment for this column.) 

Their influence is mostly negative. A 
fellow Republican congressman, Charlie 
Dent, of Pennsylvania, said the Freedom 
Caucus leaders can effectively undercut 
the House leadership but “just can’t get to 
yes.” 

They couldn’t be more different person¬ 
ally. Meadows, a three-term congressman 
from the western corner of his state, is af¬ 
fable and outgoing. Jordan, a former wres¬ 
tling champion, is wound tight, always 
confrontational in shirt sleeves. 

Meadows played a leading role in driv¬ 
ing Boehner into retirement. Today, Boeh- 
ner’s successor. Speaker Paul Ryan, hears 
Freedom Caucus footsteps. 

Jordan habitually exploits the oversight 
and investigative powers of the House to 
pursue phony scandals. He’s been espe¬ 
cially bellicose about the examination of 
former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
in the case of the four Americans killed by 
terrorists in 2012 at the U.S. Consulate in 
Benghazi, Libya. Congressional Republi¬ 
cans have held more hearings on Benghazi 
than on the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, when 
2,996 people died. 


He was even more intense in accusing 
the IRS of illegally targeting conserva¬ 
tive political groups. He led an effort to 
impeach IRS Commissioner John Koski- 
nen, who wasn’t even at the agency when 
the alleged offenses took place. If he’d 
succeeded, it would have been the first 
impeachment of an executive branch ap¬ 
pointee since the administration of Presi¬ 
dent Ulysses S. Grant. 

It was all bogus. The Treasury Depart¬ 
ment’s Inspector General concluded that 
IRS mistakes were bureaucratic, not politi¬ 
cal; liberal groups were targeted too. 

As my Bloomberg View colleague Fran¬ 
cis Wilkinson wrote in November, Koski- 
nen left voluntarily on Nov. 9, 2017, with 
his impeccable integrity intact. Jordan 
has lacked the grace to apologize; he even 
criticized the National Academy of Public 
Administration for honoring Koskinen’s 
public service. 

The Freedom Caucus sometimes does 
act on principle, opposing expanded gov¬ 
ernment and big spending programs. But 
Jordan and Meadows both supported the 
Republican budget resolution that is pav¬ 
ing the way for massive deficits. 

Jordan and Meadows are the public face 
of the Freedom Caucus. If their aversion 
to compromise helps provoke a govern¬ 
ment shutdown, there’s a good chance that 
they’ll emerge as the face of all House 
Republicans. 

With the GOP facing a tough struggle to 
retain control of the House in the Novem¬ 
ber midterm elections, that would be good 
news for Democrats. 

Albert R. Hunt Is a Bloomberg View columnist. 
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OPINION_ 

Public lands rollback is on shaky ground 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke — shown with Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, 
center, and President Donald Trump, right, during a Cabinet meeting — said that 
almost all of the 2.4 million public comments submitted during the administration’s 
“review” of national monuments favored no change in their size or status. 


By Michael C. Blumm 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

T he Trump administration, aided 
by a willing but slim majority in 
Congress, began to comprehen¬ 
sively dismantle public lands pro¬ 
tections in 2017. The regulatory results 
were fairly astonishing. They amount to 
an unprecedented rollback of conserva¬ 
tion norms that date back to Theodore 
Roosevelt, who made the preservation of 
natural resources national policy more 
than a century ago. 

President Donald Trump’s disassem¬ 
bling of public lands protections include 
drastically slashing the size of national 
monuments in Utah, opening up the Arc¬ 
tic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling, 
jettisoning protections for sage grouse 
throughout vast areas of the arid West and 
taking a headlong dive into increased fossil- 
fuel production. The latter involves ending 
moratoria on coal and oil-and-gas leasing, 
terminating methane emission controls, 
scuttling hydraulic fracturing regulations 
and eviscerating federal consideration of 
the long-term costs of carbon emissions on 
the planet’s environment. 

Americans have lived through public 
land scandals such as the Teapot Dome af¬ 
fair in the 1920s, in which bribery by oil 
companies sent the secretary of the inte¬ 
rior to prison. In the 1980s, the Reagan 
administration’s secretary of the interior 
privatized federal coal in Wyoming’s Pow¬ 
der River Basin without trying to obtain 
fair market value for it. But those give¬ 
aways pale before what is going on now. 

The legal grounds for the Trump turn¬ 
around in national policy will be tested in 
the courts over the next few years. In some 
cases, the administration may be unable 
to show a rational reason for changes in 
course that were conscientiously vetted 
and adopted just a few years ago. But the 
politics of this abrupt about-face should be 
debated now, as the Trump public lands 
revolution takes effect. 

Do the American people — owners of the 
scaled-back Utah monuments as well as the 
surrounding lands — favor removing Na¬ 
tive archaeological and sacred sites from 


those areas without a clear cost-benefit 
accounting of the land’s value for drilling 
or mining? Do the people favor oil drill¬ 
ing in the Arctic refuge — after 40 years 
of wildlife protection — when there is no 
need for new domestic supplies of oil? How 
about ending sage grouse protections that 
were agreed on by all stakeholders, includ¬ 
ing the federal government, after years of 
study and negotiation? 

No one in the administration seems to 
care about such questions. Why not? And 
why would lands owned by all Americans 
be threatened by a government nominally 
committed to protecting the rights of all? 

There’s plenty of evidence that well-or¬ 
ganized and well-funded special interest 
groups — such as oil and gas companies, 
mining concerns and public land grazers 
— are much more likely to succeed at per¬ 
suading regulators of the wisdom of their 
claims than are the members of the gen¬ 


eral public. 

The Trump rollbacks in public lands pro¬ 
tections are highly unpopular among most 
Americans. The latest “State of the Rock¬ 
ies” poll, conducted by Colorado College, 
found that in the seven mountain states, 
voters prefer safeguarding air, water, 
wildlife and recreation on public lands 
over mining and drilling by a massive 3- 
to-1 margin. Moreover, as Secretary of the 
Interior Ryan Zinke admitted, almost all of 
the 2.4 million public comments submitted 
to Washington during the administration’s 
“review” of national monuments favored 
no change in their size or status. 

No matter. The effect of the Trump revo¬ 
lution is to redefine the “public” in public 
lands, or at least the public that matters. 
Those with a financial stake in mining, 
grazing and logging now enjoy preferred 
status. 

The shift is especially clear in two bud¬ 


get proposals. Under Trump, the Park Ser¬ 
vice has suggested raising entry fees at the 
most popular national parks from $25 or 
$30 to $70 per car. At the same time, con¬ 
gressional Republicans aim to substantial¬ 
ly cut the Park Service budget. Meanwhile, 
the administration has resisted increasing 
royalties on public-lands fossil-fuel leases 
and has rejected charging fair-market 
value for grazing permits. (It costs taxpay¬ 
ers more than $100 million annually to ad¬ 
minister the grazing program.) 

Perhaps the Trump revolution is the 
predictable byproduct of the political dy¬ 
namics affecting public lands. Outspoken, 
anti-federal westerners have had a dispro¬ 
portionate effect on senators such as Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, to whom the president 
expressly dedicated his shrinking of the 
monuments. Coupled with the enormous 
advantages given extractive industries 
through campaign contributions — which 
can be hidden from the public as “dark 
money” — the concerns of a relatively 
small segment of the rural West have cap¬ 
tured the Republican Party, including the 
current administration. 

The irony is that Nevada, Utah and Ari¬ 
zona are in the Top 10 of urban American 
states. The West as a whole is the most 
urbanized region in the country — and 
has been for at least 125 years. And met¬ 
ropolitan residents everywhere will share 
in paying the costs of the administration’s 
reckless commitment to continued fos¬ 
sil-fuel dependence in the form of climate 
change-affected forest fires, floods and 
more subtle environmental damage such 
as lost species and biodiversity. 

Although the maladies of our current 
political process are not limited to public 
land decisions, the failure to protect the 
public’s proprietary interest in federal 
lands will have adverse effects — perhaps 
irreversible ones — long after the incum¬ 
bent administration is a mere memory. In 
the meantime, the public’s best hope lies 
in numerous ongoing federal court suits, 
which may be able to slow Trump’s assault 
on our shared heritage. 

Michael C. Blumm, Jeffrey Bain Faculty Scholar 
and a professor at Lewis and Clark Law School 
in Portland, Ore., has taught public lands law for 
nearly four decades. 


The right medicine for Zuckerberg to cure Facebook 


By Roger McNamee 
Special to The Washington Post 

F acebook chief executive Mark 
Zuckerberg recently announced 
that he would spend 2018 fixing 
the problems with his platform 
that enable bad actors to do harm, such 
as Russia’s interference in the US. elec¬ 
tion. As Zuckerberg’s former mentor, I ap¬ 
plaud this commitment and would like to 
offer my friend a road map to protect our 
democracy. 

I first noticed bad actors exploiting Face- 
book in early 2016 and contacted Zuck¬ 
erberg and Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s 
chief operating officer, just before the elec¬ 
tion. I spent four months trying to convince 
Facebook that its algorithms and advertis¬ 
ing business model were vulnerable to 
bad actors. They were reluctant to accept 
my conclusion then and continued to deny 
and deflect through the end of 2017. The 
company still argues that it is not respon¬ 
sible for the actions of third parties on its 
platform. 

I can understand that it was initially dif¬ 
ficult for Facebook to believe that its prod¬ 
uct was at fault, but there is no longer any 
excuse for inaction. 

What we need from Zuckerberg is ac¬ 


knowledgment that Facebook has some 
responsibility for what others do on its 
platform and that it is prepared to make 
fundamental changes to limit future harm. 
Last week’s announcement of changes to 
Facebook’s NewsFeed may be a positive 
step, but it’s not a solution. Had this change 
been in place in 2016, it might even have 
exacerbated the Russian interference by 
increasing the exposure of Facebook group 
users to misinformation. 

I recommend that Facebook follow the 
example of Johnson & Johnson during 
the Tylenol poisonings in 1982. Johnson 
& Johnson did not cause the tampering. 
It was not technically required to take re¬ 
sponsibility, but it knew it was the right 
thing to do. The company took immediate 
and aggressive action to protect its custom¬ 
ers. It took every bottle of Tylenol off every 
retail shelf and redesigned the packaging 
to make it tamper-proof There was a sub¬ 
stantial economic cost in the short run, but 
the company built trust with customers 
that eventually offset it. 

Following this model, the first step for 
Facebook is to admit it has a problem. 
Zuckerberg did that in his blog post. The 
next step is for Facebook to admit that its 
algorithms and advertising business model 


invite attacks by bad actors. By giving 
users only “what they want,” Facebook re¬ 
inforces existing beliefs, makes them more 
extreme and makes it hard for users to ac¬ 
cept unpleasant facts. Instead of bringing 
people together, Facebook drives us apart. 

The same tools that make Facebook so 
addictive for users and so effective for 
advertisers are dangerous in the hands 
of bad actors. And thanks to automation, 
Facebook cannot currently prevent harm. 
It will happen again and again until Face- 
book takes aggressive action. The problem 
cannot be fixed by hiring contractors to 
review problematic posts. The company 
needs to change the priorities of its algo¬ 
rithms and retool its business model. It 
needs to act like Johnson & Johnson. 

Facebook also owes its users a personal 
apology. Thanks to Facebook’s negligence, 
126 million Americans were exposed to 
Russian manipulation, and most of them 
do not realize it. To compensate, Facebook 
must notify every user touched by Rus¬ 
sian election interference with a personal 
message explaining how the platform was 
manipulated and how that manipulation 
harmed users and the country. They should 
include copies of every post, group, event 
and ad each user received. Facebook is the 


only entity able to break through to users 
trapped in its filter bubbles. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., made this request 
several months ago. Facebook’s response 
was a “portal” that was as hard to find as it 
was inadequate. 

Finally, Zuckerberg should volunteer to 
testify in an open hearing before Congress. 
The country needs to hear him explain 
Facebook’s strategy and design choices 
and justify its refusal to accept responsi¬ 
bility for what bad actors are doing on the 
platform. 

Facebook is tailor-made for abuse by 
bad actors, and unless the company takes 
immediate action, we should expect a lot 
more of it, including interference in up¬ 
coming elections. If Facebook chooses to 
protect its current business model, it has 
enough power and influence to skate by 
without implementing the changes needed 
to protect democracy and public health in 
the United States and across the world. 

But users and regulators are watching. 
Zuckerberg and Sandberg have an oppor¬ 
tunity to be heroes or villains. The choice 
is theirs. 

Roger McNamee is a managing director at 
Elevation Partners and was an early investor in 
Google and Facebook. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


I USED TO H^VE A 
TRADITIONAL SOUL, 
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THEIR DOPAfAINE 


THAT TOU OLD 

SOUNDS TIPPERS UJITH 
LIKE AN YOUR LEGACY 
EPAPTY SOULS ARE 

LIFE. HILARIOUS. 




X'E? JUSTLI«e 
TO KNOW NOW 
T FEELS TO BE 
WEI0HTLE5S 




fiometiirriG^ I ' 
witk 

de^iifiiovL-making. , 


eiZAfiRO.COM 
Faiietook.acm/ SizgcroComidfi 

©201S SiZ AjgQ Srt- 


1 

2 

3 

4 1 


5 

6 

7 


a 

9 

10 

11 





13 



14 




15 




16 1 




17 




IS 






19 










23 


24 




25 

26 

27 1 



28 


29 



30 

31 

32 

GS 









36 



3fi 



37 











40 



41 


p2 



43 

44 






46 


47 

46 

49 

SO 





51 

62 











55 




p 




57 




5B 



59 





DOWN 

1 — Romeo 

2 Spring 

3 Ripped 

4 Buffet-table 
heater 

5 Pistol 

6 Astern 

7 Mediocre 

8 Bloodhound’s 
clue 

9 Lever in 
a trunk 

10 Oodles 

11 Porgy’s love 
16 Consumed 
20 Sobbed 

22 It takes 
the cake 

23 Bigwig 

25 Prior night 


26 Espionage org. 

27 Steal, as 
employees 

29 “Dracula” heroine 

31 Mode lead-in 

32 Morning moisture 
34 Platter 

38 Protein in 
wheat flour 
40 Russian rulers 

42 Bar supply 

43 Go angling 

44 Tittle 

45 Has 

47 Scarce 

48 Mast 

49 Canadian 
gas brand 

52 Chemical suffix 

53 “Toy Story” 
dinosaur 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Play parts 
5 Auto fuel 
8 Wild guess 

12 Booty 

13 Flying saucer 

14 Marathon fraction 

15 Stinging insects 

17 Cupid’s alias 

18 Warning 

19 Baby hooters 
21 Night light? 

24Yalie 

25 Canyon sound 
28 Siren 
30 “Way cool!” 

33 Half of XIV 

34 Ledger entry 

35 Flamenco cheer 

36 Hearing thing 

37 Privy to 

38 Chew (on) 

39 Roswell visitors 
41 Release money 
43 Debacle 
46 Talk a blue 

streak? 

50 Corn Belt state 

51 Spying devices 

54 Rating unit 

55 Away from SSW 

56 Historic periods 

57 Robert of 
“Airplane!” 

58 Gender 

59 Roman emperor 

1-17 CRYPTOQUIP 

MZRUQ TGXHQIUO’B FHZK XO 

VGXTG SGU CBU AM WXSTGUO 

VGXBWB XB TARFHUSUHK 

ACSHZVUQ: “JUZSUI JZO.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A COMPANY FIRED 
A MEMBER OE THE CLERGY, I BELIEVE THEY’D 
HAVE TO GIVE HIM REVERENCE PAY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals P 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 



■ People saying Free Dog 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautQsales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst. 





Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 
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News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 

Daily Headlinesy Weekly Update^ Veterans NewSy Stripes Opiniony 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 

you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poli, compiied by U.S. Coliege Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Jan. 14 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (44) 18-3-1 993 1 

2. Clarkson (5) 18-3-1 943 3 

3. St. Cloud state (1) 14-4-3 900 2 

4. Cornell 14-2-1 855 4 

5. Denver 12-6-4 786 5 

6. Ohio State 15-5-4 716 6 

7. North Dakota 12-6-6 707 7 

8. Northeastern 14-5-3 616 10 

9. Minnesota state 17-7-0 585 8 

10. Providence 15-7-2 569 11 

11. Western Michigan 12-9-1 511 12 

12. Penn State 13-8-3 446 13 

13. Minnesota 13-12-1 356 9 

14. Minnesota Duluth 11-9-3 353 15 

15. Omaha 12-9-1 309 17 

16. Boston College 11-9-3 234 16 

17. Bowling Green 12-8-6 160 14 

18. Wisconsin 11-11-3 96 18 

19. Colgate 10-8-4 78 19 

20. Michigan 10-10-2 71 NR 

Other receiving votes: Northern Mich¬ 
igan 70, Harvard 56, UMass Lowell 30, Be- 
midji State 17, Maine 14, Boston Univer¬ 
sity 9, Michigan Tech 7, Miami 7, Canisius 
5, American International 1. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Addison Reed on a two-year 
contract. Designated LHP Buddy Boshers 
for assignment. 

National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Designated 
INF Engelb Vielma and RHP Shane Carle 
for assignment. Acquired RHP Kyle Crick, 
OF Bryan Reynolds and $500,000 in in¬ 
ternational bonus pool space from San 
Francisco for OF Andrew McCutchen and 
cash considerations. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with OF Howie Kendrick on a 
two-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed F Andrew 
White III to a two-way contract, 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Signed G Gary 
Payton II to a two-way contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed TE 
Gavin Escobar to a reserve/futures con¬ 
tract. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Mutually agreed 
to part ways with coach Mike Mularkey. 
Signed CB Jeremy Boykins, WR Darius 
Jennings, S Denzel Johnson, OL Tyler 
Marz, DE Johnny Maxey, WR Zach Pascal, 
TE Tim Semisch, DE Julius Warmsiey, OL 
Cody Wichmann and DL Antwaun Woods 
to reserve/futures contracts. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Reassigned LWs 
Ryan Lomberg and Marek Hrivik and An¬ 
drew Mangiapane to Stockton (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Reassigned F 
Zach Nastasiuk to Grand Rapids (AHL) 
from the Toledo (ECHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled G 
Juuse Saros from Milwaukee (AHL). Re¬ 
assigned G Anders Lindback to Milwau¬ 
kee. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled F 
Peter Holland from Hartford (AHL). As¬ 
signed C Boo Nieves to Hartford. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled F Tage 
Thompson from San Antonio (NBAGL). 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Signed D 
Deryk Engelland to a one-year contract 
extension through the 2018-19 season. 

COLLEGE 

BIG 12 CONFERENCE - Fined Texas 
Tech $25,000 and reprimanded West Vir¬ 
ginia forward Wes Harris for hitting a 
fan who joined thousands of others in 
storming the court during a postgame 
celebration on Jan. 13. 

GEORGIA - LB Roquan Smith will en¬ 
ter the NFL Draft. 

MEMPHIS — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of wide receivers coach David John- 

MICHIGAN — Named Sherrone Moore 
tight ends coach. 

NC STATE — Announced redshirt se¬ 
nior QB Jalan McClendon will transfer. 

NEW JERSEY CITY - Named Patrick 
O’Neill men’s and women’s cross coun¬ 
try, indoor and outdoor track & field 
coach. 

TENNESSEE — Junior QB Quinten Dor- 
mady is transferring. 

TENNESSEE TECH - Named Donnie 
Suber defensive coordinator. 


Pro football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 


NFL playoffs 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 
Conference Championships 
Sund^^Mn. 21 

Jacksonville at New England 

NFC 

Minnesota at Philadelphia 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneaoo" 

i. NFC 


AFC champion 


champion 


NFL Draft early entries 

Josh Adams, rb, Notre Dame 
Olasunkanmi Adeniyi, de, Toledo 
Jaire Alexander, cb, Louisville 
Josh Allen, qb, Wyoming 
Kyle Allen, qb, Houston 
Mark Andrews, te, Oklahoma 
Dorance Armstrong, de, Kansas 
Jerome Baker, lb, Onio State 
Saquon Barkley, rb, Penn State 
Jessie Bates III, db. Wake Forest 
Orlando Brown, ot, Oklahoma 
Taven Bryan, dt, Florida 
Deontay Burnett, wr. Southern Cal 
Deon Cain, wr, Clemson 
Antonio Callaway, wr, Florida 
Will Clapp, c, LSU 
Simmie Cobbs, wr, Indiana 
Keke Coutee, wr, Texas Tech 
JJ Dallas, cb, Louisiana-Monroe 
James Daniels, c, Iowa 
Sam Darnold, qb. Southern Cal 
Carlton Davis, cb. Auburn 
Michael Dickson, p, Texas 
Terrell Edmunds, s, Virginia Tech 
Tremaine Edmunds, lb, Virginia Tech 
DeShon Elliott, s, Texas 
Minkah Fitzpatrick, s, Alabama 
Nick Gates, ol, Nebraska 
Rashaan Gaulden, db, Tennessee 
Frank Ginda, lb, San Jose State 
Rasheem Green, dl. Southern Cal 
Derrius Guice, rb, LSU 
Marcell Harris, s, Florida 
Ronnie Harrison, s, Alabama 
Taylor Hearn, g, Clemson 

S uadree Henderson, v - 
olton Hill, cb, Texas 
Nyheim Hine^ rb, N.C. State 


nderson, wr, Pittsburgh 


Jeff Holland, de. Auburn 
Sam Hubbard, de, Ohio State 
Mike Hughes, cb, UCF 
Hayden Hurst, te, South Carolina 
Joel lyiegbuniwe, lb. Western Kentucky 
Ryan Izzo, te, FIroida State 
Donte Jackson, cb, LSU 
J.C. Jackson, cb, Maryland 


Kiciiie James, wr, iviiuuie le 
Malik Jefferson, lb, Texas 
Kerryon Johnson, rb. Auburn 
Ronald Jones II, tb. Southern Cal 
Sam Jones, ol, Arizona State 
John Kelly, rb, Tennessee 
Arden Key, DE, LSU 
Christian Kirk, wr, Texas A&M 
Du’Vonta Lampkin, dt, Oklahoma 
Jordan Lasley, wr, UCLA 
Tanner Lee, qb, Nebraska 
Chase Litton, qb, Marshall 
Tavares Martin, wr, Washington State 
Hercules Mata’afa, dt, Washington State 
Ray-Ray McCloud, wr, Clemson 
Tarvarus McFadden, cb, Florida State 
RJ McIntosh, dt, Miami 
Kahlil McKenzie, db, Tennessee 
Quenton Meeks, cb, Stanford 
Kolton Miller, ot, UCLA 
DJ Moore, wr, Maryland 
Ryan Nall, rb, Oregon State 
Nick Nelson, cb, Wisconsin 
Quenton Nelson, g, Notre Dame 
Kendrick Norton, dt, Miami 
Isaiah Qliver, cb, Colorado 
Brian Q’Neill, Ot, Pittsburgh 
Da’Ron Payne, dt, Alabama 
Kamryn Pettway, rb. Auburn 
Harrison Phillips, dI, Stanford 
Eddy Pineiro, k, Florida 
Byron Pringle, wr, Kansas State 
Trey Quinn, wr, SMU 
D.J. Reed, cb, Kansas State 
Justin Reid, s, Stanford 
Will Richardson, QT, NC State 
Calvin Ridley, wr, Alabama 
Korey Robertson, wr. Southern Missis- 

’"’fol 


Josh Rosen, qb, UCLA 
Christian Sam, lb, Arizona State 
Bo Scarbrough, tb, Alabama 
Dalton Schultz, te, Stanford 
Tim Settle, dt, Virginia Tech 
Andre Smith, lb. North Carolina 
Roquan Smith, lb, Georgia 
Tre^Quan Smith, wr, UCF 
Van Smith, s, Clemson 
Breeland Speaks, dl, Mississippi 
Equanimeous St. Brown, wr, Notre Dame 
Courtland Sutton, wr, SMU 
Josh Sweat, dl, Florida State 
Auden Tate, wr, Florida State 
Maea Teuhema, g. Southeastern Loui- 

Trenton Thompson, dt, Georgia 

Kevin Toliver, cb, LSU 

Leighton Vander Esch, lb, Boise State 

Vita Vea, dt, Washington 

Mark Walton, rb, Miami 

Denzel Ward, cb, Ohio State 

Toby Weathersby, ot, LSU 

Jordan Whitehead, s, Pittsburgh 

JoJo Wicker, dl, Arizona State 

Jalen Wilkerson, dl, Florida State 

Connor Williams, rb, Texas 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 14, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 


1. Villanova (63) 

2. Virginia (1) 

3. Purdue (1) 

4. Oklahoma 

5. Duke 

6. West Virginia 

7. Wichita St. 

8. Texas Tech 

9. Michigan St. 

10. Kansas 

11. Xavier 

12. Cincinnati 

13. Gonzaga 

14. Arizona 

15. North Carolina 

16. Arizona St. 

17. Auburn 

18. Kentucky 

19. Seton Hall 

20. Clemson 

21. Tennessee 

22. Ohio St. 

23. Michigan 

24. TCU 

25. Miami 


Record Pts Prv 

16-1 1623 1 

16- 1 1527 3 

17- 2 1411 5 

14- 2 1371 9 

15- 2 1319 7 

15-2 1304 2 

15-2 1283 5 

15- 2 1276 8 

16- 3 1062 4 

14-3 1032 12 
16-3 928 10 


15-2 


14 


16-3 829 15 
14-4 723 17 
14-4 666 20 
14-3 639 11 
16-1 523 22 

14- 3 487 21 

15- 3 455 13 
15-2 444 19 

12- 4 358 24 

15-4 276 - 

15-4 223 - 

13- 4 196 16 
13-3 143 18 


Rhode Island 39, Florida St. 25, Nevada 
23, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 19, New Mexico St. 
4, Louisville 2, Florida 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 


_'s college basketball poll, with first- 

place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 14, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Villanova (31) 16-1 798 1 

2. Virginia 16-1 757 3 

3. Purdue (1) 17-2 678 7 

4. Wichita State 15-2 664 5 

5. Duke 15-2 638 6 

6. Oklahoma 14-2 632 9 

7. West Virginia 15-2 624 2 

8. Texas Tech 15-2 607 8 

9. Michigan State 16-3 513 4 

10. Kansas 14-3 501 12 

11. Cincinnati 15-2 446 13 

12. Xavier 16-3 442 10 

13. Gonzaga 16-3 414 14 

14. North Carolina 14-4 298 18 

14. Arizona State 14-3 298 11 

16. Kentucky 14-3 272 20 

17. Arizona 14-4 271 21 

18. Clemson 15-2 242 17 

19. Seton Hall 15-3 239 15 

20. Auburn 16-1 213 24 

21. Tennessee 12-4 187 23 

22. Ohio State 15-4 109 - 

23. Miami 13-3 108 19 

24. Michigan 15-4 107 - 

25. TCU 13-4 103 16 

Others receiving votes: Creighton 77, 

Saint Mary’s 43, Florida State 34, Ne¬ 
vada 23, Notre Dame 18, Rhode Island 16, 
Boise State 7, Florida 5, UCLA 5, Baylor 4, 
Middle Tennessee 2, New Mexico State 2, 
Oklahoma State 2, Louisiana-Lafayette 
1 . 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Binghamton 79, Albany (NY) 66 
Boston College 81, Florida St. 75 
Bucknell63, Colgate 51 
Concordia (N.Y.) 74, Caldwell 71 
Kansas 71, West Virginia 66 
Minnesota 95, Penn St. 84, OT 
New Hampshire 74, Mass.-Lowell 62 
Providence 70, Butler 60 
UMBC 78, Hartford 56 
Vermont 83, Maine 62 
SOUTH 

Barton 72, Southern Wesleyan 43 
Bellarmine 73, S. Indiana 62 
Bethune-Cookman 74, Stetson 62 
Clayton St. 86, Lander 65 
Duke 83, Miami 75 
Elizabeth City St. 76, Norfolk St. 67 
Florida A&M 94, Delaware St. 89, 20T 
Grambling St. 79, Texas Southern 78 
High Point 73, Presbyterian 49 
Jackson St. 79, Prairie View 71 
Kentucky St. 93, Miles 90 
Kentucky Wesleyan 74, Trevecca Naz- 
arene 70 

Longwood 76, Campbell 62 
Mercer 75, Chattanooga 71, OT 
N. Kentucky 70, Cleveland St. 55 
NC A&T 60, Coppin St. 47 
NC Central 77, Morgan St. 63 
Radford 59, Liberty 57, OT 
SC State 66, Md.-Eastern Shore 62 
Savannah St. 91, Howard 90 
Southern U. 78, MVSU 70, OT 
UNC Asheville 83, Charleston Southern 73 
W. Carolina 65, VMI 58 
West Florida 76, Christian Brothers 66 
Winthrop 90, Gardner-Webb 67 
MIDWEST 

Green Bay 99, Milwaukee 92, OT 
Lewis 66, Wis.-Parkside 58 
Marquette 70, DePaul 52 
Michigan 68, Maryland 67 
Minn. Duluth 74, Wis.-Superior 68 
Nebraska 64, Illinois 63 
Oakland 78, UlC 68 
Wright St. 77, Youngstown St. 67 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 71, Alcorn St. 59 
Baylor 76, Oklahoma St. 60 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 1 Villanova at Georgetown 
No. 7 Wichita State vs. SMU 


No. 8 Texas Tech at Texas 
No. 11 Xavier vs. St. John’s 
No. 14 Arizona at California 
No. 16 Arizona State at Stanford 
No. 17 Auburn at Alabama 
No. 19 Seton Hall at Creighton 
No. 21 Tennessee at Missouri 
No. 22 Ohio State at Northwestern 
No. 24 TCU vs. Iowa State 
Thursday’s games 
No. 2 Virginia at Georgia Tech 
No. 13 Gonzaga vs. Saint Mary’s 
No. 23 Michigan at Nebraska 


AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 14, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (32) 15-0 800 1 

2. Louisville 19-0 766 3 

3. Mississippi St. 19-0 729 4 

4. Baylor 15-1 698 5 

5. Notre Dame 

6. Tennessee 

7. Oregon 

8. Ohio St. 

9. Texas 

10. South Carolina 

11. Missouri 

12. Florida St. 

13. UCLA 

14. Maryland 

15. Duke 

16. Texas A&M 

17. West Virginia 

18. Oregon St. 

19. Michigan 


16-2 665 2 


20. I(_.._ 

21. California 

22. Arizona St. 

23. Green Bay 

24. Oklahoma St. 

25. Rutgers 


14-2 540 7 

14- 3 510 9 

15- 2 478 12 

16- 2 445 13 

13- 4 419 14 
15-3 381 11 

14- 4 326 16 

14- 5 272 17 

15- 3 256 15 
13-4 236 22 
15-4 183 23 
15-3 148 18 
13-4 123 24 

13- 5 108 18 

14- 2 99 25 

12-4 96 20 

17- 3 90 21 


Stanford 51, South Florida 39, TCU 13, 
lanova 9, Marquette 7, Syracuse 6, Michi¬ 
gan St. 3, NC State 3, Belmont 2, Kansas 
St 2, Mercer 1, Purdue 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 63, Binghamton 46 
Bryant 81, Sacred Heart 73 
Fairfield 62, St. Peter’s 41 
Fairleigh Dickinson 78, CCSU 49 
Hartford 65, UMBC 54 
LIU Brooklyn 53, Mount St. Mary’s 48 
Maine 64, Vermont 55 
New Hampshire 66, Mass.-Lowell 45 
Niagara 65, Siena 50 
Quinnipiac 73, Rider 66 
St. Francis Brooklyn 80, Wagner 76 
SOUTH 

Barton 72, Southern Wesleyan 43 
Christian Brothers 59, West Florida 51 
Cleveland St. 70, N. Kentucky 65 
Florida A&M 59, Delaware St. 54 
Florida Gulf Coast 93, SC-Upstate 60 
Hampton 50, Old Dominion 42 
Howard 87, Savannah St. 59 
Jackson St. 70, Prairie View 61 
Jacksonville 84, Kennesaw St. 49 
Kentucky St. 59, Miles 37 
Kentucky Wesleyan 70, Trevecca Naz- 
arene 64 

Lander 83, Clayton St. 56 
Lipscomb 73, North Florida 69 
NC A&T 64, Coppin St. 63 
NC Central 60, Morgan St. 57 

S. Indiana 67, Bellarmine 59 
SC State 54, Md.-Eastern Shore 51 
Southern U. 70, MVSU 54 
Stetson 73, NJIT55 
Texas Southern 73, Grambling St. 63 
Vanderbilt 70, Kentucky 55 
Wofford 85, Brevard 46 
Young Harris 80, Augusta 60 
MIDWEST 
Green Bay 60, lUPUl 34 
Lewis 87, Wis.-Parkside 51 
Macalester 64, Martin Luther 50 
Milwaukee 76, UlC 53 
North Central (Minn.) 58, Mount Mary 46 
Roosevelt 76, Alma 50 
Wis.-Superior 86, Finlandia 70 
Wright St. 73, Youngstown St. 50 
SOUTHWEST 

Alcorn St. 80, Ark.-Pine Bluff 77 
UConn 75, Texas 71 

AP Womens’ Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 4 Baylor at Iowa State 
No. 17 West Virginia at No. 24 Okla¬ 
homa State 

Thursday’s games 
No. 1 UConn vs. Tulsa 
No. 2 Louisville at Pittsburgh 
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. No. 6 Tennessee 
No. 10 South Carolina at Vanderbilt 
No. 11 Missouri at Mississippi 
No. 12 Florida State at Wake Forest 
No. 15 Duke at Virginia Tech 
No. 16 Texas A&M at Alabama 
No. 23 Green Bay at Detroit 
No. 25 Rutgers at Penn State 
Friday’s games 

No. 7 Oregon at No. 18 Oregon State 
No. 13 UCLA vs. No. 21 California 
No. 22 Arizona State vs. Utah 
Saturday’s games 
No. 4 Baylor vs. Kansas State 
No. 9 Texas at Texas Tech 
No. 17 West Virginia at Iowa State 
No. 19 Michigan vs. Illinois 
No. 23 Green Bay at Oakland 
No. 24 Oklahoma State at Oklahoma 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK - The 129 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b: Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (3) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of. 
DETROIT (1) - Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 
OAKLAND m 

SEATTLE (6) - Gordon Beckham, inf; 
Jarrod Dyson, of; Carlos Ruiz, c; Danny 
Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b: Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (5) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (7) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; Brian Duensing, Ihp; Jon 
Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; 
Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (6) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b; 
Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) - q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - Erick Aybar, ss; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (10) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Adam Lind, lb; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jay¬ 
son Werth of. 


World rankings 

Through Jan. 14 

1. Dustin Johnson USA 1 

2. Jordan Spieth USA i 

3. Jon Rahm ESP 

4. Justin Thomas USA I 

5. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 

6. Justin Rose ENG 

7. Rickie Fowler USA ^ 

8. Brooks Koepka USA ^ 

9. Henrik Stenson SWE : 

0. Sergio Garcia ESP : 

1. Rory Mcliroy NIR 

2. Marc Leishman AUS : 

3. Jason Day AUS 

4. Paul Casey ENG 

5. Matt Kuchar USA 

6. Pat Perez USA 

7. Tyrrell Hatton ENG 

8. Tommy Fleetwood ENG 

9. AlexNoren SWE 

0. Brian Harman USA : 

1. Rafael Cabrera Bello ESP : 

2. Francesco Molinari ITA 

3. Charley Hoffman USA : 

4. Louis Oosthuizen SAF 

5. Patrick Reed USA : 

6. Xander Schauffele USA : 

7. Kevin Kisner USA : 

8. Branden Grace SAF 

9. Daniel Berger USA : 

0. Matthew Fitzpatrick ENG : 

1. Ross Fisher ENG : 

2. Kevin Chappell USA : 

3. Adam Scott AUS : 

4. Chari Schwartzel SAF : 

5. Patrick Cantlay USA : 

6. Yuta Ikeda JPN : 
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NBA roundup 

Durant lifts Warriors 
past LeBron, Cavaliers 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Andrew McCutchen, the 2013 NL MVP and long the face of the Pirates, was traded 
from Pittsburgh to the San Francisco Giants on Monday. 

Briefly 

Giants add OF McCutchen 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The Giants found 
the outfielder they were looking for this 
winter, acquiring Andrew McCutchen 
from Pittsburgh on Monday to fill a key 
void. 

San Francisco parted with right-hander 
Kyle Crick, minor league outfielder Bryan 
Reynolds and $500,000 in international 
signing bonus allocation. The Pirates also 
sent $2.5 million to the Giants to cover part 
of McCutchen’s $14.75 million salary. 

“It’s no secret that we were looking to 
further add run production to our lineup,” 
said Brian Sabean, Giants executive vice 
president of baseball operations. “Anytime 
you have the opportunity to bring aboard 
someone with such a track record, you 
have to jump on it.” 

The 31-year-old McCutchen, a former NL 
MVP and long the face of the Pirates’ fran¬ 
chise, became the second star jettisoned 
by Pittsburgh in three days. Ace Gerrit 
Cole was traded to Houston on Saturday. 

“Pittsburgh. My Home. My Fans. My 
City,” McCutchen tweeted. “You will 4ever 
be in my heart.” 

McCutchen added: “Now...I’m a Giant! 
Ive always enjoyed watching the success of 
the @SFGiants and I look foward to being 
apart of more this season. Can’t wait to 
meet my new teammates and fans. This is 
just the beginning.” 

Pirates chairman Bob Nutting said the 
trade was “one of the most emotionally ag¬ 
onizing decisions that we have had to make 
in my tenure.” 

“Andrew helped create so many special 
memories both on and off the field for me, 
our organization and our fans. He did so 
while always carrying himself with humil¬ 
ity, dignity and grace,” he said. 

McCutchen, the 2013 NL MVP, may take 
over in center from Denard Span, who 
was traded to the Rays in the Evan Long¬ 
oria deal, or he could slide to an outfield 
corner. 

“Andrew is a dynamic player on the field 
and will be a leader in our clubhouse,” 
manager Bruce Bochy said. 

The durable McCutchen has played at 
least 153 games in each of the past three 
seasons for the Pirates, batting .279 with 
28 home runs and 88 RBIs in 156 games 
in 2017. 

Wilkins returning to Clemson 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Clemson’s heart, 
soul and power on defense is intact next 


season with defensive tackle Christian 
Wilkins’ choice to hold off on the NFL and 
return to the Tigers. 

Wilkins was the last holdout among 
three draft-eligible underclassmen along 
the defensive front — all who were pro¬ 
jected first-round picks in some mock NFL 
drafts — to decide to come back to school. 
On Saturday, defensive ends Clelin Ferrell 
and Austin Bryant announced their inten¬ 
tions to play at Clemson next year. 

Wilkins drew things out a bit longer, 
waiting until a few hours before the NFL 
deadline at midnight Monday to tell coach¬ 
es he’d be back, too. 

Uhlaender earns 4th Olympics 

Katie Uhlaender is going to the Olym¬ 
pics for the fourth time, still looking for her 
first medal. 

That is, unless she’s seeking a second. 

Uhlaender was nominated Monday to 
the US. Olympic skeleton team for the Py- 
eongchang Games, making her the first 
American to be a four-timer in that sport. 
John Daly is headed to the games for a 
third time, 2014 bronze medalist Matt An¬ 
toine is going for a second time and Kend¬ 
all Wesenberg will be making her Olympic 
debut. 

Uhlaender finished fourth at the Sochi 
Games four years ago. The bronze medal¬ 
ist from that competition, Russia’s Elena 
Nikitina, had her medal stripped and her 
eligibilty for future Olympics revoked be¬ 
cause of doping violations. What was Ni¬ 
kitina’s medal will likely be reallocated at 
some point, and that means it would go to 
Uhlaender — but that hasn’t yet happened. 

In other Olympics news: 

■ Olympic great Ole Einar Bjoerndalen 
has failed to make Norway’s biathlon team 
for the Pyeongchang Games, missing out 
on a chance to compete at his seventh 
Olympics. 

With 13 medals, including eight gold, 
Bjoerndalen is the most decorated Winter 
Olympian in history. 

■ Jamaica is sending a women’s bobsled 
team to the Olympics for the first time. 

Jazmine Fenlator-Victorian, who drove 
for the US. at the 2014 Sochi Games, will 
pilot the Jamaican sled in the Pyeongchang 
Olympics next month. It’ll likely be pushed 
by Carrie Russell, a sprinter who helped 
Jamaica win gold in the 4xl00-meter 
relay at the 2013 world track and field 
championships. 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Once the lead swelled 
to 14, Kevin Durant waved both arms like 
a boxing referee stopping a fight. 

Another knockout on the road for these 
Warriors. 

Durant scored 32 points, Stephen Curry 
added 23 and Golden State extended its 
road winning streak to 13 with a 118-108 
Martin Luther King holiday victory Mon¬ 
day night over the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
their struggling NBA Finals foes. 

Durant scored 16 in the third quarter 
for the defending champions, who clamped 
down on defense and pulled away in the 
fourth to remain unbeaten outside Oracle 
Arena since Nov. 22. It’s not that they play 
poorly at home, but Durant said the Dubs 
take a different identity when they travel. 

“At home, we just relax a little bit,” Du¬ 
rant said. “This is who we are when we’re 
on the road.” 

LeBron James scored 32 points and 
Kevin Love 17 for Cleveland, which had its 
home winning streak stopped at 13. Isaiah 
Thomas, getting his first taste of the War- 
riors-Cavaliers rivalry, had 19 points in 32 
minutes — his most in five games as he re¬ 
turns from a hip injury. 

It was Golden State’s second straight win 
over Cleveland, which has dropped eight 
of 10 dating to a loss to the Warriors on 
Christmas Day. The Cavs were down just 
93-91 entering the fourth, but missed 17 
of 19 shots to open the period, and Golden 
State throttled away. 

“It seemed like the rim just got smaller 
and smaller,” James said. “But I like our 
effort. If we continue that going into our 
next few games, then I like where we are.” 

The teams have met in the Finals each of 
the past three years. And while there’s no 
guarantee there will be a fourth matchup, 
at this point only one of them looks pre¬ 
pared in January for June. 

Durant, though, expects the Cavs to im¬ 
prove as they incorporate Thomas. 

“Everyone knows it’s going to take a 
while to get into a comfortable groove 
here,” he said. “It’s a new system, so I 
don’t think this game was any indication of 
what’s going to happen with this team down 
the line. They’ll be much better than they 
are right now — and we all know that.” 

Bucks 104, Wizards 95: Giannis Ante- 
tokounmpo scored 27 points and grabbed 
a career-high 20 rebounds as visiting Mil¬ 
waukee beat Washington for the second 
time in 10 days. 

Antetokounmpo led the Bucks on an 11-0 
run in the final minutes and finished 9-for- 
23 from the field, dribbling out the clock to 
“M-V-P!” chants from Bucks fans in atten¬ 
dance for the annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day matinee in Washington. 

Grizzlies 123, Lakers 114: Dillon 
Brooks matched his season best with 19 
points, and eight players for host Memphis 
finished in double figures. 

Los Angeles was without Lonzo Ball, who 
injured his left knee in Saturday’s overtime 
win at Dallas, and Brandon Ingram also 
didn’t play because of a left ankle sprain. 

Thunder 95, Kings 88: Russell West¬ 
brook had 19 points, 16 rebounds and nine 
assists before being ejected, and host Okla¬ 
homa City rallied from a 15-point first-half 
deficit to beat Sacramento. 

Carmelo Anthony added 20 points, Paul 
George scored 18 and Steven Adams had 
13 points and 13 rebounds for the Thun¬ 
der, who avoided what would have been a 
fourth straight home loss. 



Tony Dejak/AP 


Warriors Draymond Green, right, and 
David West celebrate during the second 
half of Monday’s game against the 
Cavaliers in Cleveland. 

76ers 117, Raptors 111: Joel Em- 
biid had 34 points and 11 rebounds and 
host Philadelphia narrowly avoided blow¬ 
ing another big lead to beat cold-shooting 
Toronto. 

T.J. McConnell added a career-high 18 
points and JJ Redick scored 15 before leav¬ 
ing with a left leg injury for the Sixers. 

Hawks 102, Spurs 99: Dennis Schro¬ 
der scored 26 points, Ersan Ilyasova added 
20 and host Atlanta held off San Antonio in 
the closing seconds. 

LaMarcus Aldridge had 25 points and 11 
rebounds for San Antonio, which dropped 
to 10-14 on the road. 

Bulls 119, Heat 111: Zach LaVine 
scored 18 points in his second game for 
Chicago, Justin Holiday made a career- 
best seven threes and scored 25 points, and 
host Chicago ended Miami’s seven-game 
winning streak. 

LaVine tore an ACL last season with 
Minnesota and was traded in a package for 
Jimmy Butler in the offseason. He scored 
14 points in his Bulls debut Saturday 
against Detroit. 

Knicks 119, Nets 104: Kristaps Porz- 
ingis had 26 points and nine rebounds, 
Michael Beasley added 23 points and 10 
boards, and New York opened its longest 
road trip in nearly 30 years by beating 
Brooklyn. 

The Knicks lost most of a 14-point advan¬ 
tage heading to the fourth. But they opened 
the period with 11 straight points and went 
on to beat the Nets comfortably for the third 
time this season. 

Hornets 118, Pistons 107: Kemba 
Walker scored 17 of his 20 points in the sec¬ 
ond half, and visiting Charlotte pulled away 
in the fourth quarter of a win over Detroit. 

Dwight Howard had 21 points and 17 re¬ 
bounds for the Hornets, who trailed 56-50 
at halftime before dominating the final two 
quarters. 

Pacers 109, Jazz 94: Victor Oladipo 
scored 28 points and visiting Indiana shot 
54 percent from three-point range in a win 
over Utah. 

Oladipo got going late in the second quar¬ 
ter during a 15-2 run that gave Indiana a 
14-point lead. Then his back-to-back buck¬ 
ets early in the third capped a 9-0 surge to 
push the advantage to 67-47. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 34 10 .773 - 

Toronto 29 13 .690 4 

Philadelphia 20 20 .500 12 

New York 20 24 .455 14 

Brooklyn 16 28 .364 18 

Southeast Division 

Miami 25 18 .581 - 

Washington 25 19 .568 'A 

Charlotte 17 25 .405 Vh 

Atlanta 12 31 .279 13 

Orlando 12 31 .279 13 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 26 17 .605 - 

Indiana 24 20 .545 I'h 

Milwaukee 23 20 .535 3 

Detroit 22 20 .524 3'/2 

Chicago 17 27 .386 Wi 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 30 12 .714 - 

San Antonio 29 16 .644 2'/2 

New Orleans 22 20 .524 8 

Dallas 15 29 .341 16 

Memphis 14 28 .333 16 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 29 16 .644 - 

Oklahoma City 24 20 .545 4'/2 

Portland 22 21 .512 6 

Denver 22 21 .512 6 

Utah 17 26 .395 11 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 36 9 .800 - 

LA. Clippers 22 21 .512 13 

Phoenix 16 28 .364 lOVl 

L.A. Lakers 15 28 .349 20 

Sacramento 13 30 .302 22 

Sunday’s games 
Miami 97, Milwaukee 79 
New Orleans 123, New York 118, OT 
Indiana 120, Phoenix 97 
Minnesota 120, Portland 103 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte 118, Detroit 107 
Philadelphia 117, Toronto 111 
Milwaukee 104, Washington 95 
Atlanta 102, San Antonio 99 
New York 119, Brooklyn 104 
Chicago 119, Miami 111 
Memphis 123, L.A. Lakers 114 
Golden State 118, Cleveland 108 
Oklahoma City 95, Sacramento 88 
Indiana 109, Utah 94 
L.A. Clippers 113, Houston 102 
Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Orlando 
New Orleans at Boston 
Dallas at Denver 
Phoenix at Portland 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Charlotte 
Detroit at Toronto 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
San Antonio at Brooklyn 
Golden State at Chicago 
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Milwaukee 
New York at Memphis 
Utah at Sacramento 
Denver at L.A. Clippers 

Monday 

Warriors 118, Cavaliers 108 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-16 10-10 32, 
D.Green 5-14 1-2 11, Bell 2-3 2-2 6, Curry 8- 

15 3-4 23, K.Thompson 7-12 0-0 17, Young 

2- 3 0-0 5, Looney 1-1 3-4 5, West 1-4 2-2 
4, Pachulia 0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 3-5 0-0 6, 
McCaw 0-1 0-0 0, Iguodala 3-11 3-6 9. To¬ 
tals 41-85 24-30 118. 

CLEVELAND - James 12-18 8-13 32, 
Crowder 3-7 0-0 7, Love 5-9 4-5 17, Thom¬ 
as 8-21 2-2 19, Smith 4-8 0-0 8, Osman 
0-0 0-0 0, J.Green 3-9 0-0 6, Frye 1-1 0-0 
3, T.Thompson 1-4 0-0 2, Zizic 0-0 0-0 0, 
Calderon 0-0 1-2 1, Wade 5-14 0-0 10, Kor- 
ver 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 43-94 15-22 108. 
Golden State 35 22 36 25-118 

Cleveland 37 27 27 17-108 

Three-point Goals—Golden State 12- 
32 (Durant 4-6, Curry 4-8, K.Thompson 

3- 6, Young 1-2, McCaw 0-1, Iguodala 
0-4, D.Green 0-5), Cleveland 7-28 (Love 

3- 5, Frye 1-1, Korver 1-3, Crowder 1-4, 
Thomas 1-7, Smith 0-1, Wade 0-2, James 
0-2, J.Green 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Golden State 48 (D.Green 16), 
Cleveland 43 (T.Thompson, James 8). As¬ 
sists—Golden State 33 (D.Green 9), Cleve¬ 
land 26 (James 6). Total Fouls—Golden 
State 23, Cleveland 22. A-20,562 (20,562). 

Bucks 104, Wizards 95 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 9-16 1-4 19, 
Antetokounmpo 9-23 9-15 27, Henson 2-6 
0-0 4, Bledsoe 8-15 4-4 23, Brogdon 5-11 

4- 4 16, Snell 2-3 0-0 6, Maker 2-4 0-0 4, Del- 
lavedova 0-1 0-0 0, Brown 1-2 2-2 5. Totals 
38-81 20-29 104. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 3-8 2-2 8, 
Morris 3-6 0-2 6, Gortat 2-6 0-2 4, Wal I 7-22 
12-13 27, Beal 8-17 2-2 19, Oubre Jr. 5-9 6-7 
19, Scott 2-5 0-0 5, Mahinmi 0-0 0-0 0, Sa- 
toransky 2-3 3-3 7. Totals 32-76 25-31 95. 
Milwaukee 28 25 25 26-104 

Washington 30 21 21 23- 95 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 8- 

16 (Bledsoe 3-5, Snell 2-2, Brogdon 2-5, 
Brown 1-1, Middleton 0-1, Maker 0-2), 
Washington 6-21 (Oubre Jr. 3-5, Scott 1- 
2, Wall 1-3, Beal 1-7, Morris 0-1, Porter Jr. 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 44 (Antetokounmpo 20), Wash¬ 
ington 39 (Gortat 7). Assists—Milwau¬ 
kee 21 (Antetokounmpo 6), Washington 
19 (Wall 9). Total Fouls-Milwaukee 25, 
Washington 22. Technicals—Bledsoe, 
Gortat. A-19,607 (20,356). 


Hornets 118, Pistons 107 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-9 3-7 
11, Williams 7-8 2-3 21, Howard 9-12 3-6 
21, Walker 9-18 1-1 20, Batum 4-13 5-6 14, 
O’Bryant III 3-5 3-4 9, Kaminsky 2-7 0-0 5, 
Carter-Williams 1-2 1-2 4, Graham 1-2 0-0 
2, Lamb 3-8 4-4 11. Totals 43-84 22-33 118. 

DETROIT - Bullock 8-13 0-0 20, Harris 7- 
13 3-4 20, Drummond 1-7 1-2 3, Smith 8-14 

2-2 19, Bradley 6-19 1-2 15, Tolliver 6-7 0-0 
17, Moreland 1-1 0-0 2, Buyeks 3-7 0-0 6, 
Kennard 2-5 1-1 5. Totals 42-86 8-11 107. 
Charlotte 27 23 34 34-118 

Detroit 27 29 24 27-107 

Three-point Goals—Charlotte 10-22 
(Williams 5-6, Carter-Williams 1-1, Lamb 

1- 2, Batum 1-4, Kaminsky 1-4, Walker 1- 
5), Detroit 15-29 (Tolliver 5-6, Bullock 4-8, 
Harris 3-5, Bradley 2-6, Smith 1-2, Ken¬ 
nard 0-1, Buyeks 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds-Charlotte 49 (Howard 17), 
Detroit 38 (Drummond 10). Assists—Char¬ 
lotte 21 (Walker 9), Detroit 27 (Smith 10). 
Total Fouls—Charlotte 11, Detroit 24. Tech¬ 
nicals—Lamb, Detroit coach Pistons (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—17,200 (21,000). 

Clippers 113, Rockets 102 

HOUSTON - Ariza 5-11 3-3 17, Ander¬ 
son 4-9 2-2 12, Capela 6-10 2-3 14, Paul 8- 
17 0-0 19, Gordon 7-21 2-2 19, Green 4-14 

2- 2 11, Tucker 1-4 0-0 2, Black 1-2 1-2 3, 
Mbah a Moute 2-6 1-2 5, Hunter 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 38-94 13-16 102. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Wallace 5-7 1-2 12, 
Griffin 11-22 7-8 29, Reed 1-1 0-0 2, Teo- 
dosic 4-7 0-0 12, L.Williams 12-19 3-4 31, 
W.Johnson 4-8 2-3 11, Dekker 1-2 0-0 2, 
Harrell 4-7 2-3 10, Evans 2-6 0-0 4, Thorn- 
well 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-79 15-20 113. 
Houston 31 25 28 18-102 

L.A. Clippers 30 29 33 21-113 

Three-point Goals—Houston 13-44 
(Ariza 4-8, Gordon 3-9, Paul 3-10, Ander¬ 
son 2-6, Green 1-8, Tucker 0-1, Mbah a 
Moute 0-2), L.A. Clippers 10-25 (Teodosic 

4-6, L.Williams 4-8, Wallace 1-2, W.Johnson 

1-5, Griffin 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Houston 37 (Capela, Tucker 
7), L.A. Clippers 41 (W.Johnson 12). As¬ 
sists—Houston 21 (Paul 7), L.A. Clippers 
30 (L.Williams 9). Total Fouls-Houston 
21, L.A. Clippers 17. Technicals—Green, 
Houston coach Mike D’Antoni (Double), 
Ariza, Griffin 2. Ejected—Ariza, Griffin. 
A-17,622 (19,060). 

Hawks 102, Spurs 99 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 3-6 6-6 13, 
Aldridge 11-21 2-3 25, Gasol 2-6 2-2 6, 
Parker 3-8 0-0 6, Green 4-7 0-0 11, Bertans 

4- 15 0-0 10, Lauvergne 1-2 1-2 3, Forbes 2- 
6 0-0 4, Mills 4-10 4-5 13, Murray 3-5 2-2 
8, Ginobili 0-1 0-0 0, Paul 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
37-87 17-20 99. 

ATLANTA - Prince 1-5 0-0 2, Ilyasova 

9- 15 0-0 20, Plumlee 0-1 0-0 0, Schroder 

10- 20 5-6 26, Bazemore 4-12 1-1 10, Collins 

5- 8 2-2 12, Muscala 0-2 0-0 0, Dedmon 4-8 

3- 3 12, Delaney 1-5 2-2 5, Dorsey 2-4 0-0 5, 
Belinelli 4-6 0-0 10. Totals 40-86 13-14 102. 

San Antonio 23 25 25 26- 99 

Atianta 21 23 28 30-102 

Three-point Goals—San Antonio 8-22 
(Green 3-6, Bertans 2-6, Aldridge 1-2, An¬ 
derson 1-2, Mills 1-4, Forbes 0-1, Gasol 0- 
1), Atlanta 9-25 (Belinelli 2-2, Ilyasova 2-4, 
Dorsey 1-2, Delaney 1-2, Dedmon 1-3, Ba¬ 
zemore 1-4, Schroder 1-4, Collins 0-1, Mus¬ 
cala 0-1, Prince 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 37 (Aldridge 11), 
Atlanta 50 (Dedmon 10). Assists—San 
Antonio 24 (Parker, Gasol 4), Atlanta 24 
(Schroder 7). Total Fouls—San Antonio 
13, Atlanta 23. A-15,806 (19,049). 

Knicks 119, Nets 104 

NEW YORK - Thomas 2-4 0-0 4, Porzin- 
gis 8-14 8-11 26, Kanter 2-4 1-2 5, Jack 2-5 
0-0 4, Lee 4-111-110, Beasley 10-18 2-3 23, 
McDermott 3-8 5-6 13, O’Quinn 4-4 3-6 11, 
Hernangomez 1-1 1-2 3, Burke 1-3 3-4 5, 
Ntilikina 3-6 2-2 10, Baker 2-4 0-0 5. Totals 
42-82 26-37 119. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 6-13 8-9 22, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 5-9 6-7 16, Zeller 2-4 0-0 5, 
Dinwiddle 2-14 4-4 8, Crabbe 1-7 3-3 6, 
Acy 3-9 4-6 13, Okafor 0-1 0-0 0, Allen 1-3 
0-0 2, Doyle 1-2 0-1 2, Stauskas 0-0 0-0 0, 
Harris 3-5 3-4 10, LeVert 8-20 1-2 20. To¬ 
tals 32-87 29-36 104. 

New York 26 26 31 36-119 

Brooklyn 24 18 39 23-104 

Three-point Goals—New York 9-16 
(Porzingis2-3, Ntilikina2-3, McDermottZ- 
4, Beasley 1-1, Lee 1-2, Baker 1-3), Brook¬ 
lyn 11-32 (LeVert 3-5, Acy 3-8, Carroll 2-5, 
Zeller 1-1, Harris 1-2, Crabbe 1-6, Doyle 0- 

I, Dinwiddle 0-4). Fouled Out—Hollis-Jef- 
ferson. Rebounds—New York 51 (Beasley 
10), Brooklyn 45 (Carroll 8). Assists—New 
York 27 (Ntilikina 10), Brooklyn 16 (Din¬ 
widdle 5). Total Fouls—New York 24, 
Brooklyn 23. Technicals—O’Quinn, Brook¬ 
lyn team. A-17,732 (17,732). 

Bulls 119, Heat 111 

MIAMI - Richardson 4-10 0-0 11, 

J. Johnson 3-6 0-4 8, Whiteside 3-7 3-3 9, 
Dragic 7-17 8-9 22, T.Johnson 4-7 1-1 10, 
Winslow 2-3 0-0 4, Olynyk 9-16 2-2 21, 
Adebayo 2-5 2-2 6, Ellington 6-13 3-3 20. 
Totals 40-84 19-24 111. 

CHICAGO - Holiday 8-15 2-2 25, Mark- 
kanen 6-13 2-2 17, Lopez 5-6 0-0 10, Dunn 

3-11 0-0 6, LaVine 7-12 2-3 18, Mirotic 4- 
11 7-7 18, Portis 3-5 1-2 8, Grant 2-5 0-0 
4, Valentine 4-8 4-4 12, Nwaba 0-2 1-2 1. 
Totals 42-88 19-22 119. 

Miami 25 23 24 39-111 

Chicago 32 23 29 35-119 


Three-point Goals—Miami 12-36 (El¬ 
lington 5-11, Richardson 3-7, J.Johnson 2- 
3, T.Johnson 1-3, Olynyk 1-5, Adebayo 0-1, 
Dragic 0-6), Chicago 16-39 (Holiday 7-11, 
Markkanen 3-6, Mirotic 3-10, LaVine 2-4, 
Portis 1-3, Grant 0-1, Dunn 0-1, Valentine 
0-3). Fouled Out—Dragic. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 40 (Whiteside 8), Chicago 45 (Mark¬ 
kanen 9). Assists—Miami 35 (Dragic 9), 
Chicago 27 (Dunn 10). Total Fouls—Miami 
19, Chicago 23. Technicals—Adebayo. A— 
20,546 (20,917). 

Thunder 95, Kings 88 

SACRAMENTO - Temple 3-5 1-2 7, La- 
bissiere 3-10 1-5 7, Cauley-Stein 6-13 3-6 
15, Fox 4-9 3-4 12, Bogdanovic 4-13 2-2 13, 
Jackson 1-5 0-0 3, Koufos 2-6 1-2 5, Papa- 
giannis 0-0 0-0 0, Hill 4-7 0-0 10, Hield 6-15 

4-4 16. Totals 33-83 15-25 88. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-17 3-4 18, 
Anthony 7-19 2-2 20, Adams 5-11 3-12 13, 
Westbrook 8-14 3-7 19, Ferguson 1-2 0-0 
2, Huestis 0-1 0-0 0, Grant 3-8 0-0 6, Pat¬ 
terson 3-5 1-2 10, Felton 1-5 0-0 2, Abrines 

1-4 2-2 5. Totals 36-86 14-29 95. 

Sacramento 24 28 16 20-88 

Oklahoma City 20 26 31 18-95 

Three-point Goals—Sacramento 7-29 
(Bogdanovic 3-7, Hill 2-5, Fox 1-3, Jackson 
1-4, Temple 0-1, Cauley-Stein 0-1, Labis- 
siere 0-3, Hield 0-5), Oklahoma City 9-30 
(Anthony 4-11, Patterson 3-4, Abrines 

1- 4, George 1-5, Huestis 0-1, Grant 0-1, 
Westbrook 0-1, Ferguson 0-1, Felton 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Sac¬ 
ramento 37 (Labissiere, Cauley-Stein 7), 
Oklahoma City 58 (Westbrook 16). As¬ 
sists—Sacramento 22 (Fox 5), Oklahoma 
City 20 (Westbrook 9). Total Fouls-Sac- 
ramento 28, Oklahoma City 19. Techni¬ 
cals—Westbrook 2, Oklahoma City coach 
Billy Donovan. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Pacers 109, Jazz 94 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 3-7 2-3 10, 
T.Young 7-10 0-0 17, Sabonis 6-13 3-3 15, 
Collison 3-5 0-0 6, Oladipo 9-16 5-6 28, An- 
igbogu 0-0 0-0 0, Leaf 1-4 0-0 3, Poythress 
0-0 0-0 0, Jefferson 3-6 0-0 6, J.Young 2-4 
0-0 5, Joseph 5-7 3-3 15, Stephenson 2-5 
0-0 4. Totals 41-77 13-15 109. 

UTAH - Ingles 0-1 0-0 0, Jerebko 3-8 
0-0 8, Favors 8-12 0-1 16, Rubio 1-7 0-0 2, 
Mitchell 8-16 5-5 23, Johnson 2-4 1-1 5, 
O’Neale 2-7 2-3 7, Udoh 3-3 2-4 8, Neto 1-2 

2- 2 5, Hood 6-14 1-1 15, Burks 2-7 0-0 5. 
Totals 36-81 13-17 94. 

Indiana 31 27 27 24-109 

Utah 21 26 18 29- 94 

Three-point Goals—Indiana 14-26 (Ola¬ 
dipo 5-8, T.Young 3-4, Joseph 2-3, Bogda¬ 
novic 2-5, J.Young 1-1, Leaf 1-2, Stephen¬ 
son 0-1, Collison 0-2), Utah 9-33 (Jerebko 

2- 4, Hood 2-6, Mitchell 2-8, Neto 1-2, Burks 
1-4, O’Neale 1-4, Favors 0-1, Rubio 0-1, In¬ 
gles 0-1, Johnson 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Indiana 43 (Jefferson 10), 
Utah 38 (Favors 7). Assists—Indiana 26 
(Collison, Oladipo 6), Utah 11 (Neto 3). 
Total Fouls—Indiana 18, Utah 12. Techni¬ 
cals-Utah coach Jazz (Defensive three 
second), Jerebko. A—18,306 (19,911). 

Grizzlies 123, Lakers 114 

L.A. LAKERS - Caldwell-Pope 8-16 5-5 
27, Randle 2-7 5-5 9, Lopez 2-7 1-3 5, Ennis 

3- 6 0-0 6, Hart 5-10 4-4 16, Ingram 0-0 0-0 
0, Nance Jr. 6-9 3-4 15, Kuzma 6-16 2-2 18, 
Brewer 0-5 1-2 1, Caruso 2-4 0-0 4, Payton 
II 2-3 0-0 4, Clarkson 2-13 5-6 9. Totals 38- 
96 26-31 114. 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 6-8 3-4 19, Green 

4- 8 2-3 11, Gasol 6-14 5-5 17, Evans 7-15 
0-0 15, Harrison 3-7 1-1 8, Ennis III 4-6 4- 
4 13, Martin 4-5 2-4 10, Davis 4-5 2-2 10, 
Chalmers 1-8 4-4 7, Selden 3-6 6-7 13. To¬ 
tals 42-82 29-34 123. 

L.A. Lakers 27 23 27 37-114 

Memphis 34 26 37 26-123 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 12-35 
(Caldwell-Pope 6-10, Kuzma 4-8, Hart 2-6, 
Ennis 0-1, Caruso 0-1, Randle 0-2, Clark¬ 
son 0-2, Brewer 0-2, Lopez 0-3), Memphis 
10-22 (Brooks 4-5, Selden 1-2, Harrison 1- 
2, Green 1-2, Ennis III 1-2, Chalmers 1-3, 
Evans 1-4, Gasol 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 44 (Nance Jr. 11), 
Memphis 48 (Evans, Green 9). Assists— 
L.A. Lakers 25 (Kuzma 5), Memphis 24 
(Evans 12). Total Fouls-L.A. Lakers 23, 
Memphis 26. A-17,794 (18,119). 

76ers 117, Raptors 111 

TORONTO - Anunoby 0-2 0-0 0, Ibaka 

5- 13 0-0 10, Valanciunas 4-5 0-0 8, Lowry 

3-16 6-6 13, DeRozan 8-18 8-9 24, Miles 3- 
10 2-2 10, Siakam 5-8 0-1 11, Poeltl 2-4 3-4 
7, Nogueira 0-0 0-0 0, Wright 7-11 1-2 20, 
VanVIeet 1-8 6-6 8, Powell 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
38-95 26-30 111. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 3-10 4-4 
11, Saric 3-10 4-4 11, Embiid 11-21 11-14 
34, Simmons 5-10 2-4 12, Redick 5-10 3- 
3 15, Booker 2-2 3-3 7, Johnson 2-3 3-4 7, 
McConnell 8-13 1-2 18, Bayless 1-2 0-0 2, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-81 
31-38 117. 

Toronto 23 26 26 36-111 

Philadelphia 32 27 34 24-117 

Three-point Goals—Toronto 9-32 
(Wright 5-6, Miles 2-9, Siakam 1-3, Lowry 

1- 5, Anunoby 0-1, Ibaka 0-2, VanVIeet 0-2, 
DeRozan 0-4), Philadelphia 6-25 (Redick 

2- 6, McConnell 1-3, Covington 1-5, Embiid 
1-5, Saric 1-5, Bayless 0-1). Fouled Out- 
Booker. Rebounds—Toronto 44 (Poeltl 8), 
Philadelphia 48 (Embiid 11). Assists—To¬ 
ronto 20 (DeRozan 5), Philadelphia 22 
(McConnell 8). Total Fouls—Toronto 31, 
Philadelphia 28. Technicals—DeRozan, 
Toronto coach Dwane Casey, VanVIeet, 
Lowry, McConnell, Simmons. Ejected — 
Lowry, Simmons. A—20,637 (21,600). 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Clippers forward Blake Griffin, left, and Rockets forward Trevor Ariza 
have words before both were ejected in the closing seconds on 
Monday in Los Angeles. The Clippers won 113-102. 


Bad blood lingers as 
Clippers top Rockets 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Chris Paul 
came back to Staples Center to 
play against his old team and 
things got heated. 

The final minutes of the game 
were filled with technical fouls, 
ejections, swearing, bumping — 
and that was just the beginning. 

Lou Williams scored 31 points, 
Blake Griffin added 29 before 
his ejection, and the Los Angeles 
Clippers beat Paul and the Hous¬ 
ton Rockets 113-102 on Monday 
night for their fifth win in a row. 

The tempers that flared dur¬ 
ing the fourth quarter carried 
over after the game, when sev¬ 
eral security guards were present 
outside the Houston locker room. 
Citing anonymous NBA sources, 
ESPN reported several Rock¬ 
ets players headed toward the 
Clippers’ locker room, seeking a 
confrontation, but were escorted 
away by security before anything 
got physical. 

Asked about that. Clippers 
coach Doc Rivers would say only 
that his team was in its own locker 
room. 

“Their entire team was not in 
their locker room,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to the Rockets. 

Paul had 19 points, six rebounds 
and seven assists for the Rockets, 
whose three-game winning streak 
ended. 

“It’s always like that when you 
lose, especially when you’re play¬ 
ing against a former team, all the 
emotions that go into it, familiar 
faces and stuff like that,” Paul 
said. “For us, we’ve got to be bet¬ 
ter. Give them the credit, they won 
the game.” 

Things got testy with 3V2 min¬ 
utes to go. Griffin scored under 
the basket and Paul was called for 
a foul. Paul ran over to the referees 
in disbelief. On his way back up 


court, Griffin went out of bounds 
and bumped Rockets coach Mike 
D’Antoni, who became irate and 
cursed in Griffin’s direction. 

“After he said what he said, I 
said the same thing back,” Griffin 
said. 

Asked what he said, D’Antoni 
replied, “You mean after he hit 
me? Just that I didn’t appreci¬ 
ate him. But other than that, it’s 
good.” 

The referees reviewed video 
of the play and confirmed the 
foul on Paul, while also assessing 
double technicals to Griffin and 
D’Antoni. 

“Coach told me he [Griffin] el¬ 
bowed him and I saw him talking 
crazy to Coach. I always got our 
coach’s back,” Paul said. “You 
probably can tell me what I said 
better than I did. Whatever it is. 
I’m sure my mama is going to tell 
me to wash my mouth.” 

Rivers said he didn’t see the 
Griffin-D’Antoni interaction, 
and added, “I don’t think a coach 
should ever get engaged with a 
player personally, but I’ve been 
guilty of it before.” 

The crowd was on its feet with 
1:12 to go after Griffin caught the 
ball near the midcourt sideline 
and slammed it off Eric Gordon’s 
back in order to keep it from going 
out of bounds. Nine seconds later, 
Griffin and Trevor Ariza received 
double technicals after exchang¬ 
ing words, and both were ejected. 

“He asked me if I was still com¬ 
ing to his birthday party and I 
said, ‘Yeah, I’m going to try,”’ 
Griffin said, smiling. 

Griffin high-fived players on 
the Clippers’ bench as he stormed 
off the court, tearing off his jersey 
in the process. 

“I know Blake was upset on the 
last play. He felt like somebody 
tried to do dirty to him,” Rivers 
said. “I’m glad nobody got hurt.” 
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Top 25 roundup 

Duke 

rallies 

quickly 

Associated Press 

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Gary 
Trent Jr. scored a season-high 30 
points and No. 5 Duke needed less 
than three minutes to erase a 13- 
point second-half deficit, scoring 

18 consecutive points to overtake 
No. 25 Miami 83-75 on Monday 
night. 

The Blue Devils scored 15 
points in only six possessions to 
rally, and the comeback included 
a trio of three-pointers by Trent. 
He shot 9-for-14, including 6-for- 

9 from beyond the arc. 

Duke (16-2, 4-2 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) extended its win¬ 
ning streak against ranked teams 
to seven games, including four 
this season. Miami (13-4, 2-3) 
lost at home for the first time this 
season. 

Marvin Bagley III had 13 points 
and 12 rebounds for the Blue 
Devils, who shot 55 percent and 
won despite tying a season high 
with 19 turnovers. They commit¬ 
ted none in the final 10 minutes as 
they rallied. 

Lonnie Walker IV finished with 

19 points for Miami. Dewan Huell 
added 18 points and 13 rebounds. 

No. 10 Kansas 71, No. 6 
West Vii^inia 66: Svi Mykhail- 
iuk scored 17 points, including 
12 over the final seven minutes, 
and the visiting Jayhawks roared 
back from a big deficit to beat the 
Mountaineers. 

Devonte Graham added 16 
points and Udoka Azubuike 
scored 10 for the Jayhawks (15-3, 
5-1 Big 12). 

Kansas has won four straight 
and broke a four-game losing 
streak in Morgantown to West 
Virginia (15-3, 4-2). The Moun¬ 
taineers have lost two straight for 
the first time this season. 

Sagaba Konate had 16 points, 10 
rebounds and five blocked shots 
for West Virginia. But he didn’t 
score over the final seven min¬ 
utes. Esa Ahmad added 15 points 
and Jevon Carter scored 14. 

No. 23 Michigan 68, Maryland 
67: Muhammad-Ali Abdur-Rah- 
kman made two free throws with 
1.2 seconds left, lifting the host 
Wolverines over the Terrapins. 

Kevin Huerter connected on 
a go-ahead three-pointer on the 
previous possession for short- 
handed Maryland. 

Moritz Wagner had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for Michigan 
(16-4, 5-2), and reserve Jordan 
Poole had 11 points. 

The Wolverines went ahead by 

10 with 5:50 to go and yet barely 
did enough to win against a team 
with just eight healthy players on 
scholarship. 

Maryland’s Anthony Cowan 
scored 24 points, Huerter had 12 
on 4-for-ll shooting and Darryl 
Morsell added 10 points. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 44 31 10 3 65 161 112 

Boston 42 24 10 8 56 137 108 

Toronto 45 25 17 3 53 146 131 

Detroit 43 18 18 7 43 117 131 

Florida 43 18 19 6 42 122 141 

Montreal 44 18 20 6 42 115 138 

Ottawa 42 15 18 9 39 117 149 

Buffalo 44 11 24 9 31 99 151 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 45 28 14 3 59 140 127 

Columbus 46 25 18 3 53 124 129 

New Jersey 42 22 12 8 52 133 130 

Pittsburgh 46 24 19 3 51 135 141 

N.Y. Islanders 45 23 18 4 50 158 164 

N.Y. Rangers 44 22 17 5 49 132 129 

Philadelphia 43 20 15 8 48 128 125 

Carolina 45 20 17 8 48 126 140 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 46 26 13 7 59 153 127 

Nashville 42 25 11 6 56 131 114 

St. Louis 46 26 17 3 55 134 122 

Dallas 45 25 17 3 53 136 124 

Minnesota 46 24 17 5 53 133 131 

Colorado 43 24 16 3 51 142 126 

Chicago 45 22 17 6 50 136 123 

Pacific Division 

l/egas 42 29 10 3 61 145 116 

Calgary 45 25 16 4 54 131 125 

Los Angeles 44 24 15 5 53 129 107 

San Jose 42 23 13 6 52 120 112 

Anaheim 45 20 16 9 49 122 125 

Edmonton 46 20 23 3 43 126 147 

Vancouver 45 18 21 6 42 119 147 

Arizona 45 10 28 7 27 105 160 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Detroit 4, Chicago 0 
Calgary 4, Carolina 1 
Pittsburgh 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Vancouver 3, Minnesota 2, OT 
Monday’s games 
Dallas 3, Boston 2, OT 
Colorado 3, Anaheim 1 
San Jose 4, Los Angeles 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Montreal 4, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
St. Louis at Toronto 
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers 
Dallas at Detroit 
Vegas at Nashville 
San Jose at Arizona 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Boston 
Pittsburgh at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at New Jersey 
Dallas at Columbus 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders 
St. Louis at Ottawa 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
Vegas at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Nashville 
San Jose at Colorado 
Pittsburgh at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Stars 3, Bruins 2 (OT) 

Dallas 0 2 0 1-3 

Boston 011 0-2 

Second Period—1, Dallas, Johns 5 
(Ritchie, Elie), 3:49. 2, Dallas, Radulov 17 
(Benn), 8:15. 3, Boston, Chara 4 (Nash, 
McAvoy), 16:28. 

Third Period—4, Boston, Spooner 5 
(Grzelcyk, Krejci), 11:21. 

Overtime—5, Dallas, Seguin 22 (Kling- 
berg, Benn), 2:59. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 12-10-8-2-32. 
Boston 10-13-9-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 0 of 
!; Boston 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Dallas, Lehtonen 6-5-1 (32 
shots-30 saves). Boston, Khudobin 9-2-4 
(32-29). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:42. 


Avalanche 3, Ducks 1 

_ 0 1 0-1 

Colorado 1 2 0—3 

First Period—1, Colorado, Nieto 8 (Co- 
meau, Soderberg), 9:16. 

Second Period—2, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 20 (Landeskog), 9:39. 3, Anaheim, 
Wagner 5 (Brown, Manson), 12:55. 4, 

Colorado, Wilson 4 (Johnson, Kerfoot), 

19:40 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Anaheim 12-14-8-34. 
Colorado 9-17-3—29. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 2; Colorado 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Miller 5-2-4 (29 
shots-26 saves). Colorado, Bernier 11-7- 
1 (34-33). 

A-16,090 (18,007). T-2:19. 

Sharks 4, Kings 1 

San Jose 1 1 2—4 

Los Angeles 0 0 1—1 

First Period—1, San Jose, Tierney 11 
(Donskoi, DeMelo), 4:38. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Goodrow 
3 (Dillon, DeMelo), 8:52. 

Third Period—3, San Jose, Boedker 4 
(Tierney, Donskoi), 9:11. 4, Los Angeles, 
Lewis 11 (Kempe, Gaborik), 12:42. 5, San 
Jose, Thornton 10 (Braun, Vlasic), 19:40. 

Shots on Goai-San Jose 13-15-5-33. 
Los Angeles 6-13-17-36. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 1; Los Angeles 0 of 1. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 14-10-4 (36 
shots-35 saves). Los Angeles, Kuemper 
5-1-3 (32-29). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:23. 

Islanders 5, Canadiens 4 (OT) 

N.Y. Islanders 2 2 0 1-5 

Montreal 2 11 0-4 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Beauvil- 
lier 8 (Barzal), 1:24. 2, N.Y. Islanders, Bar- 
zal 16 (Eberle), 6:29. 3, Montreal, Deslau- 
riers 6 (Jerabek), 8:01. 4, Montreal, Byron 
12 (Schlemko), 12:10. 

Second Period—5, N.Y. Islanders, 
Pelech 1 (Eberle, Barzal), 2:37. 6, N.Y. 
Islanders, Tavares 23, 5:36 (sh). 7, Mon¬ 
treal, Drouin 6 (Galchenyuk, Jerabek), 
19:16. 

Third Period—8 , Montreal, Pacioretty 
12 (Galchenyuk, Retry), 13:01 (pp). 

Overtime—9, N.Y. Islanders, Tavares 
24 (Hickey), 1:51. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 7-6-7- 
4-24. Montreal 13-22-19-2-56. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 2; Montreal 1 of 4. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 10-6-2 
(56 shots-52 saves). Montreal, Price 13- 
14-4 (24-19). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:46. 

Scoring ieaders 

Through Monday, Jan. 15 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 44 27 33 60 

John Tavares, NYI 45 24 30 54 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 43 20 34 54 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 45 15 39 54 

Claude Giroux, PHI 43 14 40 54 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 46 14 39 53 

Jakub Voracek, PHI 43 8 45 53 

Phil Kessel, PIT 46 20 32 52 

Steven Stamkos, TB 44 17 35 52 

Connor McDavid, EDM 46 15 37 52 

Josh Bailey, NYI 42 12 38 50 

Alex Ovechkin, WAS 45 28 21 49 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 46 17 30 47 

Mathew Barzal, NYI 45 16 31 47 

Evgeni Malkin, PIT 42 19 27 46 

3 tied with 45 pts. 

Caiendar 

Jan. 27-28 — All-Star weekend, Tampa, 
Fla. 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 

April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 



Steven Senne/AP 


Bruins goaltender Anton Khudobin, center left, falls to the ice as 
Dallas Stars center Tyler Seguin scores the game-winning goal 
during overtime Monday Boston. The Stars won 3-2. 



Graham Hughes, The Canadian Press/AP 


New \brk Islanders center John Tavares, left, celebrates after 
scoring against Canadiens goaltender Carey Price during the 
overtime period of Monday’s game in Montreal. 

NHL roundup 


Islanders down 
Canadiens in OT 


Associated Press 

MONTREAL — John Tava¬ 
res scored his second goal of the 
game 1:51 into overtime to lift the 
New York Islanders to a 5-4 win 
over the Montreal Canadiens on 
Monday night. 

Mathew Barzal, coming off 
his second five-point game of the 
season, had a goal and two assists 
to keep up his scoring binge for 
New York. Anthony Beauvillier 
and Adam Pelech also scored to 
help the Islanders win their third 
straight after a season-high five- 
game losing streak, and Thomas 
Greiss finished with a career- 
high 52 saves. 

Trailing 4-2, Drouin banged in 
a rebound of Jakub Jerabek’s shot 
with 44 seconds left in the sec¬ 
ond for his first goal in 14 games 
since Nov. 29. Pacioretty tied it 
on a power play as he tipped in 
Jeff Petry’s point shot with just 
under 7 minutes remaining in 
regulation. 

Sharks 4, Kings 1: Chris Tier¬ 
ney had a goal and an assist, and 
Martin Jones made 35 saves and 
visiting San Jose beat Los Ange¬ 
les for the third straight time. 

Barclay Goodrow and Mik- 
kel Boedker ended lengthy goal 
droughts for the Sharks, who built 
a three-goal lead during another 
strong game by Jones against his 
former Kings teammates. 

Dylan DeMelo returned from a 
three-game injury absence with 
two assists for his second career 
multipoint game. Joonas Dons¬ 
koi also had two assists, and Joe 
Thornton added an empty-net 
goal. 


Trevor Lewis ended Jones’ 
shutout bid with 7:18 to play, 
but the Kings lost their fourth 
straight. 

Avalanche 3, Ducks 1: Nathan 
MacKinnon kept up his torrid 
home scoring with a goal, Jona¬ 
than Bernier stopped 33 shots 
and Colorado won its seventh 
straight. 

Matt Nieto and Colin Wilson 
also scored for the Avalanche, 
who are outscoring opponents 29- 
10 during their longest winning 
streak since the 2005-06 season. 

MacKinnon leads the league in 
scoring on home ice this season 
with 41 points (15 goals and 26 
assists) in 24 games. 

Chris Wagner had a goal in the 
second period for Anaheim. It 
was his first goal since Nov. 27. 

Stars 3, Bruins 2 (OT): For¬ 
mer Boston first-round draft pick 
Tyler Seguin scored on a delayed 
penalty in overtime to lift visiting 
Dallas. 

Boston rallied from a 2-0 defi¬ 
cit to send the game into overtime 
and earn a point for the 13th con¬ 
secutive game. But with about 
three minutes left in the 3-on-3 
overtime, the referee signaled for 
a penalty. 

The Stars pulled goalie Kari 
Lehtonen for an extra skater and 
spent the next minute holding the 
puck, knowing they could main¬ 
tain a 4-on-3 advantage the rest 
of the way. With 2:01 showing on 
the clock, Seguin skated across 
the middle and beat Anton Khu¬ 
dobin with the game-winner. 

Stephen Johns and Alexander 
Radulov also scored for Dallas, 
and Lehtonen stopped 30 shots. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Scoreboard 

i: .. sai 


Tuesday 

at Melbourne Park 
Men’s Singles 
First Round 

Denis Kudia, United States, def. Steve 
Johnson, US, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Vaclav 
Safranek, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3,6-3. 

Adrian Mannarino (26), France, def. 
Matteo Berrettini, Italy, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4. 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Rober¬ 
to Bautista-Agut (20), Spain, 6-1, 7-5, 7-5. 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, def. 
Cedrik-Marcel Stebe, Germany, 6-0, 6-3, 

6- 4. 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Jeremy Chardy, France, 6-4, 7-6 (2), 6-2. 

Stan Wawrinka (9), Switzerland, def. 
Richard Berankis, Lithuania, 6-3, 6-4, 2-6, 

7- 6 (2). 

Novak Djokovic (14), Serbia, def. Don¬ 
ald Young, United States, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Jaume An¬ 
toni Munar Clar, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Tim Smyczek, US def. Alexei Popyrin, 
Australia, 6-3, 6-7 (14), 6-3, 6-3. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas (21), Spain, def. 
Jared Donaldson, US, 6-2, 6-3,6-4. 

Flyeon Chung, Republic of Korea, def. 
MIscha Zverev (32), Germany, 6-2,4-1. 

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-3, 
6-1. 

Alexander Zverev (4), Germany, def. 
Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, 6-1, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

David Goffin (7), Belgium, def. Matthias 
Bachinger, Germany, 6-7 (3), 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Taro 
Daniel, Japan, 6-7 (6), 7-6 (0), 6-4, 6-1. 

Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, def. Florian 
Mayer, Germany, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4. 

Fabio Fognini (25), Italy, def. Horacio 
Zeballos, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4, 7-5. 

Sam Querrey (13), United States, def. 
Feliciano Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Radu 
Albot, Moldova, 6-2, 6-3, 4-6, 7-5. 

Nicolas Kicker, Argentina, def. Jordan 
Thompson, Australia, 6-3, 6-1, 4-6, 3-6, 6-3. 

Lukas Lacko, Slovakia, def. Milos Raon- 
ic (22), Canada, 6-7 (5), 7-5, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 6-3, 7-5, 6-7 (6), 7-5. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Soon Woo Kwon, Republic of Korea, 6-1, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Women 
Singles 
First Round 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Des- 
tanee Aiava, Australia, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, def. 
Oceane Dodin, France, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Kristina Ku- 
cova, Slovakia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Elena Vesnina (16), Russia, def. 0ns 
Jabeur, Tunisia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Johanna Konta (9), Britain, def. Madi¬ 
son Brengle, United States, 6-3,6-1. 

Bernarda Pera, United States, def. 
Anna Blinkova, Russia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Lara Arruabarrena-Vecino, Spain, def. 
Richel Hogenkamp, Neth., 6-1, 6-2. 

Barbora Strycova (20), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Kristie Haerim Ahn, US, 6-1, 7-5. 

Lucie Safarova (29), Czech Republic, 
def. AjTa Tomlj’anovic, Australia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Zarina 
Diyas, Kazakhstan, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. Li- 
zette Cabrera, Australia, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Karolina Pliskova (6), C. Republic, def. 
Veronica Cepede Royg, Paraguay, 6-3,6-4. 

Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, def. Natalia 
Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Angelique Kerber (21), Germany, def. 
Anna-Lena Friedsam, Germany, 6-0, 6-4. 

Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Nao Hibino, 
Japan, 7-5, 6-3. 

Maria Sharapova, Russia, def. Tatj'ana 
Maria, Germany, 6-1, 6-4. 

Anastasija Sevastova (14), Latvia, def. 
Varvara Lepchenko, US, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, def. 
Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Madison Keys (17), United States, def. 
Qiang Wang, China, 6-1, 7-5. 

Mirj’ana Lucic-Baroni (28), Croatia, def. 
Shelby Rogers, US 7-6 (6), 5-7, 6-2. 

Allaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Christina McHale, US, 6-3, 6-2. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Kurumi Nara, Japan, 7-5, 6-4. 

Caroline Garcia (8), France, def. Carina 
Witthoeft, Germany, 7-5, 6-3. 


Sharapova returns with a victory 



Vincent Thian/AP 


Maria Sharapova serves to Tatjana Maria during their match in the first round of the Australian Open on 
Tuesday in Melbourne, Australia. Sharapova won 6-1, 6-4. 


By John Pye 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — It 
wasn’t Maria Sharapova’s choice 
to miss the last Australian Open. 
That decision was taken out of her 
hands because of a doping ban 
following a failed test on her pre¬ 
vious visit to Melbourne Park. 

The five-time m^or champion 
said it was her choice to return, 
though, and she relished every 
moment of it in Tuesday’s 6-1,6-4 
victory over Tatjana Maria. 

“With that choice I know that I 
face difficulties and challenges on 
the court, and that I start from no 
ranking and that I might start on 
some outside courts, and I under¬ 
stand that and that’s part of the 
process,” said Sharapova, who 
was a contentious choice to repre¬ 
sent the women’s champions last 
week at the official draw. 

She was banned for 15 months 
after testing positive for meldoni- 
um, not long after the medication 
was added to the list of banned 
substances, when she was in Aus¬ 
tralia in 2016. 

She returned in April and, be¬ 
cause of her slide down the rank¬ 
ings, needed some wild-card 
entries to enter tournaments. She 
made her return to the majors at 
the US. Open, and finished the 
year ranked No. 60. 

“I learned what it feels like to 
be on the ground and seeing life 
from the ground, and I’m not shy¬ 
ing away from any part of that,” 
she said. “I love what I do. I’m a 
competitor and that’s why I con¬ 
tinue to do it.” 

There were all kinds of come¬ 
backs on Tuesday. Six-time Aus¬ 
tralian Open champion Novak 
Djokovic and 2014 winner Stan 
Wawrinka returned from inju¬ 
ries that had sidelined them since 
Wimbledon, top-ranked Simona 
Halep recovered from 5-2 down 
in her first set and a tumble in 
the second, and 2016 champion 
Angelique Kerber continued her 
amazing return to form. 

Defending champion Roger 
Federer just picked up where he 
left off, beating Aljaz Bedene 6-3, 
6-4, 6-3 in a night match, his first 
on Rod Laver Arena since clinch¬ 
ing a career-reviving title in Mel¬ 
bourne last year. 

The 19-time mqjor champion 
has been met on court after pre¬ 


vious wins by tennis greats Laver, 
John McEnroe and Jim Courier. 

On Tuesday night, he got some¬ 
thing different. Comedian Will 
Ferrell stepped out of the crowd 
and, slipping into character as 
Ron Burgundy, conducted the 
post-match interview. 

As usual, the 36-year-old Fe¬ 
derer stayed classy. 

Djokovic tweaked his service 
motion while recovering from an 
injured right elbow, and used it to 
good effect in a 6-1, 6-2, 6-4 win 
over Donald Young. 

Djokovic lost in the second 
round last year, but won five of 
the previous six Australian Open 
titles. This time, he has four-time 
champion Andre Agassi in his 
corner. 

“Obviously I wanted to start with 
the right intensity, which I have,” 
Djokovic said. “I played perfect 
tennis, like I never stopped.” 

Wawrinka, who had six months 
out after surgery on his left knee, 
beat Ricardas Berankis 6-3, 6-4, 
2-6, 7-6 (2). 

Fourth-seeded Alexander 
Zverev, No. 5 Dominic Thiem, No. 
7 David Goffin, No. 12 Juan Mar¬ 


tin del Potro and No. 19 Tomas 
Berdych all advanced, but No. 
20 Roberto Bautista Agut lost to 
Fernando Verdasco and former 
Wimbledon finalist Milos Raonic 
lost to Lukas Lacko. 

No. 13 Sam Querrey restored 
some order for the US. men with 
a 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 win over Feliciano 
Lopez. 

Madison Keys reversed a trend, 
becoming the only one of the four 
American women who contested 
the US. Open semifinals four 
months ago to reach the second 
round in Australia. 

The 17th-seeded Keys, the US. 
Open runner-up, advanced with 
a 6-1, 7-5 win over Wang Qiang 
and will be one of four American 
women who made it through the 
opening two days. 

Halep ended a run of back- 
to-back first-round exits in 
Melbourne by beating teenage 
wild-card entry Destanee Aiava 
7-6 (5), 6-1, setting up a match 
against 2014 Wimbledon finalist 
Eugenie Bouchard. 

Former No. 1-ranked Kerber, 
the 2016 Australian Open cham¬ 
pion, continued her resurgent run 


with a 6-0, 6-4 victory over Anna- 
Lena Friedsam to extend her 
streak to 10 consecutive wins. 

Wimbledon champion Garbine 
Muguruza, No. 6 Karolina Plis¬ 
kova, No. 8 Caroline Garcia, No. 
9 Johanna Konta, No. 16 Elena 
Vesnina, No. 18 Ash Barty, No. 
26 Agnieszka Radwanska and 
No. 28 Mirjana Lucic-Baroni also 
advanced. 

Two-time Wimbledon champi¬ 
on Petra Kvitova lost 6-3, 4-6,10- 
8 to Andrea Petkovic. She missed 
the Australian Open last year 
while recovering from a knife 
attack that easily could have de¬ 
railed her career. 

Sharapova’s long absence from 
the tour means she isn’t seeded 
in Melbourne, but that doesn’t 
bother her. 

“It’s been a couple of years since 
I’ve been back here — obviously 
I wanted to enjoy the moment,” 
Sharapova said after closing her 
win over Maria with an ace, then 
blowing kisses to the crowd. 

Sharapova will next play 14th- 
seeded Anastasija Sevastova, who 
beat her at last year’s U.S. Open. 


Djokovic: Players met, but no boycott discussed 


By Justin Bergman 
Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — Novak 
Djokovic has rejected reports that leading 
men could potentially boycott future Grand 
Slams over prize money, though he did con¬ 
firm that players held an hour-long private 
meeting on the eve of the Australian Open 
to discuss issues pertinent to the ATP Tour. 

Djokovic, who is president of the ATP 
Player Council, didn’t specify what issues 
were raised at the meeting, but said media 
reports stating that he proposed forming a 
tennis players’ union to push for a greater 
share of revenue generated by tournaments 


were exaggerated or largely incorrect. 

“I saw that you’ve portrayed me as 
someone who is very greedy, asks for more 
money and wants to boycott,” Djokovic told 
a news conference following his first-round 
win over Donald Young on Tuesday. “What 
happened is that we, players, just wanted 
to have us players talk about certain topics. 
I don’t think there is anything unhealthy 
about that.” 

Most other players declined to talk about 
what was discussed at the meeting, though 
Kevin Anderson, the player council vice 
president, told British media on Monday 
that the topic of prize money was raised. 

No. 4-ranked Alexander Zverev said 


Djokovic did most of the talking at the 
meeting, which was attended by all of the 
top male players at the season’s first mqjor. 

“I don’t really have a position (on the 
subject) because that was the first time it 
was mentioned,” he said. “Everybody lis¬ 
tened to it. That’s about it.” 

According to the Daily Mail newspa¬ 
per, which first reported the meeting on 
Monday, Djokovic was said to have asked 
all non-players to leave the room and then 
gave a lengthy speech about forming a 
players’ union, accompanied by a lawyer. 

On Tuesday, however, Djokovic denied 
that any lawyer was present or that he 
raised other issues related to equal prize 


money for men and women or the prospect 
of boycotting future Grand Slams if player 
demands weren’t met. 

“I know that you guys are trying to take 
this forward several steps,” said Djokovic, 
who was returning from six months on the 
sidelines with a right elbow injury. “Obvi¬ 
ously you’re talking about union, you’re 
talking about boycott, you’re talking about 
radical decisions to make... so we can get fi¬ 
nancial compensations the way we deserve 
it. But there was no talks about that.” 

Total prize money for the Australian 
Open reached 55 million Australian dol¬ 
lars ($42 million) this year, a 10 percent 
increase over 2017. 
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GYMNASTICS/NFL 


Kick or not, extra point 
makes difference in Vegas 



Matthew Dae Smith, Lansing State Journal/AP 


Former family friend to the Nassars and babysitter for the Nassar 
children Kyle Stevens, right, addresses Larry Nassar on Tuesday, 
during the first day of the victim impact statements. Nassar is the 
former U.S. gymnastics team doctor who pleaded guilty to molesting 
girls at his Michigan State office, home, and gymnastics club. 

Victims confront 
Nassar in court 

Ex-USA gymnastics doctor hears 
statements from girls he abused 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Vikings wide receiver Stefon Diggs, left, and wide receiver Laquon 
Treadwell celebrate following Minnesota’s 29-24 win over the New 
Orleans Saints on Sunday. 


By David Eggert 
Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. — One of the 
dozens of victims expected to 
testify at the sentencing hearing 
of a disgraced former Michigan 
sports doctor on Tuesday de¬ 
scribed the sexual abuse Larry 
Nassar inflicted on her as a child 
and warned him that “little girls 
don’t stay little forever.” 

Kyle Stephens was the first of 
nearly 100 women and girls who 
will be allowed to speak or will 
have their statements read by 
others during the extraordinary 
four-day hearing in Lansing, 
Mich. Nassar pleaded guilty to 
molesting females with his hands 
at his Michigan State University 
office, his home and a Lansing- 
area gymnastics club. He also 
worked for Indianapolis-based 
USA Gymnastics, which trains 
Olympians. 

“I testified to let the world 
know that you are a repulsive 
liar,” Stephens said to Nassar, 
54, who bowed his head with his 
eyes closed as she and others 
spoke. She said Nassar repeat¬ 
edly abused her from age 6 until 
age 12 during family visits to his 
home in Holt, near Lansing. She 
said he rubbed his genitals on 
her and digitally penetrated her, 
among other things. She said 
Nassar later denied it, and her 
parents believed him. 

“Perhaps you have figured it 
out by now, but little girls don’t 
stay little forever,” Stephens said. 
“They grow into strong women 
that... destroy your world.” 

Another statement came from 
Donna Markham, who told of how 
her daughter Chelsea committed 


suicide in 2009, years after Nas¬ 
sar sexually abused her during a 
medical examination. 

“It all started with him,” she 
said, describing her daughter’s 
downward spiral into drugs. 

Ingham County Circuit Judge 
Rosemarie Aquilina is expected 
to order a sentence Friday. 

The Michigan attorney gen¬ 
eral’s office is seeking 40 to 125 
years in prison for the 54-year- 
old Nassar. The maximum rep¬ 
resents a year for each of the 125 
girls and women who filed reports 
of abuse with campus police. He 
already has been sentenced to 60 
years in federal prison for child 
pornography crimes. 

Olympic gold medalist Sim¬ 
one Biles on Monday said she 
was among the athletes sexually 
abused by Nassar. Another gold 
medalist, Aly Raisman, tweeted 
Monday that she would not attend 
the sentencing “because it is too 
traumatic for me. My impact let¬ 
ter will be read in court in front of 
Nassar. I support the brave survi¬ 
vors. We are all in this together.” 

Olympians McKayla Maroney 
and Gabby Douglas also have 
said they were among Nassar’s 
victims as teens. 

In November, he admitted to 
digitally penetrating 10 girls, 
mostly under the guise of treat¬ 
ment, between 1998 and 2015. As 
part of plea deals in two adjacent 
Michigan counties, he said his 
conduct had no legitimate medi¬ 
cal purpose and that he did not 
have the girls’ consent. 

Nassar is scheduled to be sen¬ 
tenced in Eaton County in two 
weeks. 


By Tim Dahlberg 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The clock had 
ticked down to zero, and Minne¬ 
sota fans were already deep into 
a celebration like no other. 

In this city’s legal sports books, 
though, the outcome was still in 
doubt. 

An extra point that wasn’t 
needed had to be attempted any¬ 
way. New Orleans players had to 
be brought back from the locker 
room to make a token effort to de¬ 
fend it. 

In the minutes it took for the Vi¬ 
kings to finally line up and take a 
knee, many bettors who wagered 
on the point spread didn’t know 
whether to stand in line to cash 
their tickets or tear them up and 
toss them in the garbage. 

“Millions and millions of dol¬ 
lars exchanged hands when they 
kneeled down at goal line,” said 
Jimmy Vaccaro, oddsmaker at 
the South Point hotel. 

One of the most unimaginable 
endings in a playoff game made 
for some dicey moments in sports 
books around Las Vegas. While 
bettors on the money line either 
cursed or celebrated the final 
touchdown play, those who bet the 
point spread weren’t sure wheth¬ 
er they were winners or losers. 

If the Vikings had kicked the 
extra point, those who took the 
Saints at plus SVi points would go 
from winners to losers. Those who 
had the Vikings minus the points 
would swap places with them. 

Just another playoff Sunday in 
a world where it’s not so much 
who wins, but which team covers 
the spread. 

“When that play took place, the 
ones that knew they won were 
headed to the cashing line,” said 
Jay Kornegay of the Westgate Las 
Vegas sports book. “Then the re¬ 
ality of the extra point came into 
play and everybody started talk- 

Underdogs: 

FROM BACK PAGE 

“Since that point, no one has 
given us a chance,” Pederson said. 
“Nobody has given us a chance. 
And I understand, Carson’s a 
great player, but every week, our 
guys are hearing the same thing; 
that now we are all of a sudden 
not good enough. We’re 13-3 and 
have the best record in football, 
we’ve got home-field advantage 
throughout. 

“The guys are going to motivate 
themselves just based on what 
they have done and heard for the 
last month of football. 

“Listen, it really doesn’t matter 
what you guys talk about because 
that locker room in there is united 
and I’ll go to bat for every one of 
those guys and I’ll go to war with 
every one of those guys in that 
dressing room.” 

The Eagles were on the oppo¬ 
site side the previous time they 
played for a trip to the Super 
Bowl nine years ago. They were 


ing about what they were going to 
do.” 

The game capped a weekend 
that for the most part was spec¬ 
tacular for sports books, which 
won big on Jacksonville’s, win 
over Pittsburgh and also cashed 
in on Philadelphia’s home under¬ 
dog win over Atlanta. 

Though many books lost money 
on the Vikings game, they would 
have been even worse off with¬ 
out the final touchdown because 
so much money was bet on the 
Saints to win straight up on the 
money line. 

“We did really well overall,” 
said Nick Bogdanovich of the 
William Hill chain. “We just mur¬ 
dered those two games, Jackson¬ 
ville and Philly.” 

Things would have been even 
better had Tennessee not scored 
a meaningless touchdown in the 
final seconds that pushed the 
game against New England past 
the over/under and rewarded bet- 



NFC championship 

Minnesota Vikings (14-3) 
at Philadelphia Eagles (14-3) 

AFN-Sports 

12:30 a.m. Monday GET 
8:30 a.m. Monday JKT 


4-point road favorites in the con¬ 
ference championship game at 
Arizona, but Kurt Warner and 
Larry Fitzgerald led the Cardi¬ 
nals to a 32-25 comeback win. 

Since 2000, the home team has 
been an underdog four times in 
the NFC title game. The under¬ 
dog Giants beat the Vikings in 
January 2000 and the Cardinals 
beat the Eagles in January 2009. 


tors who tend to favor the over in 
most games. 

“In our world all those games 
came down to the last second,” 
Kornegay said. “Even in the one 
blowout the total was hinging on 
the last drive by the Titans.” 

Oddsmakers said they had 
packed houses for both games, 
thanks to a strong economy and 
the exploding popularity of sports 
betting. Wagering on the NFL is 
up again this year, and most book¬ 
ies say they expect a record Super 
Bowl handle, no matter which 
teams make it to the big game. 

At the South Point, Vaccaro 
said he judged the crowd by the 
line at the hot dog cart, which was 
25 long most of the weekend. 

“All I can tell you is the handle 
is through the roof,” Vaccaro 
said. “We did as much on the two 
games each day as we do on a full 
plate of NFL on a regular season 
Sunday. It’s incredible to see.” 


The Bears lost to the Packers in 
Chicago in January 2010 and the 
Falcons lost to the 49ers in Atlan¬ 
ta in January 2012. 

“I’m glad they’re not in charge 
of my finances,” tight end Zach 
Ertz said of prognosticators. “It 
feels like all of those guys that pick 
the games are typically wrong. 
Same with the guys that usually 
do the draft stuff, the mock draft, 
kind of the same thing. All these 
guys that think they know every¬ 
thing typically don’t.” 

The Eagles are using critics for 
extra motivation as they pursue 
the franchise’s first Super Bowl 
title and first NFL championship 
since 1960. 

“Just keep on disrespecting 
and we’re going to keep proving 
people wrong,” receiver Alshon 
Jeffery said. “We just believe in 
one another, we don’t care what 
anybody else says. We’re just 
going to keep believing in one an¬ 
other and just keep fighting.” 


‘No one has given us a chance’ 
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Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown, left, is tackled after making 
a catch by Jacksonville Jaguars comerback Jalen Ramsey during the 
first half of Sunday’s AFC divisional playoff in Pittsburgh. After the 
Jaguars’ 45-42 victory, Ramsey told fans the Jaguars are going to 
the Super Bowl and we are going to win that (expletive).” 


Ramsey tells fans Jags 
are going to Super Bowl 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — All- 
Pro comerback Jalen Ramsey 
did pretty much the same thing 
that upset his Jacksonville Jag¬ 
uars teammates last week. 

He started looking ahead. 

Ramsey told thousands of fans 
awaiting the team’s return from 
Pittsburgh late Sunday that the 
Jaguars “are going to the Super 
Bowl and we are going to win that 
(expletive).” 

Jacksonville (12-6), of course, 
has the AFC championship game 
at New England remaining before 
even getting to the Super Bowl. 
The small-market franchise is 
winless in seven games in Fox- 
borough, Mass., and 1-10 all-time 
against the Patriots (14-3). 

Ramsey’s comments surely 
will find their way north. 

“You come back and you’ve got 
all the fans here and things of 
that nature,” Jaguars coach Doug 
Marrone said. 

“Obviously that’s something 
that everybody, they want to do 
when you get close. Whether you 
have to say it or not? The one thing 
I do know is the road to it always 
leads through New England. 



AFC championship 

Jacksonville Jaguars (12-6) 
at New England Patriots (14-3) 

AFN-Sports 
9 p.m. Sunday GET 
5 a.m. Monday JKT 


“Our focus isn’t on anything 
else but the New England Patri¬ 
ots. It will be a great challenge for 
us, obviously.” 

The Jags took exception to the 
Steelers talking about facing the 
Patriots instead of them, and used 
it as motivation in a 45-42 victory 
Sunday. 

Nonetheless, they stood behind 
their outspoken and ultra-talent¬ 
ed defender. 

“To me, it’s just a man that has 
confidence in his team,” defensive 
tackle Abry Jones said. “What’s 
he going to say? He knows what 
we’re going up there to do. It’s not 
like he ain’t saying nothing that’s 


not true.” 

Fellow defensive tackle Malik 
Jackson said the difference be¬ 
tween Ramsey’s remarks and 
comments from Steelers coach 
Mike Tomlin, running back 
Le’Veon Bell and safety Mike 
Mitchell is the timing. 

“We’re so close that I think it’s 
OK to say, ‘Hey, we’re going to do 
this,”’ Jackson said. “It’s one of 
those things that I think he be¬ 
lieves in himself after the game 
he just had, locking down one of 
the best receivers in the game. 

“He’s pretty hyped and he 
wants to let everybody know he’s 
hyped, so I think he’s just happy 
and he understands that we have 
a giant in front of us and we’ve 
just got to pay all the attention to 
this team. 

“We don’t even know who’s 
going to play in the Super Bowl 
because we’re not looking ahead 
to that.” 

Ramsey was unavailable dur¬ 
ing the team’s open locker room 
session Monday. 

“He’s going to talk, but we’re 
going to show up,” defensive end 
Yannick Ngakoue said. “I just 
don’t like when people talk all 
week. You talk reckless and you 
lose.” 



Charles Krupa/AP 


A person familiar with the negotiations says the Indianapolis Colts 
are “close” to reaching a deal to hire Patriots offensive coordinator 
Josh McDaniels as their new coach. 


Patriots won’t bite 
on foe’s trash talk 


Source: 
Colts pick 
McDaniels 

By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — New Eng¬ 
land Patriots offensive coordina¬ 
tor Josh McDaniels could soon 
be on the other side of an AFC 
rivalry. 

A person familiar with the ne¬ 
gotiations said Monday the In¬ 
dianapolis Colts are “close” to 
reaching a deal that would make 
McDaniels their next head coach. 
The person spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because the two 
sides had not yet agreed to terms. 

Even if they did reach a deal, 
though, league rules prohibit the 
Colts from making an official an¬ 
nouncement until after the Patri¬ 
ots’ season ends. New England 
will host Jacksonville in Sunday’s 
AFC Championship game. If 
the Pats win, the announcement 
wouldn’t come until at least Feb. 
5. 

McDaniels has been one of the 
league’s most coveted coordina¬ 
tors since returning to New Eng¬ 
land in 2012. Since then, the Pats 
have reached six consecutive 
conference championship games 
and won two Super Bowls. 

With Indianapolis, McDaniels 
would inherit an injured fran¬ 
chise quarterback, Andrew Luck, 


and a backup, Jacoby Brissett, 
who he worked with for almost 16 
months in New England. McDan¬ 
iels struggled to an 11-17 record 
in 2009 and 2010 with Denver, 
where he didn’t have a franchise 
quarterback. 

He wound up as the St. Louis 
Rams’ offensive coordinator in 
2011 before returning to New 
England, where he worked with 
Brady as the longtime Colts-Pats 
rivalry entered a new era with 
Luck behind center. 

Now, after winning five Super 
Bowl rings and in the running for 
a sixth, it looks like he will get a 
second chance as a head coach. 

The Colts job opened Dec. 
31 when owner Jim Irsay fired 
Chuck Pagano within hours of the 


end of the season. Pagano was in 
charge for six seasons, and India¬ 
napolis missed the playoffs each 
of the last three. 

Indianapolis’ future still de¬ 
pends on Luck’s health. 

In November, one month after 
cutting short his throwing pro¬ 
gram, the top overall pick in the 
2012 draft went on season-ending 
injured reserve. Luck then went 
to Europe, where he continued to 
rehab his throwing shoulder, and 
didn’t return to team headquar¬ 
ters until the final days of the 
season. 

The Colts reportedly inter¬ 
viewed at least five candidates 
before McDaniels and Houston 
defensive coordinator Mike Vra- 
bel became the finalists. 


Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — As 
they normally do when the oppo¬ 
sition says something you might 
post on a bulletin board, the 
New England Patriots reacted 
diplomatically Monday to Jack¬ 
sonville’s Jalen Ramsey guaran¬ 
teeing his team is “going to the 
Super Bowl and we gonna win 
that (expletive).” 

“Man, that guy’s really good,” 
said a smiling Pro Bowl special 
teamer Matthew Slater, asked to 
react to Ramsey. “He should be 
confident, because he’s very, very 
good. 

“The good lord made that guy 
and he said, ‘let there be comer’ 
and there he is, so I’d be confident 
if I were him as well.” 

That’s just the way the Patriots, 
who never say anything negative 
about their opponents, handle 
these things. 

Safety Duron Harmon, asked 
the same question, said, “Hey, 
man, Jalen Ramsey’s a good play¬ 
er. He talks a lot of trash, that’s 
part of his game and you can’t 
take it away from him. He’s con¬ 
fident — he should be confident 
in his team. He has a really good 
football team. 

“The top two AFC teams are 
left and he’s a part of one of them, 
so, his approach to the game is 
different than ours, but we can’t 


Belichick and also just 
their emo¬ 
tion and their readiness to get 
ready to play.” 

The Patriots are in their sev¬ 
enth straight AFC title game. 

Asked about how impressive 
it was for the Jaguars to go into 
Pittsburgh and win. Patriots 
coach Bill Belichick said, “Very 
impressive; yeah. They did a great 
job. Again, they do a lot of things 
well, play good defense, can rush 
the passer, can stop the mn, turn 
the ball over, can run the ball, 
have a lot of explosive players in 
the passing game, they’re good 
in the kicking game, they’re very 
aggressive in the kicking game.” 

“They’re well coached. I know 
that, for sure. They’ve handled 
the situations that have come 
up in those games very well 
— fourth-and-1 in the first quar¬ 
ter, things like that. They’ve re¬ 
ally done a good job, so yeah, it’s 
impressive.” 
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Return to Oz 

Sharapova wins first Australian Open 
match since suspension » Page 29 
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The Eagles’ LeGarrette Blount rushes during the second half of a divisional playoff game against the Falcons on Saturday. Philadelphia won 15-10 to make the NFC title game. 


Underdogs having their day 

Eagles embracing their role again against favored Vikings in NFC championship game 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The dog masks 
aren’t going anywhere. 

The Philadelphia Eagles (14-3) are home 
underdogs again. Case Keenum and the 
Minnesota Vikings (14-3) opened the week 
as 3y2-point favorites in the NFC champi¬ 
onship game Sunday. 


That’s just fine with the Eagles, who em¬ 
braced their underdog role against sixth- 
seeded Atlanta. Philadelphia was the first 
No. 1 seed in league history not favored to 
win its first playoff game. 

After beating the Falcons 15-10, Pro 
Bowl right tackle Lane Johnson and vet¬ 
eran defensive end Chris Long mocked 
doubters by wearing German Shepherd 
dog masks as they walked off the field. 


The dog masks have become a popular 
item in Philly since the players wore them 
Saturday night. The team announced fans 
can wear them on Sunday as long as they 
take them off during security check enter¬ 
ing the stadium. 

“To have a lot of people not having a lot of 
confidence in us and yet to find ways to win 
just makes it that much more special for this 
group,” coach Doug Pederson said Monday. 


Expectations for the Eagles have 
dropped since Carson Wentz tore his ACL 
in Week 14. Nick Foies is 3-1 in his place 
with the only loss coming in Week 17 when 
the starters only played one quarter. 

But the offense clearly isn’t the same 
without Wentz, who is an MVP candidate 
after tossing 33 touchdown passes in 13 
games. 

SEE UNDERDOGS ON PAGE 30 


Rockets-Clippers tension lingers after game.. rwi; 



















